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New Rules at Portland Place 


THE PROPOSED REVISION of RIBA by-laws which is to be 
considered at the special general meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, April 25, arises from the long and painstaking 
labours of the Constitutional Committee appointed in July 
1958 with terms of reference inspired by the resolution 
of the now historic annual general meeting two months 
earlier. 

The thoroughness and open-mindedness with which 
elected members and staff have undertaken the onerous 
task imposed upon them may be judged by the extent 
of the revisions—only 39 out of 76 by-laws remain un- 
changed and a 77th has been added—and by close study 
of the new provisions. For instance, the new Interpreta- 
tion clause recognises the new form of recorded delivery 
service as satisfying the by-law requirement of registered 
post, and only South Africa’s departure from the Common- 
wealth has surprised the draughtsmen; however, if, as 
anticipated, the example of the Republic of Ireland is 
followed, even this contingency is catered for. 

Very sensibly, the inquiries into nominations for 
membership from candidates in areas of Allied Societies 
are simplified without in any way restricting the right of 
objection. Again, realistically, the right of formal intro- 
duction and admission will not be exercisable after the 
lapse of six months from the date of election. Defaulters 
have four weeks after notification instead of twelve weeks 


in which to avoid suspension or expulsion, and contra- 
vention of the Code of Professional Conduct becomes an 
additional ground for these extreme measures. 

As may be expected, the most radical revisions concern 
the subjects specifically mentioned in the terms of refer- 
ence of the Constitutional Committee—the Allied 
Societies’ relations with the RIBA and the constitution 
of the RIBA Council itself. The Council will consist of 
the honorary officers all of whom, except the hon. 
treasurer, must be Fellows, 33 nationally elected members, 
28 regionally elected, four elected representatives of 
Scotland and Northern Ireland and the Presidents of the 
RIAS and RIAI, five representatives appointed by the 
Societies in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa 
and India, and the chairman of the Board’of Architectural 
Education, who is the sole survivor of six ex-officio repre- 
sentatives of bodies such as the AA, ARCUK and the 
ABT. 

In sympathy with the democratic trend the preserves 
of the Fellowship are limited to the presidency, vice 
presidents, and hon. secretary; terms of office are restricted 
to specified periods, and the president, the past presidents, 
the national and the regional representatives are elected 
by the full membership and not confined to presidents 
of Allied Societies. The voting list will be in two parts, 
and one part, being nominations for regionally elected 


p* 





membership, will be sent only to the non-metropolitan 
members eligible to vote, the regional representatives being 
elected by corporate members of the RIBA living or work- 
ing within the Allied Society’s area for which they are 
nominated. 

A candidate for regional representation must be a 
member of the council of the Allied Society for the area 
and have served not less than twelve months on that 
council or executive committee of a branch or chapter 
and have a business or residential address in the area for 
which he is a candidate (the new-look by-laws still assume 
that candidates will be males). The three or six years’ 
term of service is designed to enable regional representa- 
tives to acquire deeper knowledge of the problems at issue, 
to strengthen their effectiveness and to ensure that the 
RIBA Council is in close touch with the Allied Societies. 
It will deprive some future presidents of membership of 
the RIBA Council but they might not count that a 
hardship. . 

Nominations in the first place are made by the RIBA 
Council for the nationally elected and by the council 
of the Allied Society for the regionally elected, but in 
both cases there is provision for further nominations by 
seven or more electors. The new by-laws provide for the 
complicated procedure necessary to tide over the three- 
year transitional period before full implementation of the 
new constitution of the Council. 


An Important Addition 

There are a number of revisions concerning general 
meetings, and an important addition provides that the 
Council shall be bound to summon a special general 
meeting on the requisition of 100 members; the resolu- 
tions of such a meeting shall require the Council to con- 
sider the subject matter and report back within six months. 
The provisions concerning a referendum give the Council 
power to direct whether the poll shall be taken of mem- 
bers resident in the United Kingdom alone, outside the 
UK or any combination thereof. A referendum may be 
requisitioned by 200 members subject to the matter being 
submitted to a special general meeting and reported on 
by the Council. 

The contentious subject of contributions to allied 
societies is dealt with in the revised by-law 73 which places 
a limit not exceeding one-third of the total subscriptions 
received in the previous year by the RIBA from their 
members who are also members of the allied society 
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concerned, or £250, whichever is the greater. The Council 
reserve the power to withhold the grant if not satisfied 
with the conduct of the society’s finance or programme 
of activities. The Council in December, 1960, approved 
in principle the report of the finance and house committee 
which included an additional provision that no society 
receive less than it did in 1959, but also decided that the 
financial allocations it made should be adopted for 1961 
only in the first instance, that the report should be circu- 
lated to the UK allied societies and the scheme reviewed 
in the light of their comments before the end of this year. 


No Common Formula 

The RIBA recognise these financial arrangements as a 
potential source of friction and realise that no formula 
has yet been devised that would enable the grant to be 
raised to a point that would enable all societies to dispense 
with additional subscriptions and open the door to auto- 
matic membership. The problem faced by the nine 
societies out of 21 in England and Wales which find it 
necessary to charge subscriptions is very real; seven of 
these, which include the largest provincial cities, have 
permanent premises of their own with library and club 
facilities, etc.—amenities which cannot possibly equal 
those enjoyed by metropolitan members at Portland-place. 
A uniform grant system is imposed although there is no 
uniformity in activities, facilities or obligations. In the 
cases mentioned, the extra grant receivable if all RIBA 
members joined is unlikely to reach what at present comes 
in from subscriptions. Automatic membership contem- 
plates the recruitment of those distant from local head- 
quarters who cannot enjoy the facilities provided there 
and will not pay for them; so must there be two classes 
of members—free and paying—or must the allied society 
fail to fulfil its broadened function? These societies may 
find little comfort in the words of the Constitutional Com- 
mittee’s final report which urges them to ‘review their 
local organisation and to study the means whereby other 
societies manage to maintain excellent programmes of 
activities without local subscriptions.’ 


In general, the revised by-laws represent an advance in 
accordance with the temper of the membership, and all 
concerned merit gratitude for the work they have done 
and congratulations upon having reached this final stage. 
It remains for the members to endorse the result of their 
labours and to take full advantage of its provisions. 


Training for Site Management 


SINCE THE WAR a number of men holding high positions 
in the building industry, notably MR. DAVID WOODBINE 
PARISH, have pressed the importance of improving the 
quality and the training of that essential body of men, 
generically known as General Foremen, who supervise the 
erection of buildings on site. Last week MR. PETER TRENCH 
entered the lists with a paper, given in full elsewhere 
in this issue, on ‘ Training for Site Management.’ His 
paper, which strikes as the most important analytical 
survey of this vital subject made for many years, goes 
to the root of the twin problems of recruitment and 
training for site management in conditions which, com- 
pared with those prevalent even 20 years ago, are almost 
unrecognisable. What does he see? 

First and foremost, we should say, he sees an industry 
that has been overtaken by the march of industrial and 
technical events and in general does not appreciate the 
worth of the first-class trained general foreman, either 
in money or in the need to provide adequate means for 


him to be equipped for the job. Second, he sees an almost 
complete absence of a ladder of promotion in the overall 
management hierarchy. And third, he points to industry’s 
failure to attract sufficient numbers of the right instructors 
for courses—a failure that can be overcome only if 
builders will encourage more of their experienced staff 
to interchange with the technical colleges. 

These are valid comments and we should say that 
Mr. Trench has proved his case. Where do we go from 
here? Mr. Trench believes that the next step is that the 
Board of Building Education (of whose activities the 
industry at present hears all too little) should set up a 
committee to consider the present system of training for 
site management in order to satisfy itself that the quality 
of men and their training to a standard needed by modern 
industry is what it should be. We sincerely commend 
this suggestion and look forward to seeing prompt action. 
No current problem in the building industry is of more 
importance. 
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MR. GEORGE GRENFELL BAINES and his 
partners this week celebrate a double 
event—the name and the basis of the firm 
is changed and it has won the open, two- 
stage competition for the design of the 
Boston Hospital for Sheffield Regional 
Hospital Board. The design, and parts of 
other five schemes admitted to the final 
stage, are illustrated in this issue. 

While congratulations are due to the 
firm, now Design Partnership, on its 
merited win in a complex project (the firm 
was well in the running for last year’s 
Cardiff hospital award) no less interest 
attaches to the alteration in its new basis 
which is now extended to bring in a 
quantity surveyor as full partner. This is 
only the first step towards realising the 
partners’ long-term intention of creating 
a partnership covering all the professions 
connected with the design of buildings 
and physical environment generally; the 
forthcoming inclusion of civil and struc- 
tural, heating and ventilating and elec- 
trical engineers and, later on, of landscape 
architects and industrial designers is pro- 
posed at partner level. Extension at full 
partnership and associate levels for archi- 
tects and quantity surveyors is also 
envisaged, 

* . * 

THIS DEVELOPMENT is well in the fore- 
ground of the current architectural scene 
and is one calculated to provide a spring- 
board for diving with success into the 
troubled waters of package-dealing. The 
knotty problem of the all-in fee yet 
remains to be resolved, no doubt, but a 
consortium such as Mr. Grenfell Baines 
envisages must bring this nearer realisa- 
tion. This new straw in the wind should 
be carefully marked. 


German Craftsmanship 


THE PRESSING NEED to establish, and im- 
prove, international communications 
remains with us. One hesitates at the 
word ‘cultural’. but the arts unquestion- 
ably remain among the strongest potential 
bridges, provided they can be insulated 


from political ideologies—and indeed 
from all _ irrelevancies— writes Basil 
Marriott. 


It is not yet easy to assess what goes 
on in post-war Germany. Enviable pros- 
perity seems to be rewarding her pro- 
verbial resilience in industry and com- 
merce, but in the arts there has been less 
material for speculation seen here. Even 
the RIBA exhibition of post-war German 
housing left several questions unanswered. 
Among these were the permanence or 
otherwise of marks inevitably left by un- 
acceptable racial or ‘degenerate art’ 
theories, or conversely (and on the credit 
side) by, for instance, the Bauhaus and 
the functionalism so congenial to the 
German temperament, and proving to be 
sounder-based than some other philo- 
sophical exercises. 

Though small and inevitably selective, 
the Exhibition of German Craftsmanship 









Notes of the Week 


Architects and Consortia; German Crafts; Applied Photography; 


(at the Royal Festival Hall until April 19, 
“en route’ for Edinburgh and Liverpool) 
helps encouragingly to answer some of 
these questions. Organised by the German 
Crafts Institute, it is gathered from all 
the States of the Federal Republic under 
the patronage of HE, the German 
Ambassador, who received us at a party 
for which the Festival Hall’s foyer made 
as good a setting as it did for the display. 

The 300 or so exhibits include furni- 
ture and woodwork; carpets; ceramics 
and glassware; leather—and basket-work; 
costume jewellery; toys; cutlery; tapes- 
tries and textiles. In visiting this 
‘sampler,’ as is strongly recommended, 
the literal meaning of its title should be 
borne in mind—that is to say that, while 
the design standard of the majority will 
be found congenial, the craftsmanship 
which it primarily represents is impeccable. 

I thought the carpets, jewellery and 
metal and leatherwork particularly good 
on both counts, and the ceramics and 
glassware perhaps less assured than what 
derives from the Scandinavians in such 
profusion here. Best of all, it suggests the 
background and equipment for a way of 
life not basically different from our own, 
but with a refreshingly national flavour. 


Applied Photography at the RPS 


THE EXHIBITION of applied photography 
currently on view at the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society’s rooms in Princes-gate, 
London, SW7, contains some of the most 


Segregating Man and Motor 





cleverly executed examples of industrial 
and architectural illustrations. It is not 
difficult to understand the public reaction 
and knowledge of present-day building 
when it is realised that it is through 
photography of this calibre that they are 
taught. Among the architectural work 
on view are examples by Colin Westwood, 
Henk Snoek and John Rose. An example 
of the latter’s is reproduced on this page. 


Segregating Man and Motor 


MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT deserve a rest 
like everyone else, but it is to be hoped 
that before returning to the hurly-burly 
of Westminster last Tuesday they found 
time to peruse the.most interesting leaflet 
sent to each of them recently by. Mr. Paul 
Ritter, ARIBA, entitled ‘Man and Motor 
Don’t Mix.’ In the leaflet Mr. Ritter 
makes an eloquent and convincing plea 
for the further adoption of the Radburn 
principle in the layout and design of hous- 
ing estates, both by local authorities and 
in private enterprise schemes. 

There is evidence that public opinion is 
rather belatedly coming round to the idea 
that motor vehicles and pedestrians should 
not mix, but many fail to see how this 
can be achieved. Mr. Ritter shows how 
Radburn planning can offer a practical 
solution to the problem in new estates, 
and he refutes step by step the arguments 
made by critics of the system. The leaflet 
is published by the Ritter Press, 7 
Magdala-road, Nottingham. 


GENERATING STATION, KINCARDINE: @ photograph by John A. Rose, AIPB, ARPS, 
shown at the RPS exhibition of applied photography (by permission of Holloways 


Scottish Constructions Ltd.). 


(See Note) 

































‘1 hope it won’t be too long—I’m not 


as young as I was!’ 


Poet’s Corner 


rumoured that, the Government 
having decided against a National 
Theatre, the London County Council 
may go ahead with the project. 


IT IS 


In days gone by the plebeian Denarius 
Could purchase things astonishingly 
various, 
But now the creeping menace of inflation 
Has put a penny out of circulation— 
Oh no! Despite that all too common view, 
There’s much the humble coin still can do. 
The National Theatre, one is glad to state, 
Could be provided by a penny rate 
For three years if the dear old LCC, 
Bold patron of the Arts, should so decree. 
Tragic if such an asset should be lost 
When feasible at such a petty cost. 
Just think what we could have if we were 
willing 
A cultural Utopia for a shilling! 
ANON. 
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Letters to the Editor 





RIBA Meetings; Design of Penal Institutions; Proposed 
RICS Sports Club; Travelling Exhibits Scheme 


sirR,—Mr. Kenyon, like others of us, must 
be getting on in years, and I think that 
when he recalls ‘ the days when as a raw, 
young assistant I watched with awe the 
members of Council as they emerged from 
the VIP’s entrance,’ he must be referring 
not to Portland-place but to 9 Conduit-st. 


Memory is unreliable, but my recollec- 
tion is that at 9 Conduit-street the VIPs 
came in through double doors near the 
dais, leading off a corridor at the side of 
the hall. There was nothing of the 
‘desultory little crocodile’ about their 
entry; in fact, they looked rather like play- 
goers entering the stalls of a theatre—a 
bit privileged, perhaps, but human beings 
much like ourselves in the pit. 


I take it that Mr. Kenyon would not 
wish to abolish this little bit of 
ceremonial. I have always regarded the 
VIP entrance of the Henry Jarvis Hall as 
the most imaginative touch in the whole 
RIBA building—having all the fascination 
of the secret passage behind the wainscot 
in the library of the old manor house. 
For the spectator there is pleasurable 
excitement of wondering what is next 
going to emerge from the hole in the wall, 
while for many of those who do emerge 
there is the satisfaction of being regarded, 
perhaps for the only time in their lives, as 
persons of importance. 


Perhaps Mr. Kenyon’s point would be 
met if the door were widened so that the 
VIPs could enter in ‘ column of route.’ 


SEPTUAGENARIAN. 


The 23-storey block of flats and shops which will complete Coventry’s shopping 


precinct. 


Arthur Ling, FRIBA, city architect 


Design of Penal Institutions 


sir,—An International Study Group on 
the design and construction of penal and 
correctional institutions is to be held at 
the Architectural Association during the 
week following the IUA Congress, from 
July 10-14 next. 


An exhibition will be staged in con- 
junction with the Study Group to illus- 
trate recently completed institutions and 
proposed future designs from the coun- 
tries represented. A small section of this 
exhibition will be devoted to designs and 
projects prepared unofficially by private 
architects and students. 


I should be pleased to receive details 
from any such architect or student who 
would like his work to be considered for 
inclusion in the exhibition. Drawings 
should not, at this stage, be sent 
although some indication of what type 
and size of drawings, photographs, and 
models are available would be useful. 

LESLIE FAIRWEATHER [ARIBA], 

Hon. Secretary, Study Group on the 
Design of Penal and Correctional 
Institutions, 

3 Halsey-street, London, SW3. 


Proposed RICS Sports Club 


sir,—Students and members of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
who are in any way interested in sport 
are cordially invited to attend the 
inaugural meeting of the Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ Sports Club which will be held at 
the Institution, 12 Great George-street, 
SW1, on Monday, April 17, at 6 p.m. It 
is expected that the President, Mr. J. D. 
Trustram Eve, will be in the chair. 

DOUGLAS G. GRAY [FRICS, MRSan1), 

Ernest Owers & Williams, 

The Hampstead Estate Offices, NW6. 


Travelling Exhibits Scheme 


sIR,—It was kind of you to mention our 
Travelling Exhibits scheme in ‘ News of 
the Week’ (March 24). I would like to 
correct one impression which is likely to 
be gained from the paragraph; the opera- 
tive word is not ‘proposes’ for the 
scheme has been running since 1938, and 
is now well established after post-war 
teething troubles. 


What we are seeking to do is to expand 
the scheme with further exhibits, parti- 
cularly of new products or methods, 
which will help to liberalise and bring up 
to date the background knowledge of both 
students and teachers. 

C. RODWAY [AMBIM], 

Hon. General Secretary, 

North Western Educational 
Association for the Building Industry, 
41 Coombe-road, Irby, Wirral. 


Director for BIM 

MR. JOHN MARSH has accepted an invita- 
tion to become director of the British 
Institute of Management from October 1. 
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Competition Result 


site plan, winning design 





Hospital at Boston, Lincolnshire 


Promoter: 


SHEFFIELD REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD 


Assessors: J. MURRAY EASTON, FRIBA (first stage); S. E. T. CUSDIN, OBE, FRIBA 


(second stage) 


Winner: DESIGN PARTNERSHIP (GRENFELL BAINES & HARGREAVES) 


THE AWARD in the open, two-stage archi- 
tectural competition for a 474-bed hospital 
at Boston, Lincs., was declared in Sheffield 
on Monday when, from the six designs 
admitted to the second stage, that of 
Design Partnership (Grenfell Baines & 
Hargreaves) was placed first. The 
assessor at this stage was Mr. S. E. T. 
Cusdin, OBE, FRIBA, who took over 
from Mr. J. Murray Easton, FRIBA. Mr. 
Easton had made the selection of six from 
the original entry but was unable to com- 
plete the final choice due to illness. 

The full award is: 

No. 27. DESIGN PARTNERSHIP (George 
Grenfell Baines & MHargreaves), 12-24 
Guildhall-street, Preston, Lancs. 

No. 25 (Highly commended): c. B. 
PEARSON, SON & PARTNERS, 18 Dalton- 
square, Lancaster. 

No. 2. Vv. J. SAMES, ARIBA, 2 Vivienne- 
close, East Twickenham, Middx. 

No. 30. JOHN R. B. GREEN, ARIBA, AADIP, 
47 Pollyhaugh, Eynsford, Kent. 

No. 49. CHARLES H. HYDE, ARIBA, Over- 
field House, Thurgarton, Nottingham. 

No. 73. CLIFFORD KINGSTONE, DIPARCH 
(Nottingham), ARIBA, 564 Mansfield-road, 
Sherwood, Nottingham. 

The assessor’s report is not yet avail- 
able. The designs are now on view in the 
Firth Hall, University of Sheffield, 
Western Bank, Sheffield, until tomorrow 
(Saturday, April 15). They will then be 
shown in Boston (Fydell House, South 
End, from April 17-22) and in London 
(RIBA, 66 Portland-place, W1), from April 
26-May 13. 

The competition conditions, open to 


registered architects in the UK and Eire, 
asked for a hospital of 474 beds with the 
usual ancillary departments on a site on 
the outskirts of Boston, bounded on the 
east by Sibsey-street. A comprehensive 
scheme for the whole site was asked for, 
but building is to be undertaken in two 
phases. 

Accommodation required includes 18 
ward units and all ancillary departments, 
quarters for resident and non-resident 
staff, a teaching unit and adequate 
garaging and car parking facilities. 


The Winners’ Report 


DESIGN AIMS: In producing this design 
the main sources of inspiration were the 
various purposes of the buildings. The 
architectural character of the buildings 
and the layout is essentially domestic, de- 
signed to reassure the patient, to econo- 
mise in movement for staff and public, 
and to be in keeping with rural surround- 
ings. 

LAYOUT: To achieve the design aims of 
easy functioning and domestic scale on 
a generous, almost completely level site, 
a horizontal layout offers the most ad- 
vantages. The hospital is placed at the 
west end of the site where the wards are 
in the quietest position surrounded by 
newly-created gardens and existing open 
country. r 

Doctors, nurses and staff living accom- 
modation in the eastern half can enjoy 
separate access from the main road, while 
the preservation of East Skirbeck House 
and most of the fine mature trees ensures 
the retention of such natural amenities 


as the site possesses. The existing drive 
to East Skirbeck House is replaced by a 
main entrance a little to the south. Main 
and subsidiary car parks lie directly off 
the main entrance road and extension to 
maternity and isolation departments. The 
existing entrance north of East Skirbeck 
House is used to approach the whole of 
the ‘ service buildings ’; thus the provision 
of road access to the new buildings is 
achieved with little change in the exist- 
ing pattern of road junctions. 

Basically the layout is L-shaped with 
entrances at the angle of the L. Most of 
the accommodation is on the ground 
floor with heating, service, X-ray, patho- 
logy, operating theatres, and physical 
medicine grouped centrally between the 
in-patients’ and the out-patients’ depart- 
ments. The administration department 
lies centrally at an upper level in direct 
vertical communication with the ground 
floor. 

The domestic service accommodation— 
kitchen, laundry, boiler house, workshops 
—lies to the north, fairly central about 
the junction of the two arms of the L 
pattern of the ‘ street’ corridors servicing 
the roads. The ‘street’ corridors are an 
essential part of the conception. They 
have limited points of access and exit and 
pass through a series of courtyards creat- 
ing a feeling quite different from that of 
the endless hospital corridors of the past, 
lined with mysterious doors to frightening 
places. They would provide a very attrac- 
tive means of access for visitors to the 
wards, The main vertical circulation lies 
at the intersection of these two ‘streets.’ 

A horizontal planning in such a large 
scheme inevitably entails extensive areas 
of building. The design therefore em- 
bodies a number of paved and landscaped 
courtyards to provide natural light and 
a pleasant outlook for many of the wards 
and working places, as well as relief to 
the ‘hospital streets’ and _ subsidiary 
corridors giving direct access to the 
various departments and rooms therein. 
In conjunction with the courtyards, open 
treatment of waiting spaces, occasional 
‘break throughs’ in the corridors, and 
strategically-placed top-lights combine to 
give a cellular effect to the buildings, 
offering light and air to provide a charac- 
ter of cleanliness and informality. 

RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION: In con- 
trast to the unbroken flowing lines and 
continuity of building forms in the hos- 
pital, the residential accommodation is 
provided in a number of isolated blocks 
grouped to form inner courts of paving 
and grass, the general aim being to create 
an effect of domesticity and intimacy in 
contrast to the working atmosphere of the 
hospital. 

In response to the additional condition, 
residence for unmarried medicos is pro- 
vided in a pent-house floor, designed to 
give almost a hostel atmosphere, on top 
of the multi-storey block immediately 
adjoining the main vertical circulation 
leading to the heart of the building. 

The present indented profile provides 
for easy and economical extension with a 
minimum of disturbance to existing 
internal accommodation. To maintain the 
principle of not extending by building 


Continued on page 695 
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Hospital at Boston, Lincolnshire 


(continued from page 689) 


over occupied buildings it is proposed that 
8 ward units be included in the first 
phase. Extension beyond the second 
phase is made possible by ‘open end’ 
planning which has been adopted for all 
one-storey departments. 

FOUNDATIONS AND BASEMENTS: Subsoil 
conditions and low loading call for simple 
mass concrete bases to the stanchions with 
strips to the load-bearing walls. Pending 
further investigation of local soil-water 
conditions, basement’ service ducts, 
calorifier housings, ventilation plant 
rooms and animal house are reinforced 
waterproof concrete with block linings for 
fixing apparatus without damage to the 
waterproofing. 

STRUCTURAL SYSTEM: Wherever possible 
economies in structure will be made by 
using internal walls, necessary for func- 
tioning purposes, to carry loads. This 
principle has the added advantage of a 
heavier structure ensuring quieter condi- 
tions. It is used only where recent 
knowledge gives reasonable certainty of 
the plans remaining useful, in particular 
the whole of the two-storey ward units 
the isolation ward, and the residential 
accommodation. All] other parts, includ- 
ing the staircases, ‘ hospital streets,’ and 
the multi-storey block containing private 
patients, administration, and unmarried 





medicos, consists of reinforced concrete 
columns on a 20 ft. 6 in. square grid, 
acting in conjunction with plate floor 
slabs. The beamless soffit of the plate 
slabs allows services in the horizontal 
plane to run freely in all directions; con- 
nections between horizontal services asso- 
ciated with columns is also easy. 

Full use is made of the frame in clad- 
ding design, giving architectural expres- 
sion economically; in these instances the 
aggregate of the concrete columns and 
floor fascias is exposed by bush hammer- 
ing or sandblasting on retarded set. 
Suspended floors in the cross-wall con- 
struction system are pre-cast counter- 
stressed units designed to take 3 in. float- 
ing screed on the top side and to be 
keyed for plaster where direct finish is 
required (e.g. in rest units). Roof slabs 
are of reinforced gas concrete. Large roof 
spans (with the exception of the laundry 
which is to be all concrete) have main 
girders combining lattice steel frames with 
concrete compression members and gas 
concrete infil] slabs. 

THERMAL INSULATION AND NOISE CON- 
TROL: In rooms where a completely con- 
trolled climate is required (operating 
theatres, animal house, kitchen, laundry, 
and possibly the laboratories) all glazing 
would be fixed, apart from 3 per cent 





site layout plan at ground level 


—_—.] 


being operated only by special key. 
Glazing would be double sheet in compo- 
site aluminium frames with plastic insu- 
lating distance members to counter cold 
bridge effects. 

All glazing on the south and west ele- 
vations is designed to control solar heat 
gain, either by double panes of heat- 
absorbent and reflective glass, or by sub- 
stantial Venetian blinds in the cavities 
between the double glazing. The east 
and north facing windows are double 
glazed where opaque areas exceed 50 
per cent. Exterior walls and cladding 
panels are designed to give thermal loss 
values below 0.20; roofs down to 0.15. 
In certain places (e.g., the chapel and 
‘hospital streets ’) thermal insulation and 
noise control are similarly met. 

Most wall finishes are plaster which, 
correctly applied, minimises perimeter 
cracks. All junctions with structural 
members are caulked with asbestos rope 
before plastering. Floor finishes to the 
circulation areas and wards are heavy 
duty linoleum on sponge rubber under- 
lay, 3 in. lightweight screed on a fibre- 
glass quilt to accommodate all crossings 
of electrical and communication services, 

HYGIENE: Where standards of hygiene 
and their easy maintenance are para- 

(concluded on page 707) 
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DESIGN NO. 30: JOHN R. B. GREEN, ARIBA, AADIPL 
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Infirmary, Chelsea Royal Hospital 


DESIGNED BY THE CHIEF ARCHITECT’S DIVISION, MOW 
SIR LINDSAY PARKINSON & SONS LTD., general contractors 


THIS INFIRMARY for 400 pensioners at 
the Chelsea Royal Hospital was opened 
in February, and is believed to be the 
most modern infirmary in the world. 
The plans were drawn up by the 
Ministry of Works in consultation with 
the Royal Hospital, War Office, 
Ministry of Health, London County 
Council, Nuffield Trust and the Royal 
Fine Art Commission. The new build- 
ing, costing £200,000, replaces the old 
infirmary built by Sir John Soane in 
1810, which was destroyed by bombing 
in 1941. 


The building is L-shaped, with a two- 
storey ward wing and a three-storey 
wing for staff and outpatients. At the 
junction of the two blocks is a three- 
storey unit with lift motor and tank 
rooms. On the ground level are the 
kitchens and the basement at the north 
end of the three-storey unit houses the 
boiler chamber and fuel store and the 
mortuary. 


The ward block provides space for 72 
beds arranged in four 18-bed wards. 


internal court with ward wing on left and staff block beyond 


There are also 8 single rooms for 
patients and for nursing services. In the 
out-patients and staff block there are 
the various hospital departments, such 
as the physician’s and surgeon’s con- 
sulting rooms, X-ray rooms, surgery, 
dispensary and examination rooms. On 
the first floor are bedrooms and 
recreation rooms for domestic staff and 
sisters and a matron’s flat. The second 
floor contains bedrooms and recreation 
rooms for nurses and male orderlies. 


Construction is of reinforced con- 
crete exposed frame with Portland 
capstone aggregate spun off to a smooth 
finish. 


The basement is constructed with 
guaranteed-strength quality-controlled 
concrete without the use of asphalt 
tanking, or other waterproofing, all 
joints being sealed with PVC strips. 
The main roofs are covered with light- 
weight screed and asphalt and the lift 
motor room and tank room have a low 
pitched concrete roof covered with 
copper sheeting. 


External wall panels consist of 11 in. 
cavity walls with 2 in. Dorset blue 
hand-made sand-faced brick facings 
externally, and metal window units 
with Broughton Moor green slate 
panels beneath. 

Walls and ceilings are painted high 
gloss in lavatories and clinical rooms 
and eggshell finish in all other parts. 
Floors generally are sheet PVC or lino- 
leum, and wood block in the staff 
dining room. 

The hospital beds are adjustable for 
disabled patients and for cardiac cases. 
Overbed tables and tubular cantilever 
tables for use with easy chairs are also 
provided. 

VHF/FM radio receivers have been 
installed to serve the bed-head units 
and loud speaker sockets in other suit- 
able parts of the building. At the head 
of each bed is a panel with headphones 
and a selection switch for two radio 
programmes, lighting switch, call bell 
and general purposes socket and switch. 
A combined TV/VHF aerial array has 





been installed on the roof and TV aerial 
sockets provided for both patients and 
staff in the day rooms and nurses wait- 
ing rooms. Meals are electrically 
heated in the kitchens and served to 
the wards via special trolleys. 

Central heating is supplied from low- 
pressure hot-water oil-fired sectional 
boilers. The heat will also supply the 
hospital administrative building nearby. 
The system is thermostatically con- 
trolled in zones and is based on achiev- 
ing 70°-75°F in the wards and treat- 
ment rooms. Conventional hospital- 
type radiators have been used through- 
out. The boiler house is completely 
automatic. All that is required is occa- 
sional maintenance work. Chelsea is 
a smokeless zone, and a_ density 
recorder and alarm have been incor- 
porated in the boiler house instrument 
panel. A remote alarm has_ been 
installed in the guard house to give 
warning of a boiler shut-down or pro- 
duction of excessive smoke together 
with a remote fire alarm bell. 

The contract was let on a fixed price 
tender basis. The building period was 
18 months, ending in October, 1960. 
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Above, the wards have curtains and 
curtain screens of printed cotton or 
woven fabric. All curtaining runs on 
silent rails. Wards at ground floor 
open on to-a terrace, and on to sepa- 
rate balconies at first floor. Below, 
main elevation to Chelsea Bridge-road 
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sub-contractors & 
suppliers : 


Electrical — installation: 
Iveson’ Electrical Ltd.; 
heating installation: 
Comyn Ching & Co. Ltd.; 
lifts: Evans Lifts Ltd.; 
p.v.c. and wood block 
flooring: Hollis Bros. Ltd.; 
plumbing & copper roof- 
ing: Thorpe Bros. (Wimble- 
don) Ltd.; steel windows: 
Monk Metal Window Co. 
Ltd.; aluminium windows: 
Williams & Williams Ltd.; 
plastering: Pollock Bros. 
(London) Ltd.; painting: 
South London Decorators 
Ltd.; joinery: W. H. Gaze 
& Sons Ltd.; terrazzo: The 
Standard Pavements Co. 
Ltd.; asphalt: Val de 
Travers Asphalte  Ltd.; 
tarmacadam: Allmacadams 
Ltd.; insulated roof screed: 
*Celcon’ Ltd.; plumbing, 
drainage, sanitary fittings 

copper roof: Thorpe 
Brothers (Wimbledon) Ltd. 


GROUND FLOOR 
Scale: | in. = 48 ft. 





News of the Week 


Formation of Islington Society 


UNDER THE PRESIDENCY of Sir Basil 
Spence, an Islington Society has been 
formed on the lines of others in London 
and elsewhere which have’ proved their 
usefulness in promoting local amenities. 
The objects of the society are to encour- 
age the promotion and safeguarding of 
the amenities of Islington, especially in 
such directions as: (a) A good standard 
of design in new buildings and layouts; 
(b) preservation of buildings of distinc- 
tion, trees, and other desirable features; 
(c) improvement in the urban scene in 
the way of street furniture, advertising, 
traffic, lighting, open spaces and kindred 
matters; and (d) increasing the public's 
interest in these amenities. To ensure 
wide membership the minimum subscrip- 
tion has been fixed at five shillings. The 
address of the honorary secretary, Mr. 
M. W. Bennitt, is 8 Alwyn-villas, N1. 


Car Tunnels for London Suggested 


A PLAN estimated to cost £552m. to remove 
commuter motor traffic from London’s 
streets to eight double-decker tunnels was 
sent to Mr. Marples, the Minister of 
Transport, on April 6. It was submitted 
by Covell and Matthews, the architects 
and planning consultants, of Sackville- 
street, W, as a comprehensive long-term 
answer to the problem of traffic congestion 
in central London. 

Envisaged as taking 20 years to com- 
plete, the scheme is the idea of Mr. A. E. 
Matthews, a partner in the firm. His 
scheme is for tunnelways 52 ft. in 
diameter running between eight points on 
the urban ring road round London pro- 
posed by the British Road Federation, 
with seven subsidiary tunnels and in-out 
points to be completed later. In an 
explanatory booklet the firm states that 
the plan stands or falls on the funda- 
mental principle of separating pedestrians 
from high-speed vehicles and of one class 
or group of vehicles from another. 


New Lighting Code 

HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH attended 
his first meeting as honorary fellow of 
the Illuminating Engineering Society held 
at the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Savoy-place, London, WC2, on April 11. 
At the same meeting the new IES Code 
(recommendations for good interior light- 
ing) were introduced by Dr. W. E. 
Harper, chairman of the IES code com- 
mittee, who lectured on the Code and its 
application to industrial, commercial and 
domestic lighting. 


Pedestrian’s Rights and Safety 


A PEDESTRIAN’S BILL OF RIGHTS will be 
discussed by architects, town planners and 
highway engineers at the annual con- 
ference of the Pedestrians’ Association for 
Road Safety, to be held in the recital 
room of the Royal Festival Hall, London, 
on April 18. The Bill sets out physical 
measures that the Association believes 
can be taken relatively quickly and 
cheaply to make the existing road system 
safer and more tolerable for pedestrians. 
It also suggests the safety standards and 
principles that should guide future high- 


way developments. The chairman will be 
Dr. A. L. Goodhart, KBE, QC, the presi- 
dent. At the afternoon session the 
principal speakers will be Mr. R. Graham 
Page, MP, Mr. Arthur Ling, BA, FRIBA, 
MTPI, city architect and planning officer 
at Coventry, and Lord Chorley. Mr. 
Richard Edmonds, chairman of the LCC 
roads committee, and Mr. Francis M. 
Fuller, MICE, will be the pricipal parti- 
cipants during the evening session. 


Sheriff of Middlesex 


LT.-COL. A. J. ROSS was declared Sheriff 
of Middlesex at a ceremony at the Guild- 
hall, Parliament-square, on April 5. 
Colonel Ross is a director of Metarock 
Ltd., the industria] flooring contractors. 


Professional 
Announcements 


As from April 5, the architectural and 
town planning practice of MESSRS. GRENFELL 
BAINES & HARGREAVES, and the quantity sur- 
veying practice of MR. ARNOLD E. TOWLER, 
have merged into one professional organisa- 
tion to be known as DESIGN PARTNERSHIP. 
Founder partners of the new firm are: 
MESSRS. GEORGE GRENFELL BAINES, OBE, FRIBA, 
DIPTP, MTPI; JOHN WILKINSON, DIPARCH(MANC.), 
ARIBA; ARNOLD TOWLER, FRICS; and WILLIAM 
WHITE, AADIP.HONS, ARIBA. MR. THOMAS HAR- 
GREAVES is retiring from the practice. It is 
intended that the partnership in the future 
should cover all the professions connected 
with the design of Tt and physical 
environment generally. The head office is at 
12-24 Guildhall-street, Preston, with branches 
in London, Manchester, Blackpool and 
Derby. 

MESSRS. A. G. BREND, FRICS, and E. HALL, 
ARICS, who have been practising together as 
chartered quantity surveyors under the style 
of R. T. Day & Partners since the retirement 
of Mr. R. T. Day in October, 1959, announce 
that, as from April 5, they have changed the 
name of the practice to Brend and Hall. The 
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practice will continue as hitherto with offices 
in Brentwood, Colchester and Long Eaton. 

MESSRS. G. F. K. WHITE AND HAYTON, chart- 
ered quantity surveyors, of 38/9 Parliament- 
street, SW1, and 68 St. Mary-st., Cardiif, 
have taken into partnership Mr. R. J. S. 
Addey, ARICS. The style of the firm will 
be MESSRS. WHITE, HAYTON AND ADDEY and 
the addresses will remain. unaltered.- - 

MESSRS. CLARENCE E. SMART AND PARTNERS, 
p/FIQS, quantity surveyors, announce that, as 
from April 1, 1961, MR. T. G. ORANGE, FIQs, 
has been taken into the partnership and mr. 
K. ROBINS has withdrawn by mutual consent. 
The partnership will continue to practise 
from 42 Theobald’s-road, London, WC); 
Market-place Chambers, Peterborough; and 
Barclays Bank Chambers, St. Giles’-square, 
Northampton. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of April 13, 1861 


FEMALE ARCHITECTS.—Now that sculptors, 
engineers, painters, etc., are openly assum- 
ing the title of architect, without any of 
the acquirements. usually considered 
hitherto as necessary, it will be no matter 
of surprise should we hear some day of a 
lady architect ; for undoubtedly there is 
much that can be well done in an office 
(and in fact is done, in one instance, at 
least) by females. Drawing, writing, and 
colouring, are as easy for one sex as for 
the other. Superintendence of the works 
can be delegated. If an example be 
wanted, reference may be made to the 
daughter of Sir Christopher Wren, who, 
in your journal for last year (p. 685), is 
asserted to have been ‘a skilful architect’; 
and in Vol. X, p. 690, that she ‘ has the 
credit of having designed several of the 
City churches.’ How has this oft-quoted 
remark arisen? In Elmes’s ‘Life of 
Wren,’ she is only mentioned (p. 385) as 
Jane Wren, who died in 1703, aged 26! 
with her epitaph, copied from the tablet 
in the crypt of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Is 
this another instance of ‘ nothing being 
true’? 


Coming Events 


MONDAY, APRIL 17 

ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SUR- 
VEYoRS.—Inaugural meeting of Sports Club. 
12 Great George-st., SWl. 6 p.m. 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(PLANNING FORUM).— The 1961 Census: Its 
Importance for Town Planning,’ by Dr. B. 
Benjamin. Planning Centre, 28 King-st., 
WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB 
(LEEDS & DISTRICT CENTRE).—Joint meeting 
with Institute of QS (South Yorkshire 
Branch). The Griffin Hotel, Leeds. 7.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 18 
psir.—Conference: ‘ Science and Industry, 
The Problem of Communication.’ Brangwyn 
Hall, Swansea (until April 19). 

PEDESTRIANS’ ASSOCIATION FOR ROAD SAFETY. 
—Conference on: ‘A Pedestrians’ Bill of 
Rights.’ Royal Festival Hall, London. 2.30 
p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—‘ The 
Use of Specialised Plant on Airfield and 
Road Construction,’ by Mr. E. U. Broadbent 
and Mr. M. A. May. Gt. George-st., SWI. 
5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH).— The Struc- 
tural Aspects of Coventry Cathedral,’ by Mr. 
P. Ahm. Birmingham and Midland. Institute, 
Paradise-st., Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

JUNIOR LIAISON COMMITTEE OF ARCHITECTS, 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS AND BUILDERS.—‘ Liver- 
pool RC Cathedral,” by Mr. F. Gibberd. 
RIBA, 66 Portland-pl., Wl. 6.15 p.m 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (NORTH 
WEST BRANCH).— Members’ Problems,’ pre- 


ceded by annual meeting. Manchester 
College of Science and Technology. 7 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Annual general 
meeting, to be addressed by Sir Keith Joseph, 
Parliamentary Secretary, MoHLG (11.30 
a.m.). Official luncheon in _ Riverside 
Restaurant (1 p.m.). Annual meeting (2.15 
p-m.), Royal Festival Hall (Recital Room). 
rIcs.— The Conflict Between Capital Cost 
and Running Costs: The Use of Cost Predic- 
tion as a Guide to Planning and Design,’ by 
Mr. P. A. Stone. 12 Gt. George-st., SWI. 


6 p.m 
THURSDAY, APRIL 20 

SHOREDITCH, HACKNEY & HIGHBURY HOUSING 
ASSN. LTD.—Annual meeting: ‘The Work of 
the Civic Trust,’ by Mr. M. Dower. Housing 
Centre, 13 Suffolk-st., SWl. 5 p.m. 

SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—Annual! 
meeting of road and building materials 
group. 14 Belgrave-sq., SWl. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB 
(LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT CENTRE).—Meeting 
with Institute of Estimators and RICS 
(Junior Branch). Exchange Hotel, Liverpool. 


7.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 21 

BRISTOL BUILDING CENTRE.—Visit to Copen- 
hagen. Sonycotess to Secretary, Colston- 
ave., Bristol 1 (until April 24). 

NORTHANTS., BEDS. AND HUNTS. ASSOCIATION 
OF ARCHITECTS.—Dinner. George Hotel, 
Luton. 

RIBA CRICKET CLUB.—Wine Party. Architec 
tural Association, 34 Bedford-sq., WCl. 6.30 
p.m. 
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More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


37. 


AMONG THE MOST REMARKABLE of the 
modern feats of building which go on 
around us must surely be the shops, hotels 
and restaurants in London which have 
literally been wrapped around their 
occupants. ‘ Business as usual ’; ‘ Entrance 
round the corner in Blank-street’; *‘ The 
management regrets the inconvenience 
and trusts .. .’ etc.: these are the signs 
which adorn the buildings where such 
operations are in progress. We have 
learned to accept them at their literal face 
value, for indeed business does go on as 
usual and although the entrances and 
exits may move daily, they are always to 
be found by quite simple directions ade- 
quately displayed. 

This kind of building is the most diffi- 
cult that anyone could hope to deal with; 
it is also the most expensive to the client 
and the most unsatisfactory to the archi- 
tect. It requires skill, patience, pains- 
taking care, foresight in planning, con- 
stant attendance and supervision, and a 
special talent for improvisation and on- 
the-spot decisions. The client requires 
complete continuity of all his services, 
whether they be of counter service, cook- 
ing and serving of food, cloakrooms, 
everything. A great public must be served 
and their whims pandered to as though 
the reconstruction of the building had 
never been heard of. The customer must 
eat his chop or buy a new washing 
machine oblivious of mighty cranes lifting 
huge superstructures over his very head. 
And the miracle is that he can do it. 

How are these miracles performed and 
buildings gutted under our noses without 
our realising what is going on? Much 
depends on temporary structures erected 
during the midnight hours. Quantities of 
building material have to be almost 


Building Round the Customer 


sneaked into the building when traffic is 
clear, and the amount of debris which has 
to be carted away demands a continuous 
removal process. The workmen have to 
do their jobs by artificial light most of 
the time, and yet under expert supervision 
they appear to do it with skill unimpaired. 
I have seen in at least one hotel where 
major reconstruction was going on, re- 
direction signs come out at midnight, 
though the hotel appeared still as full of 
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people as ever. Scaffolds, sheets and 
ladders and white-overalled workmen ap- 
peared as if by magic, but so well con- 
sidered was the operation that not one 
customer seemed to wince. 

Those who have been more intimately 
concerned with large-scale _ building 
manoeuvres of this kind may be able to 


Competition News 


Replanning of Tunis 


[THE RESULT has been announced of the 
nternational competition for designs for 
replanning the city of Tunis (‘The 
Builder’ of December 4, 1959). The 
competition was sponsored by the Secre- 
tariat of State for Public Works and 
Housing and was to include ‘ esquisse’ 
designs for a national gate to the city and 
ilso for a residence for the President of 
the Republique. The jury of assessors, 
comprised the Secretary of State, the 
chief engineer of bridges and roads, the 
chief engineer of technical services, M. 
Plinio Marconi (Rome), M. Antonio Per- 
pina (Spain) and M. Pierre Vago (Paris). 
[wo architects from the Ministry, MM. 
Cacoub and Kosmine, assisted but did 
not have a vote. 

By an unanimous decision it was 
decided not to award a first premium for 
yne design. The authors of three designs, 
which were considered of equal merit, 
were each awarded 3,000 dinars (the total 
premiums being completely reorientated 


under the provisions of the conditions of 
the competition). In each case the 
‘author’ was a group of architects and 
designers from Bulgaria, Turkey and 
Poland. Since there were 3 designs of 
equal merit their award was designated 
second prize, the first and third being 
dispensed with. The fourth prize was 
awarded to a group of Czechoslovakian 
architects (500 dinars); and the fifth to a 
group of Belgians (500 dinars). One 
dinar=17s. 6d. 

In addition the jury awarded special 
mentions and a sum of 200 dinars to a 
Polish group for their design of the Presi- 
dent’s residence; and to an Italian group 
for their design of the memorial 
(National Gate). 


RCHM Change of Address 

AS FROM March 27, 1961, the address of 
the Royal Commission on Historical 
Monuments is Fielden House, Great Col- 
lege-street, Westminster, SW1. 
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tell me a different story of trial, tribula- 
tion and tragedy. I can only say in reply 
that as a mere looker-on with an inside 
knowledge of what such operations mean, 
I pay tribute to all who take part in them. 
So far as I am concerned the building 
owners are to be congratulated on their 
continuity of service, and if behind the 
scenes another story is to be told, I hope 
they will still have thought it all worth 
while. 


Plant and the 
Builder 


‘An Excellent Book’ 


IT CAME AS NO SURPRISE to me to learn 
that David Llewellyn had written a series 
of articles on the subject of builders’ 
plant, for I remember meeting him 
several years ago when he and I had an 
interesting discussion on the subject of 
Vintage Bentleys, which showed that 
even. then he was. interested in the effi- 
ciency of things mechanical. 


In his survey of the problem, now 
reprinted in book form*, Mr. Llewellyn 
refers to the variation in method by 
which similar results may be achieved, 
taking as his example a hoist and mono- 
rail as compared with a tower crane. He 
does not condemn this diversity and I 
think he is right because, unless an item 
of plant is obviously unsuitable, it is 
more economical to make use of plant 
which is already owned and available 
than to purchase or hire additional plant, 
even though the latter might be slightly 
more suitable for the particular job. This 
decision needs careful consideration on 
each contract. Owing to our retention 
system, outstanding final accounts and 
possibly the present price of land, 
builders—and I think medium-sized 
builders in particular—always seem to be 
short of capital, and this factor is a major 
one when considering whether to hire or 
buy additional plant. 


I agree with Mr. Llewellyn’s recom- 
mendation that such money as is avail- 
able for the purchase of plant should be 
allocated first to the ‘ bread and butter’ 
items of plant such as concrete mixers 
and light dumpers. He makes no refer- 
ence, however, to an alternative method 
of obtaining new equipment, namely 
hire-purchase—an old established system 
so far as motor-cars are concerned but 
one which many builders are now adopt- 
ing for other items of equipment. Quite 
obviously in a short review it is impos- 
sible to elaborate on each of the seven 
headings which have been listed but I, 
personally, have some doubts as to 
whether most medium-sized firms have 
sufficient staff to go in for more than a 
comparatively simple method of plant 
costing, 


There is no doubt that the proper use 
of plant is a subject to which many of us 
could profitably pay more attention, and 
I congratulate Mr. Llewellyn on his 
excellent book. 

J. IAN ROBERTSON. 

* PLANT AND THE MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDER. By 
David Llewellyn. (The Builder Ltd, 4 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, WC2.) Price 3s. 
net. 
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IN SPITE of its specialistic title, the Elec- 
trical Engineers’ Exhibition, which was 
held again recently at Earls Court, is an 
annual show which should be a ‘ must’ 
for all progressive members of the 
building industry. 

As in former years, lamps and lumi- 
naires were again most conspicuous by 
their presence and demonstrated the 
virile nature of an ever expanding light- 
ing industry. Artificial illumination 
practice is now so closely allied to 
modern building that all concerned with 
its application should -have more than a 
superficial knowledge of lighting funda- 
mentals. Although many of the exhibits 
were not entirely new, this is of advan- 
tage to the architect or builder, since a 
tour of inspection becomes a useful re- 
fresher course in a subject which never 
slackens in progress and development. 


Twenty-one years have passed since 
the tubular fluorescent lamp was first 
introduced in this country, and during 
this period it has undergone numerous 
improvements in functional performance. 
The series now extends in size from a 
6 in. 4 watt 4 in. dia. tube to an 8 ft. 
125 watt 14 in. dia. tube and includes 
lamps in a wide range of different satur- 
ated colours and ‘ whites,’ many of which 
are available with an internal white re- 
flector coating. 


The results of recent research with a 
view to improving colour rendering quali- 
ties are seen in the ‘Colour 34’ lamp 
of Philips Electrical Ltd., and the 
‘Kolorite’ lamp produced by the A.E.I. 
Lamp & Lighting Co. Each of these has 


Fluorescent modular recessed fittings fitted into an open 
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Lamps and Lighting 


Advances in Design and Performance of Fluorescent and Tungsten Lamp Fittings 


FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


a colour temperature in the 4000° K 
region and although of lower luminous 
efficiency than the familiar ‘white’ or 
warm white types, they certainly are 
more acceptable if required for the illu- 
mination of coloured objects. Colour 
appearance generally is close to that pro- 
duced by noon sunlight, thus encouraging 
their use for shop interiors and picture 
lighting. 

As their contribution to improvements 
in colour rendering, Atlas Lighting, Ltd., 
have added something extra to the phos- 
phor powders of their ‘ Northlight,’ 
‘Natural,’ and ‘De Luxe Warm White’ 
tubes. These tubes, now referred to with 
the prefix ‘new,’ are considered to be 
more suitable for precise colour match- 
ing, general purpose commercial appli- 
cation and domestic use respectively. In 
view of the ‘ Heinz 57 varieties’ nature 
of the present situation, however, dis- 
criminating architects would be well ad- 
vised to select their paints and furnish- 
ings under the particular ‘ white’ fluo- 
rescent tube which they intend to use. 


Increased Light Output 


A really new 8 ft. lamp of 85 watt 
rating having a very high luminous effi- 
ciency was shown by Atlas Lighting Ltd. 
The total wattage of two of these lamps, 
which are operated by a single low con- 
sumption control gear unit, is about the 
same as that of two 5 ft. 80 watt fluo- 
rescent tubes. The increase in light out- 
put, however, is 35 per cent, and the 
consequential savings in capital and 


frame sub-ceiling. 


Crompton Parkinson Ltd., Crompton House, Aldwych, WC2 








running costs should encourage their use 
in industrial, commercial and other in- 
stallations where the overall length of the 
lamp is of no disadvantage. 

The major development in really large 
output light sources is a 2000 watt mer- 
cury fluorescent discharge lamp suitable 
for high mounting in industries such as 
steel] making. The smallest lamp in this 
range, which is rated at 50 watts, can 
now be housed in bulkhead fittings, 
varieties of which were shown by many 
of the exhibitors. 

Relatively small ‘trough shaped re- 
flectors for use with the 200 watt sodium 
vapour lamp will find many useful appli- 
cations in facade and area floodlighting. 
The A.E.I. M.30 linear sodium fitting, 
which is complete with control gear 
housing, is a good example of progress in 
this particular field. 


In an endeavour to lower the costs of 
industrial lighting one firm offers a 300 
watt tungsten lamp, the considerably re- 
duced dimensions of which permit the 
use of smaller reflectors. 


The only other radical advance in the 
tungsten lamp field is the Philips’ ‘ Fan- 
tasie’ 60 watt lamp which follows a 
Continental practice of so shaping the 
silicate opal bulbs that additional diffus- 
ing shades become unnecessary. Well- 
designed pendant and wall bracket lamp- 
holder spinnings are now available for 
these lamps, which should find a ready 
appeal in domestic interiors. 


The pioneering efforts of a few indi- 
vidual designers in the fluorescent light- 
ing field have now been accepted by the 
industry generally, and although there is 
no standardisation of detail, techniques 
and practices now appear to follow an 
established commercial pattern. ’ 


Nearly every manufacturer has his 
standard range of commercial/ industrial 
fluorescent fittings which are assembled 
from a standard spine or channel and 
basic component parts. Undoubtedly this 
is the cheapest way of producing good 
quality equipment which caters for 
different ratings of fluorescent tubes and 
can be used for a variety of purposes. 
Installation and maintenance are simpli- 
fied and the appearance and performance 
of fixed fittings can be modified quite 
simply, should the function of a room 
be altered during service. 


Families of Fittings 


Some firms produce these standard 
component families of fittings in more 
than one price range. Crompton Parkin- 
son, one of the originators of this form of 
luminaire design, now offer a Crompack 
range in which the common batten is 
supplied complete with tube, thus easing 
the task of specification, ordering and 
storing on site. There are neatly de- 
signed basic spines for single 4 ft., 5 ft. 
and 8 ft. tubes and six alternative reflec- 
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backplate with three satin 


Mahogany 
»pal glasses and red or grey ‘ overshades.’ 
§.L.R. Ltd., Welbeck-road, South Harrow 


tor and plastic diffuser attachments, 
ffering various forms of light control. 
The lightweight back plate has facilities 
for numerous fixings, enabling the units 
o be fitted direct to or suspended from 
ceilings and walls. 

The demand for flexibility in the utili- 
sation of the working areas of commer- 
cial and industrial buildings, necessitates 
he adoption of lighting schemes which 
ire capable of easy adaptation on site 
o suit a change in user requirements. 
This tends to preclude the use of the 
familiar conduit method of electrical 
supply, and has led to continuous trunk- 
ng systems which enable fittings to be 
changed in position and type without 
modification of the original fixed wiring. 
\ wide variety of suitable rectangular 
‘able channels are now available for 
pendant and direct ceiling fixing and 
some have also been designed for the 
idditional support of false ceilings. For 
factory use it may be desirable to install 
he type which accommodates both cable 
and control gear. 


Decorative Designs 


Decorative fluorescent lamp fittings of 
ndividual design are also featured by the 
majority of firms, and one established 
trend is the shallow depth multi-tube 
diffusers for executive offices, board 
rooms, and other interiors requiring 
pecial treatment. By placing the con- 
trol gear between the lamps, S.L.R. have 
kept the depth of a ceiling mounted opal 
perspex fitting to 33 in. This firm has 
lso designed a 54 in. depth unit which 

is a semi-polished mahogany surround. 

For those who prefer not to see solid 
nd or side plates, there are wrap-round 
completely enclosing plastic diffusers for 

ngle, twin or triple 40 watt or 80 watt 
ibes. 

For industrial application there is a 

ide choice of flameproof, weatherproof 
nd vapour proof fluorescents and also 





a fitting to meet the special requirements 
of food factories. 

Apart from the many neat and simple 
utilitarian fittings specially designed for 
easy fixing in kitchens, price, design and 
colour have all in some way acted as 
deterrents to a widespread adoption of 
fluorescent tubes in other rooms of the 
home. To promote activity in this par- 
ticular sphere, Atlas Lighting are now 





fitting for one or 


Fluorescent a two 
circular fluorescent lamps. Philips Elec- 
trical Ltd., Century House, WC2 


marketing their ‘ A-Plan’ fittings. These 
new units, which are complete with slim 
section control gear, have been simply 
styled to harmonise with contemporary 
furnishings and decor and will achieve 
their desired effect without becoming a 
central feature of the decorative scheme. 
Designed in different lengths for 2 ft., 
4 ft. and 5 ft. tubes the lighting elements, 
in six different designs, can be used for 
curtain, wall, mirror, alcove or picture 
lighting. For general room illumination 
they can be incorporated into book- 
shelves and room dividers. 


Circular Tube Lamps 


Circular fluorescent tubes with suitably 
designed diffusing covers are also sug- 
gested for use in lounges and halls, and 
firms are now marketing units with a 
more domestic appeal in mind. 

A compact, dust-tight and weather- 
proof fitting which can be mounted on 
vertical and horizontal surfaces and 
accommodates long life miniature (12 in. 
8 watt) fluorescent tubes has many ad- 
vantageous applications. There are now 
many designs of these general purpose 
low brightness bulkhead fittings suitable 
for surface or flush mounting. Although 
some are of a heavy industrial pattern, 
there are many which are aesthetically 





Fluorescent bulkhead fitting for two 12 in. 
8 watt tubes. A.E.I. Lamp & Lighting Co. 
Ltd., Melton-road, Leicester 
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pleasing enough as to warrant their in- 
stallation on the exterior walls of office 
blocks, hospitals, laboratories and other 
buildings requiring some degree of illu- 
mination of local adjacent areas. 


Many services have to be concealed 
below the main ceiling slab, and the 
architect is often faced with engineering 
problems not the least of which is that 
of illumination. One solution is the 
luminous ceiling which offers partial or 
complete concealment, and there are now 
many systems of overall diffuser panel 
treatment in which the lighting element 
is supported by a pattern of track rails. 
A recently introduced suspended ceiling, 
claimed to be the first which is non- 
modular, is the G.E.C. ‘ Infinilite,’ the 
standard panel of which is 24 in. x 25 in. 
Each of these comprises a network of 
} in. dia. circular plastic cells and by the 
use of hanger wires and clip supports and 
connectors the need for the familiar T- 
bar suspension system is eliminated. 
Thus a ceiling can be given an unbroken 
luminous treatment, with heating and 
sprinkler systems introduced as required 
in the normal way. 


A New Ceiling Fitting 


To meet the designs of a new patented 
ceiling made up of 20 in. sq. thermal/ 
acoustic or thermal or decorative tiles, 
Courtney Pope Ltd. have developed a 
fluorescent lamp fitting which can be 
supported on the suspended ceiling 
framework. The fittings would be con- 
nected by flexible leads to an adjacent 
system of socket outlets, thus permitting 
a re-arrangement of solid and luminous 
panels after completion of installation. 


There is now a tendency in plastic 
‘“egg-crate’ cell design to utilise smaller 
section louvres such as a } in. cube 
pattern, and this trend appeared in many 
of the fittings, modular units and ceiling 
panels on display. The Harris and Shel- 
don ‘Paragrid’ tile originally available 
16 in. square, is now available also in 
a 24 in. sq. size and the bi-planer con- 
struction of the louvering results in a 
very elegant and dignified ceiling. 


New designs of tungsten lamp fittings 
for commercial and decorative interiors, 
many of which follow the variable com- 
ponent system of assembly, were on view 
on many of the stands. Improved 


methods of fabrication have now led to 
the availability of a vast range of lumi- 





The ‘ Infilite’ ceiling panel. General Elec- 
tric Co. Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
London, WC2 








706 


naires in which electrical and mechanical 
and aesthetical aspects of design have all 
been given full consideration. Thus the 
architect or builder should experience 
no difficulty in selecting a proprietary 
unit to his particular requirements. 


There has been some activity in some 
of the more neglected fields such as 
decorative wall lanterns and  under- 
canopy lighting fittings and C. M. 
Churchouse Ltd. had some refreshing 
ideas on these subjects. Their exterior 
‘Lighting Bricks,’ which consist of a 
single backplate and a screwed-on or clip 
fixed satin etched opal glass (round, 
square or rectangular) with moulded sur- 
face decoration could brighten up many 
a building entrance. The fact that figures 
or letters can be fired on one of the 
rectangular glasses should lead to many 
new applications for these really pleas- 
ing diffusers. 


For private offices requiring fittings 
having a pleasing appearance and efficient 
performance there is the new G.E.C. 
‘Executive’ range, all of which feature 


satin finish opal diffusing glassware. 











A garden fitting for 100/150 watt lamp 
supplied with dome in colour to choice. 
Courtney Pope (Electrical) Ltd. 





Obituary 





Frederic Lasserre ; Eric White ; Sidney Little 


WE REGRET TO RECORD the death, which 
took place on April 6 as a result of a 
climbing accident in the Langdale Valley, 
Cumberland, of Professor Frederic Las- 
serre, BArch (Toronto), FRAIC, ARIBA, 
Professor of Architecture, the University 
of British Columbia, Vancouver. He was 
49. His 16-year-old son who was with 
him is safe. Mrs. Lasserre is also in 
England. 


Professor Frederic Lasserre 


Frederic Lasserre was born in Geneva, 
the son of Swiss parents, on September 
22, 1911, and was educated at the Cen- 
tral Technical School, Toronto, and the 
University of Toronto, from which he 
graduated in 1934 as BArch. He also 








obtained the school certificate of the 
Swiss Federal School in 1936. After a 
spell in London as assistant with Tecton, 
he returned to Canada in 1941 and prac- 
tised in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and 
finally in Vancouver where he founded, 
and was the first Professor and Director 
of the School of Architecture, the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia—a faculty 
which, under his inspiring leadership, 
soon achieved a high reputation. While 
in England, Lasserre had been discussing 
the question of ‘recognition’ with the 
Board of Architectural Education. 

Lasserre had held many appointments, 
among them chairmanship of the British 
Columbia Education Board ‘Journal’; 
vice-chairmanship of the Vancouver town 
planning commission; and adviser to 
Vancouver city council on the civic audi- 
torium: he was a member of council, 
Architectural Institute of British Colum- 
bia. He received the Massey award in 
architecture, 1952, for the design of the 
memorial gymnasium at the UBC. His 
publications included ‘Planned ARP’ 
(1940). He was adviser to the British 
Columbia Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, for whom he had visited the 
United Kingdom in 1959. His loss will 
be felt in many architectural spheres. 


Eric White 
THE: DEATH took place on March 31 of 
Mr. Eric White, a director of the build- 
ing firm of James Longley & Co. Ltd., of 
Crawley, and a recognised authority on 
Gothic architecture and _ construction. 
Eric White was trained as an architect 
and joined F. A. Walters & Son, the 
ecclesiastic architects, after coming out of 
the Royal Flying Corps in 1919. During 
the next 25 years he was closely asso- 
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Now that the building of hospitals has 
commenced in earnest, more attention 
will be devoted to the many special 
lighting problems which exist in wards 
and ancillary rooms. Some interesting 
tungsten lamp fittings for bedhead, night 
light and general illumination purposes 
are being made by S.L.R. Electric. 
Whether or not the desirable and econo- 
mical solution to both the general and 
local ward lighting problems is a wall 
mounted twin fluorescent lamp, louvered, 
bracket fitting is a matter of opinion. 
It is true to say, however, that much 
could be done to brighten up our pre- 
sent hospitals and improved lighting can 
help to remove the institutional atmo- 
sphere and aid visual comfort. 

Due no doubt to the unpredictable 
nature of our climate, the demand for 
domestic garden lighting equipment has 
always been somewhat restricted and no 
major efforts have been made to exploit 
the sale of appropriate fittings. Two 
firms, however, have now designed simple 
mushroom stem and trough units for the 
illumination of flower beds and her- 
baceous borders. 





ciated with the reconstruction of Buck- 
fast Abbey. 

Mr. White’s technical knowledge and 
experience was of great assistance to 
Messrs. Longley when he joined them in 
1935, and he was well known to a large 
circle of architects and builders; he col- 
laborated closely with Mr. S. E. Dykes 
Bower, FRIBA, in such works as the re- 
construction of the Archbishop Tenison 
memorial throne at Canterbury Cathedral, 
the reconstruction of the Bishop’s Palace 
at Exeter, and the restoration of the stalls 
of Knights of the Bath and other works 
in Westminster Abbey. He was 
currently engaged in supervising the 
restoration of St. Vedast, Foster-lane, and 
the completion of Lancing College Chapel. 
He had for some years been chairman of 
the research committee of the Southern 
Counties Federation and had represented 
the National Federation in thir liaison 
with the Building Research Station and 
also on the British Standards Institution. 


Sidney Little, MICE 
MR. SIDNEY LITTLE, MICE, Hastings’ 
Borough Engineer from 1926 until 1950, 
died suddenly in hospital at Hastings on 
April 1, aged 76. 

He will be remembered as being respon- 
sible for the reconstruction during the 
’thirties of Hastings seafront, and the 
building of four seafront underground car 
parks—the first in the country. Last year, 
in appreciation of his services to the town, 
Mr. Little was elected a Freeman of the 
Borough. 





IAAS Branch Dinner-Dance 


THE KENT CHAPTER of The Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors 
is holding a dinner and dance at the 
Comedy Restaurant, Panton-street, Lon- 
don, on Tuesday, April 25, 1961, at 7.30 
p.m. All members will receive a cordial 
welcome. 
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Boston Hospital Competition 


(continued from page 698) 


mount eggshell glazed tile wall finishes 
are provided with terrazzo or vitreous 
floor tiles or high quality cement glaze. 
Window frames are aluminium in hard- 
wood surrounds. 

AIR CONDITIONING: All operating 
theatres, laundry, central kitchen, labora- 
tories and lavatories have an artificial 
climate and are provided with a reliable 
supply of clean, warmed (or cooled) air 
at a positive pressure. Rather than a 
large central air-conditioning plant, 
flexibility and the physical extent of the 
scheme requires a number of efficient 
medium and small units positioned 
according to demand. Other spaces of 
the building do not by their nature and 
planning require elaborate air-condition- 
ing. 

TOTAL COST 

Main hr ie 

Ba ol waten. ‘as a 4,800 
Ducts, lift towers, tank rooms, 
coal store ois site 


... £2,605,660 
: 3,500 


Covered ways, etc. a 
Car parks and garages ... 
Bicycle stands : ae 
Road and paths ... he 
Weighbridge adjacent to ‘store ... : 
External drainage ... ka 94,800 
Landscaping 42,600 


Total ... a ag ... £2,832,360 


CUBIC CONTENTS (CU. FT.) 
Main hospital buildings ... 
Staff accommodation 
Boiler house 


4,419,400 
852,390 
67,500 


COST BREAKDOWN FOR A STANDARD GENERAL 
WARD 


~ 


Preliminaries and insurance ... 
Contingencies .. 
Work below lowest floor finish 3, 196 
Structural element 21,263 
Finishings and aes. 
Services ... ; : 
Net cost.. - 

Cost per sq ft. 127s. 


COSCSAWwSH 


_ 


Highly Commended Design : 
(Charles B. Pearson, Son and 
Partners) 


THE MAIN ENTRANCE to the hospital is 
almost mid-way along the site boundary 
to Sibsey-road. The main hospital road 
is sited on the E-W axis of the site and 
terminates at the main hospital entrance 
adjoining the administrative department. 
The area to the south of the main hospi- 
tal road has been allocated to residentiai 
staff which has been sited adjacent to 
Sibsey-road for convenience. The remain- 
ing hospital buildings are sited in the 
north of the main hospital approach road 
which gives access to the main hospital 
entrance, admission casualty entrance and 
yut-patients entrance, with visitors car 
ark adjacent to the main admission en- 
trance. A separate service road is sited 
ilong the north boundary with access to 
Sibsey-road north of Skirbeck House. 
This service road allows direct access to 
the boiler house and laundry sited in 
the north-west corner of the site as well 
is the pharmacy, pathology, mortuary, 
X-ray departments and bulk stores. It is 
ilso intended that non-residential staff 


could use this service road which gives 
direct access to their changing accom- 
modation, together with bicycle shelter 
and car parking facilities. The entrance 
to the maternity department is by means 
of a road linking the main hospital 
approach and the service road. The 
roads into the hospital site are joined 
along the west boundary creating a ring 
road system. Most trees have been re- 
tained together with as much open space 
as possible for amenity purposes and to 
provide space for future extension. The 
open ditch across the site will be cul- 
verted and diverted along the north and 
west boundaries. 

All accommodation required is housed 
at ground floor level in single-storey 
buildings, with the exception of 11 stan- 
dard ward units and the ENT and 
ophthalmic ward units, together with the 
operating theatres; the remaining accom- 
modation above ground floor level is for 
administration and_ residential _ staff 
quarters. 

11 of the 18 ward units which would 
be of standard design are accommodated 
in a multi-storey block, but due to the 
phasing of this particular hospital scheme 
the standard ward units have of necessity 
to be planned as 2 ward blocks. Casualty 
and out-patients departments are adjacent, 
with the medical records department 
between. 

The casualty department has ready 
access to the X-ray department and the 
operating theatres at first floor level. The 
out-patients department with its fracture 
clinic which is adjacent to the casualty 
department has also good access to the 
X-ray department, pathology department 
and the department of physical medicine 
(all capable of extension). The X-ray 
and pathology departments, together 
with the department of physical medi- 
cine, are also readily accessible to the 
ward units by means of an internal 
hospital road. 

This hospital road is a basic feature of 
the scheme and almost all treatment, 
diagnostic and service departments have 
direct access. Adoption of this form of 
circulation has allowed complete separa- 
tion of visitors from normal hospital 
traffic. A disposal corridor (i.e. dirty 
linen and removal of dead bodies to the 
mortuary) is situated below the hospital 
road. There are 18 ward units (11 
standard) (standard ward unit having 28 
beds). 

CONSTRUCTION: Construction proposed 
for the multi-storey ward blocks is an 
RC frame structure consisting of precast 
‘ castellated ’ RC beams supported on in- 
situ RC columns at 20 ft. 6 in. centres 
longitudinally. ‘Castellated’ beams are 
designed to span transversally across the 
ward block in 3 bays, the outer bays being 
spaced at 18 ft. 6 in. centres and the inner 
bay at 8 ft. 6 in. centres. It is proposed 
that a ribbed precast floor approximately 
8 in. deep be carried on the castellated 
beams; the ribs of the precast floors will 
be arranged to suit the hanging centre of 
the suspended ceilings. The resulting 
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floor structure including screed and 
finishes would be about 2 ft. 6 in. deep 
but almost complete freedom is gained for 
the installation of pipe work, conduits and 
engineering services in the large void 
provided above the suspended ceiling and 
below the ribbed precast floors. The 
castellation in the precast RC beams 
enables clear runs for pipe work, etc., 
longitudinally and, as there are no longi- 
tudinal beams, services can also be taken 
transversely across the block with com- 
plete freedom. The walls to the internal 
staircase, lift shafts and large ducts will 
be constructed in in situ RC in order to 
brace the whole structure. 

Construction proposed for the single- 
storey buildings would be a simple RC 
structure of columns at regular intervals 
and carrying a RC slab roof in order that 
partitions can be moved to suit changing 
requirements. The design of this scheme 
should lend itself to much precast con- 
crete. 

FLOOR FINISHES: In the general ward 
and corridor areas—linoleum tiles; in 
operating theatres, treatment rooms and 
sterilising areas—terrazzo floors. Hard- 
wood strips to the dining rooms, common 
rooms and certain offices. 

EXTERNAL FINISHES: The large block 
will have exposed concrete hammer 
finished with exposed aggregate panels at 
lower levels, aluminium or _ bronze 
windows and frames, with vitreous enamel 
steel facing under window panels. The 
single-storey buildings will have concrete 
surfaces faced with slate and aluminium 
double hung sash windows in hardwood 
frames. 

TOTAL COST 
Main buildings pee: 
Gate lodge ... ca 
Fencing and gate ... 
Ducts 
Covered ways, etc. 
Car parks and garages 
Bicycle stands eA 
Roads and paths ... 
Weighbridge adjacent to stores . 
External drainage ... ‘ 
Landscaping 


... £2,415,428 
; 3,550 


£2,541,978 


CUBIC CONTENT (CU. FT.) 
Main hospital buildings ... 
Research accommodation 
Boiler house 


5,611,558 
1,013,875 
90,000 


6,715,433 


Fireplace Makers’ Agreement 


IN A JOINT STATEMENT released this week, 
the National Fireplace Makers’ Associa- 
tion and the North Staffordshire Tile 
Fireplace Association announce a work- 
ing agreement designed to achieve a high 
standard of co-operation on all matters 
relating to the manufacture of fireplace 
surrounds. Under this new agreement, 
both associations will retain their separate 
identities but will each be entitled to 
nominate a representative for the other’s 
executive committee. In each case the 
nominated representative will be fully 
eligible for election to the technical and 
other sub-committees. In addition, full 
membership of the national body will be 
made available to individual members of 
the NSTFA. Mr. H. Rudland is chair- 
man of the NFMA and Mr. S. B. Morrey 
of the NSTFA. 








From Our Own 


The Staines Bridge 
Contract 


THE EXTENSION of the contract period for 
the construction of the Staines Bridge 
prompted a question on March 29 by Mr. 
LIPTON, who urged the Minister of 
Transport to realise he had made ‘a 
colossal blunder both in time and in 
money by rejecting the lowest tender and 
accepting the second lowest tender, with 
the deplorable result which we now face.’ 
Mr. Lipton had first asked what additional 
costs had been incurred as a result of the 
delayed completion of the bridge. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES said the contract 
period had been extended by three 
months because of flooding caused by 
abnormally bad weather last year. ‘ The 
extension of time does not of itself entitle 
the contractors to additional payment,’ 
he pointed out. 

MR. LIPTON hoped the Minister would 
recall that one of the main reasons why 
he did not accept the cheaper tender put 
in by the Alderton Construction Company 
was that the accepted tender would save 
time and that the bridge would be con- 
structed in 21 months? He then made 
his comment about a ‘colossal blunder.’ 

THE MINISTER replied: * The weather 
recently has been the worst that the con- 
struction industry can remember this 
century. Extensions of time in the civil 
engineering and building industries were 
very common last year. There is no doubt 
that in the exposed industries the men 
cannot work as fast with such rainfall as 
we had last year.’ 

Mr. Marples was also questioned about 
the construction time for flyovers and 
underpasses, and he pointed out that the 
Chiswick flyover took two years ten 
months to complete, the tunnels of 
Hanger-lane underpass were completed in 
two years four months and the Hook-road 
underpass was completed in one year nine 
months. He expected that the Hammer- 
smith flyover would be completed one 
year ten months after the start of the 
work. 

MR. RONALD RUSSELL asked whether 
these times were much longer than those 
in many other countries, particularly in 
places like Brussels and Paris. Could not 
something be done to speed things up? 

MR. MARPLES: ‘It is not really possible 
to compare these jobs with each other or 
with jobs abroad. Civil engineering con- 
tracts always depend upon the nature of 
the soil and the nature of the work, dnd 
it is not an easy comparison to make.’ 

| 
Birmingham ‘Skyway’ 
Project 
4 ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME involving 
the construction of a skyway or elevated 
roadway by Birmingham Corporation was 
mentioned in questions to the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, Ministry of Transport, on 
March 29, by one of Birmingham’s MPs, 
MR. LEONARD CLEAVER. 

He asked on what basis compensation 
was paid to householders where a road 
improvement scheme involved the build- 
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Correspondent 


ing of a skyway such as was envisaged 
over the Coventry Road, Yardley, Bir- 
mingham. MR. JOHN Hay said the basis of 
compensation for property required for 
the actual road works would be the same 
as in ordinary highway schemes. Whether 
compensation would be payable in respect 
of other property would depend on the 
facts of each case, in the light of exist- 
ing legislation. 

MR. CLEAVER Said that since this unique 
scheme was announced, there had been 
a serious depreciation in the value of 
residential property and to compensate 
residents on the latter value was most 
unfair. 

MR. HAY said that how far the amount 
of compensation would be affected by 
what might be called the skyway element 
in this project was a difficult question 
which they could not answer until the 
Birmingham Corporation’s proposals had 
been studied in detail. 

MR. CLEAVER then asked the Minister 
of Transport, whether, in view of the fact 
that a double carriageway was adequate 
to meet the traffic needs on the Coventry 
Road, Birmingham, between ‘ The Swan’ 
and the city boundary, and that the pro- 
posed skyway was an uneconomical way 
of using public money, if he would order 
a public inquiry into the desirability of 
this project. 

MR. JOHN HAY said that question was 
based on two suppositions which he could 
not comment upon until they had had an 
opportunity of studying the detailed pro- 
posals of the Birmingham Corporation, the 
highway authority for this road. ‘It is 
too soon, therefore, to say whether a 
public inquiry should be held,’ he said. 

MR. CLEAVER said that from estimates 
it appeared this project would cost at 
least £1.8m. a mile and many residents 
considered there would be a waste of 
money. 

MR. HAY Said they would have to look 
very much more closely into this project 
when they had fuller details. They were 
awaiting the opportunity to have a full 
discussion with the Corporation. 


The National Theatre 
Decision 


THE DECISION not to proceed with the 
construction of a national theatre on 
South Bank announced recently by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, had its 
echo, albeit a faint one, during question 
time on March 30, when sIR EDWARD 
BOYLE, Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, replied to questions by Labour 
MPs. 

Sir Edward indicated that the Chan- 
cellor discussed the matter with the 
chairman of the LCC on March 13 and 
further discussions between the Govern- 
ment and the LCC would take place as 
occasion required. He agreed the Gov- 
ernment’s decision was bound to cause 
disappointment in some quarters but 
there were many who had received it 
with favour, 


MR. KENNETH ROBINSON asked what 
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guidance the Chancellor proposed to give 
to the LCC regarding continual reserva- 
tion of the site for a national theatre, in 
the light of his recent decision. SIR 
EDWARD BOYLE said it was not for the 
Government to give guidance but they 
would keep in close touch with the LCC 
about it. 

MR. ROBINSON wondered if the Govern- 
ment would pledge to provide the LCC 
with £lm. promised by the House in 1959 
if the LCC built the theatre. 

SIR EDWARD said he would be unwise 
to give a pledge of that kind. 


Other Business 
Apprenticeship in Scotland 


MR. WILLIAM ROSS asked the Minister of 
Labour on March 27, what were the num- 
bers of skilled tradesmen and apprentices, 
respectively, in the Scottish building 
industry in 1957 and 1959; and what 
percentages of the total labour force in 
the industry those numbers represented. 

MR. PETER THOMAS, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary: ‘ The Ministry of Works’ census of 
the industry shows that there were 17,080 
apprentices and 53,778 skilled tradesmen 
in 1957 and 16,368 and 53,279 in 1959. 
These numbers represented 16 per cent 
and 49 per cent respectively in 1957 and 
16 per cent and 51 per cent respectively 
in 1959 of the manual workers employed 
in the industry.’ 


Mining and Amenities 

MR, WILLIAM HAMILTON asked the 
Minister of Power on March 27, what 
general directions he had given to the 
National Coal Board to ensure that 
mining activities did not harm or destroy 
the natural beauty of areas in which such 
activities were contemplated. 

MR. JOHN GEORGE, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, wrote: ‘None. The Board is well 
aware of its duty to preserve as far as 
possible the amenities of the countryside, 
and is subject to town and country plan- 
ning law like any other developer.’ 


Fire Safety 

MRS. BRADDOCK asked the Minister of 
Labour on March 27 if he would include 
in the proposed legislation about safety, 
health and welfare in shops and other 
premises, provision to ensure that fire 
authorities would be the _ responsible 
bodies for the application and enforce- 
ment by inspection of any regulations 
made in the fire safety clauses included 
in the Bill. 

MR. JOHN HARE: ‘I appreciate the force 
of this point, and I shall certainly keep 
it in mind.’ 

MRS. BRADDOCK said that at the moment 
fire authorities had no power to look at 
fire precautions or to ensure that fire 
regulations were carried out. Unless this 
state of affairs was remedied there might 
be many more serious fires. 

MR. HARE said he was not unsympa- 
thetic with the point. 

MR. F. LEE said that Mrs. Braddock’s 
request would bring this legislation into 
line with the Factories Acts and would 
therefore be eminently sound. The 
Minister would remember that in the last 
factory legislation fire authorities were 
given this kind of power. 
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MR. HARE said he remembered that, but 
he was discussing the matter and it would 
not be right for him to say anything more 
for the moment. 


Multi-Storey Car Park, London Airport 

In the Commons on March 27 the Par- 
liamentary Secretary, Ministry of Avia- 
tion, announced that the Minister 
intended shortly to invite tenders for the 
design and construction of a multi- 
storey car park in the central terminal 
at London Airport. The possibility of 
providing for long-term parking outside 
the central terminal was also being 
examined. 


Clean Air Act Progress 

MR. EDWIN TAYLOR asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on 
March 28 what percentage of industrial 
towns in Lancashire had made smoke 
control orders; and whether he was satis- 
fied with the progress so far made in 
implementing the provisions of the Clean 
Air Act. 

SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary: ‘There is no accepted definition 
of an industrial town. In Lancashire 36 
per cent of all urban authorities and 49 
per cent of black area urban authorities 
have made orders. Generally speaking, 
quite a good start has been made, but the 
Minister would like to see all black area 
authorities making full and vigorous use 
of their powers.’ 


Maintenance of Royal Palaces 

MR, WILLIAM HAMILTON asked the 
Minister of Works on March 28 what 
had been the cost of maintenance of the 
Royal Palaces in each of the last 10 years; 
ind, in view of the desirability of keeping 
public expenditure down, what steps were 
being taken to ensure that this figure was 
kept within reasonable bounds. 

MR. R, THOMPSON, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, wrote: ‘The cost of maintaining 
the structures and services of the Royal 
Palaces in each of the last 10 years was: 


1951-52 £243,066 
1952-53 £231,417 
1953-54 £233,458 
1954-55 £243,108 
1955-56 £250,472 
1956-57 £251,608 
1957-58 £274,647 
1958-59 £281,577 
1959-60 £313,545 
1960-61 £346,550 (estimated) 
‘This covers Buckingham Palace, 


Windsor Castle, St. James’s Palace, Ken- 
sington Palace, Hampton Court Palace, 
Kew Palace, Marlborough House (Mews) 
and the Palace of Holyroodhouse. Expen- 
diture on Royal Palaces is subject to the 
same close scrutiny as expenditure on 
other buildings for which the Minister 
is responsible.’ 


hames Flood Barrier 

MR. ORAM asked the Minister of Hous- 
ng and Local Government on March 28 
whether he would expedite his considera- 
tion of the Thames flood barrier or some 
*quivalent protective construction. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘I am trying to hasten a 
lecision on the barrier scheme. The 
position at the moment is that the 
Port of London Authority are anxious 
about the effects of such a scheme on 


navigation, and other authorities have 
other reservations. I have arranged for 
an early discussion between representa- 
tives of the principal authorities and the 
consulting engineers to see how their 
questions can be resolved and a decision 
reached.’ 


Greater London Council Proposals 


MR. IREMONGER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on March 
28 when he anticipated being in a posi- 
tion to make a statement of his views 
on the report of the Royal Commission 
on Local Government in Greater Lon- 
don. 

MR. HENRY BROOKE: ‘I have now re- 
ceived replies from 108 local authorities. 
Almost all supported the two points that 
the boroughs and districts: should be 
given greater powers, and that for some 
purposes Greater London needs to be 
treated as a single entity with an overall 
authority within the local government 
structure. Widely different views were 
expressed about the nature, area and func- 
tions of any such authority. 

‘Opinion was almost equally divided 
for and against a directly elected council 
for Greater London. Many of the critics 
of it supported an alternative plan for a 
joint board to co-ordinate the activities 
of the county and county borough 
councils in a limited field—broad town 
planning questions, co-ordination of over- 
spill, major traffic matters and planning of 
main roads. I am studying all the replies 
in detail, and will make a further state- 
ment as soon as possible.’ 


Accommodation for MPs 


During a statement on MPs’ accom- 
modation on March 28, THE SPEAKER 
indicated that temporary office accommo- 
dation for MPs and their secretaries was 
to be provided in the building formerly 
occupied by St. Stephen’s Club. He said 
the Minister of Works had offered to 
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make this available for about three years 
before demolition. He said the Minister 
of Works proposed to start work on the 
roof space scheme at the beginning of 
this year’s summer recess (which would 
be early August) and provided work was 
not unduly interrupted, the North wing 
should be ready after 18 months and the 
remainder after a further 18 months. 


Welsh Teaching Hospital, Cardiff 


During a debate on the Welsh hospital 
services in the Welsh Grand Committee 
on March 29, MISS EDITH PITT, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Health, 
recalled criticism of the winning design 
for the new Welsh Teaching Hospital, 
Cardiff, and how she had given an assur- 
ance following a debate in the House that 
improvements would be effected in the 
plans as they were developed. 

She said the architects and engineers 
were working in close collaboration for 
this purpose with the promoters. They 
had set up offices adjoining the site. The 
work was proceeding apace and sketch 
plans were within sight of completion. It 
was expected that site works would begin 
in about 12 months’ time. When the con- 
struction contract was placed it would 
cover the entire project, the original idea 
of proceeding by stages having been 
abandoned. 


Points from Replies 


‘It is still too soon to forecast when 
the Morpeth, Northumberland, by-pass 
can be started. Preparatory work is con- 
tinuing and construction will be author- 
ised as soon as funds can be available.’ 
(Ministry of Transport, March 29.) 

‘I expect to authorise £98m. of new 
commitments in the current financial! 
year, This includes all major improve- 
ments on motorways, trunk roads and 
classified roads. It excludes maintenance 
and minor improvements.’ (Minister of 
Transport, March 29.) 


London County Council 
The Cost of Land Acquisition 


AT THE MEETING of the LCC on March 28, 
MR. EDGAR E. REED inquired of the 
chairman of the finance committee 
whether figures could be quoted with 
reference to the statement in the latter’s 
recent budget speech, to the effect that 
the Council could be hampered in its 
work by profiteering in land. 

MR. NORMAN G. M. PRICHARD replied 
that the information available indicated 
that over the past seven to ten years there 
had been an increase in the cost of 
acquiring sites for the various services 
of the Council. 

‘This shows,’ he continued, ‘that in 
cases where the Council has itself been 
concerned, the increase in cost has 
varied between 65 per cent and 600 per 
cent, although in private transactions 
outside the activities of the Council the 
increase in value may have ranged be- 
tween 260 and 660 per cent. For hous- 
ing the Council is now spending some- 
what over twice the amount it used to 
spend, and whereas it formerly purchased 
some 60 per cent of the acreage required 


for its housing services in the price range 
of up to £10,000 per acre, it is now only 
securing some 7.5 per cent of its re- 
quirement within this figure. Similarly, 
whereas purchases within the bracket of 
£30,000-£50,000 per acre _ previously 
represented some 2.8 per cent of the 
Council’s purchases, they now represent 
22.7 per cent. 

‘An analysis of the Council’s acquisi- 
tions for housing purposes shows that 82 
housing sites of total acreage of 320 acres 
cost the Council in the three years 1951- 
53—£4,133,000, whereas 81 housing sites 
of total acreage of 322 acres cost the 
Council in the three years 1958-60— 
£8,401,000, i.e., in 7 years the cost more 
than doubled—and this before the Town 
and Country Planning Act of 1959 had 
time to operate fully. It is also inter- 
esting to note that whilst the average 
cost in the three years up to 1960 was of 
the order of £870 site cost per dwelling 
produced, in 1960 itself the figures repre- 
sented an average site cost per dwelling 
of £1,000.’ 











The inadequacy of methods of recruiting and of training for management on 


Training for Site Management 


Mr. Peter Trench Makes Practical Proposals 


the building site was outlined by Mr. Peter Trench, OBE, Director of the 
NFBTE, in an address given on April 7 to the Brixton School of Building 


week-end course held at Englefield Green. 


He puts forward the suggestion 


that the Board of Building Education should set up a committee to consider 
the present system of training for site management in order to satisfy them- 
selves that the quality and quantity of men required by the industry shall 


be adequate to needs. 


AT THIS VERY MOMENT there are in pro- 
gress some 400 building projects of a 
value in excess of £500,000, some 2,000 in 
excess of £250,000 and a very large num- 
ber indeed of £100,000 and upwards. 

Who is in charge of these projects on 
the site, what is his background and train- 
ing, what are his functions and respon- 
sibilities? 

Are we satisfied that we are recruiting 
and training the right type of man? 

What should this training be? 

These are some of the questions I would 
like to answer this evening, and in doing 
so would preface my remarks with two 
points. First that I am speaking as an 
individual and not in my capacity of 
Director, NFBTE, and, secondly my pur- 
pose is to provoke discussion and, if 
necessary, action in fields outside the 
boundaries of this particular week-end 
course. Some of the things I say may not 
be popular either here or in other spheres, 
but that is the penalty one often pays for 
questioning the status quo! 


Traditional Craft Entry 

By tradition the general foreman has 
come up from the crafts, and there will 
be older and wiser men than me who will 
recall the competence of these men before 
the war who, without formal training of 
any kind, produced fine buildings to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. What, if 
anything, has changed in the last twenty 
years? 

First, the very job itself is different. 
No longer is it possible to select labour 
from a queue of eager faces waiting at the 
site office, nor it is possible to sack a man 
because his face doesn’t fit. Few will 
regret the passing of such days. No longer 
does the general foreman employ the bulk 
of the trades himself: the day of the 
specialist has arrived. Nor did the pre- 
war general foreman have to contend with 
the tonnage of paper now apparently part 
and parcel of site operations. I believe, 
too, that the calibre of the trades foremen 
is possibly lower than prewar when sheer 
competition allowed only the survival of 
the fittest. Second, the very nature of 
building has changed: it has become more 
complex, more mechanised, more tied up 
by legal requirements, altogether more 
difficult. Third, the very awakening of 
the industry to the use of modern manage- 
ment techniques has brought about a re- 
quirement for knowledge of subjects such 
as work study, planning and incentive 
bonusing almost unapplied twenty years 
ago. 

In some firms, too, there has been a 
change in policy concerning decentralisa- 


tion from head office to site, and the 
servicing of the general foreman by 
specialist departments. Again, I wonder 
how the changing structure of education 
and the raising of the school leaving age 
has affected this question. Is it possible 
that in times of acute inter-industry com- 
petition for the youth of the country 
there has been a falling off in the calibre 
of boy entering into the building industry, 
and that this has been reflected in the 
calibre of our foremen and general fore- 
men? Before the 1l-plus examination 
were we perhaps receiving more of the 
grammar schoo] types than now? 


Project Management ‘ Never More 
Difficult ’ 


Whatever the reasons, I suggest that 
the management of building projects has 
never been more difficult than today and 
that the quality of the men in charge is, 
to say the least, no higher than before 
the war. 

Who in fact are in charge of the 400 
contracts I referred to at the outset? 
There are undoubtedly a few civil engin- 
eers who are managing building contracts 
on the site; there are undoubtedly some 
exceptional men with no qualifications at 
all but with building in the blood and 
bags of experience and common savvy; 
there are undoubtedly some who, like 
you, have had training in general fore- 
manship; there are a few—a very few— 
who have done Higher National Diploma 
courses or the equivalent who, without 
any craft or trade training, have found 
their way to the site. 


And the 2,000 jobs of between £4} and 
£4m.—who is in charge of those? Some 
of the categories mentioned above, but 
mainly men who have come up from the 
ranks—worthy men, experienced men, 
but possibly men untrained for the fabu- 
lous task which faces them. For it is 
a fabulous task, and one which I sug- 
gest for sheer managing capacity is next 
in difficulty to that of the managing direc- 
tor of the building firm himself. (Mind 
you, size itself is a poor criterion and I 
am only using the value figures of 
£500,000 and £250,000 in an attempt to 
quantify the problem. The cut and carve 
job, the high speed job, the restricted 
site job of £100,000 may well demand a 
man of higher calibre than the very big 
straightforward contract. We must, 
however, have a yardstick for discussion.) 
And the tens of thousands of jobs up to 
£1m. Are these staffed and supervised 
by men who have been trained to do 
this? 
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The Supply Position 


Let us for the moment look at the sup- 
ply of general foremen in the industry 
today. This of course is not accurately 
known but in 1957, as the result of a 
survey, it was estimated that there were 
17,000 men who called \themselves or 
were called general foremen in the em- 
ployment of general building and civil 
engineering firms with more than 50 
operatives. Sufficient, you would say, to 
carry out the 400 or even the 2,000 con- 
tracts referred to above. This, however, 
depends on their training, so perhaps we 
should have a look at post-war history 
and the training figures available. 

The immediate post-war period was not 
the time to think in terms of supervisory 
qualifications requiring years of study; 
the need was too urgent. Some help had 
to be given quickly to men with experi- 
ence but probably without technical 
qualifications who would, after being 
away from the industry, be faced with the 
responsibility of site management. The 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers set up an ‘ad hoc’ committee 
whose duty was to concentrate on com- 
piling a short intensive course which 
would be at once a refresher course in 
building practice and an introduction to 
supervisory subjects. In addition to pro- 
viding an introductory general survey of 
the responsibilities of general foremen, it 
covered elementary mensuration and sur- 
veying, revision of general building prac- 
tice, site planning and organisation, so- 
called site administration, personnel 
management and welfare. 

The response to the course was good. 
3,000 men attended this one-year part- 
time course in the years 1948-1956. 
Some of them are in charge of today’s 
building projects. 

This was, however, no solution to the 
problem of training young men selected 
by their employers as potential general 
foremen. There was an added weakness 
in that standards varied as colleges pro- 
viding the course had no criterion by 
which to measure performance. The 
National Advisory Committee for the 
Training of General Foremen, which suc- 
ceeded the ‘ad hoc’ committee, therefore 
turned its attention to the provision of 
such a course. The result of their de- 
liberations is the present two-year course 
which leads to the City and Guilds 
examination in general foremanship 
studies. The main differences between 
this course and the original course are 
that candidates must be in possession of 
definite technical qualifications or have 
followed a preparatory course. Building 
practice has been cut out and the super- 
visory subjects, site organisation and con- 
trol, site administration and method and 
personnel administration are covered in 
much more detail than was possible in 
the earlier course. 

Unfortunately the response to this 
course has been disappointing. Since 
1956 when the first examination was 
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held, 229 students have entered for it. 
Probably this represents about half 
of those who embarked on certificate 
and preparatory courses. On the other 
hand those who did stay the course 
put up a very good performance as over 
80 per cent passed. Still, 185 men in 
five years is woefully inadequate com- 
pared with the industry’s need of trained 
supervisors. Nor is there much prospect 
of improvement in the near future. True 
there are more students in the second 
year of the course than in any previous 
year, and it is likely that the 1961 entry 
will for the first time exceed 60. This 
is, however, due to the block release 
course at Brixton which will provide 17 
students in addition to those attending 
the usual evening class at the college. 
Unfortunately efforts to start another 
block release course have failed to find 
support. 

Unfortunately, too, the introduction of 
the certificate course resulted in the vir- 
tual elimination of the one-year course 
which it had been hoped would continue 
to serve the needs of men already in 
supervisory positions who, for various 
‘easons, could not follow the longer 
course. 

The Need Not Met 


However valuable week-end courses 
ind series of lectures may be in encourag- 
ng discussion amongst general foremen, 
o my mind they do not meet the urgent 
,eed for educating younger men in the 
esponsibilities of site management. The 
1eed to increase the numbers of potential 
zeneral foremen in training is just as 
irgent now as was the need to establish 
in intensive course after the war. 

Now I do not wish to denigrate the in- 
stimable value of years of technical 
experience nor to dismiss as insignificant 
the training carried out by firms them- 
selves, but would it really be an exaggera- 
ion to say that this very important 
ndustry, so vital to the community and 
0 progressive of recent years, has not 
siven sufficient thought to the necessary 
training of one of its most important 
branches? Here I must make an excep- 
tion of the National Advisory Committee 
for the training of General Foremen, and 
possibly the Institute of Builders and the 
Management Training Committee of the 
NFBTE, all of whom have been active in 
this field, together with those foremen’s 
issociations which have taken an active 
part in training, through their member- 
ship of the committee, by providing lec- 
turers and by encouraging younger 
members to follow courses. 


But, notwithstanding the good work 
done, I do not believe that sufficient 
emphasis has been given to this side of 
the industry’s management requirements. 
Why should this be so? Is it that the true 
worth of a first class trained general fore- 
man has not been appreciated? Is it a 
belief that the qualities of a general fore- 
man can only be developed through prac- 
ical experience? Is it that with the 
stupid system of competitive tendering 
here is insufficient allowance in the 
winning lottery to put the right man in 
harge of the job? Is it that the tradi- 
tional method of promotion to foreman 
to general foreman has remained un- 





questioned? Is it that the industry has 
been too busy training its head office 
personnel to devote sufficient time to the 
training of what is sometimes termed ‘ the 
outside staff’? Is it a failure to realise 
that the management function of the 
general foreman is, as I have said, 
probably the most difficult of all within 
the building company other than that of 
the managing director? Has there pos- 
sibly been a failure to break down the 
barriers between head office and site in 
the management hierarchy? These are 
some of the questions which must be 
answered if progress is to be made. 
Remember all the time I am talking only 
of some 400 men in the first instance and 
possibly some 2,000 in the second. The 
potential figure is, of course, far greater. 
Once having reached the 400 target, then 
the annual feed-in is not likely to exceed 
some 40 or so for this type of contract. 
The problem is by no means insoluble. 


Finding a Name 


Now let us establish the name for the 
400 I have in mind. If there are at 
present 17,000 general foremen then 
“General Foreman’ is not the name for 
the type I am discussing. I am not happy 
about the term ‘Site Agent’ for it has 
unfortunate legal connotations, and in 
any event I think psychologically there 
must be a new name in order to break 
with the past. ‘Project Manager’ is 
nearer the mark, but contrary to what 
many may think this is the United States’ 
term for contract manager and does not 
apply to site management (our ‘Site 
Agent’). The US term of Site Super- 
intendent sounds too much like an 
inspector and would quickly be reduced 
to ‘Super ’—a horrible term. I am not 
a pioneer in building terminology and do 
not intend to be one, so only for the 
purpose of this paper I will call my animal 
a ‘Site Manager.’ This emphasises the 
two essentials. He is on the site and he 
is part of management. 

What is the relationship between him 
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and the professions, his head office and 
the labour force on the site? In brief 
he is the senior representative of his firm 
on the site, and as such he stands to the 
visiting professional representative as the 
managing director of his company does 
to the partner of the professional firm. 
Insofar as his firm is concerned he is 
junior to the contracts manager but on 
a level with, or senior to, all other execu- 
tive and administrative personnel at head 
office who are junior to the contract 
manager. He is therefore part of senior 
management. His debut as site manager 
is likely to be via the smaller contract 
and as an assistant on the large one. He 
will eventually move into head office as 
a contract manager. The board of direc- 
tors would be a reasonable and not in- 
accessible ambition. 

I hope that I am giving the impression 
that I consider this man to be of 
tremendous importance to the firm. He 
is the man who can make or break the 
job: it is his drive which will bring the 
contract out at the right cost and at the 
time programmed, a programme in which 
he himself has had a big say; it will be 
he who will be chasing head office and 
not the other way round, and it will be 
he who will take the chair at site meet- 
ings. It will be this man who will be the 
apex of the pyramid of management on 
the site, working probably through assist- 
ant site managers and sectional general 
foremen and other experts. The success 
of a job will be his glory and not some- 
body’s at head office, for buildings are not 
put up in head offices, they are put up on 
the site: the head office is the staff 
organisation but the battle is fought by 
the troops on the ground and the site 
manager is their commander. Such men, 
to my mind, will strike a new chord in 
building and will be instrumental in 
bringing building costs down and speed- 
ing up building operations. 

When will this happy state of affairs 
come about? Unhappily, not very soon 
—and why not? Simply because we have 


A perspective of a scheme for 60 luxury flats to be built on the Esplanade facing 
the sea at Frinton-on-Sea. The 11-storey block will contain 44 flats and there will 
be 8 flats in each of the two smaller blocks. The architects are Ronald Ward & 
Partners, 29 Chesham-place, Belgrave-square, SW1, and the consulting engineers 


are Hay & Barry, of the same address. 


The total value of this speculative develop- 


ment is £400,000; it has been designed for and is to be built by the Rush & 
Tompkins—Pauling Group 
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neither sufficient calibre men coming for- 
ward for this type of job nor the facilities 
for training them, nor the acceptance by 
more than a small section of the industry 
that there is a need for a complete and 
utter reorientation of our ideas in this 
matter. 


The Ladder of Access 


Where are these site managers to come 
from? First, there will be those like most 
of you who have been through the crafts 
and craft foremanship to become assist- 
ant and then general foremen. Only the 
best are likely to find themselves among 
the ranks of site manager. A number, 
however, will be there. I would venture 
to suggest that these will have taken 
advantage of the opportunity to become 
first ‘ registered foremen’ members of the 
Institute of Builders, and then to have 
qualified for full membership by taking 
the final examination of the Institute. 


Second, there will always be the out- 
standing man who will work his way up 
from the bottom through sheer ability 
and no accredited qualifications. It is 
right that this should be so, but the com- 
petition will become increasingly harder 
and this way of entry more and more 
difficult. 

Third, I suggest the main source of 
recruitment will be from the BSc 
graduate in building, the holder of the 
DipTech or the Higher National Diploma 
and the Associateship of the Institute of 
Builders and—until the building industry 
is producing its own breed—the AMICE. 
These men must have devised for them a 
post-graduate course in site management, 
possibly a three-month full-time course, 
run at the proposed College of Archi- 
tecture and Building, or even at the 
industry’s own management college. Such 
a course, run on project method and 
syndicate principles, would cover among 
others such subjects as site layout, 
material control, cost control, incentives, 
short-term planning, report writing and 
communication, work — study, plant 
economics, industrial relations (including 
the working of the NJC machinery) and 
human relations (including accident pre- 
vention), (Quite apart from such a 
management course I would suggest that 
the curriculum for the courses mentioned 
above should be reviewed as a matter of 
urgency to ensure that sufficient empha- 
sis is given to site management subjects.) 

What, in fact, I am suggesting is that, 
apart from specialist functions such as 
buying, the entry into the chief execu- 
tive positions of the large building firm 
should be through or at least be subject 
to a period of site management for, as I 
have said earlier, building operations are 
carried out on the site, not in the office, 
and it is on the site that the money, time, 
quality and reputation is won or lost. 
Every course in building education 
should recognise this fact. 


The Place in the Hierarchy 


But how to attract—that is the ques- 
tion? The salary must be very attractive 
probably much more than at the 
present time in many firms. The position 
must be given the management status it 


merits, e.g., the senior site manager of a 
firm should be director potential. The 
place of the site manager in the overall 
management hierarchy must be clearly 
defined. 

It should not be a life commitment but 
transferable with positions inside the 
head or branch office after a number of 
years, The qualifications, i.e., the basic 
qualification plus the course in site 
management studies, should be the entry 
to the best jobs in the industry. This 
presupposes in the first instance a high 
academic attainment. The other profes- 
sions must accept the site manager as a 
senior representative of the building firm 
and treat him as such. 

I could, of course, be accused of advo- 
cating a two-tier system of site super- 
vision—the site manager and the general 
foreman—and moreover that I have dealt 
with only a very small part of the over- 
all problem of training general foremen. 
Such an accusation would be valid but 
my defence is that my main concern at 
the moment is with the supervision of a 
limited number of large and complicated 
contracts not always beyond the scope of 
the exceptional craftsman who has been 
promoted, but for which inadequate 
training provision is being made. 


Training the General Foreman 


Turning to the training of the main 
bulk of general foremen I am not an 
expert in these matters and there is much 
truth in the saying ‘a little knowledge is 
dangerous.’ One cannot deny, however, 
that the present number taking the 
course and examination in general fore- 
manship studies falls very far short of the 
industry’s need for general foremen, even 
if we were to confine this to the 2,000 
mentioned earlier in this paper. 

It has been suggested that the course 
is too ambitious and the entry qualifica- 
tions too high for the vast majority of the 
17,000. This is no reason for scrapping 
it, for it is one of the stepping stones to 
the idea of site management advocated in 
this paper. One of the main objections 
to it, the time it takes to qualify for 
admission either by obtaining an Ordinary 
National Certificate or by following a 
preparatory course, will disappear with 
the introduction of the new Full Techno- 
logical Certificate of the City and Guilds. 
Those who have this certificate, which can 
be taken in one year after the Advanced 
craft certificate, will be qualified for 
immediate admission to the general fore- 
manship course. This should reduce the 
demands on those who take foremanship 
classes. Nevertheless I still feel that the 
course may still be more than is required 
by some men who will be in charge of 
the smaller jobs. Surely there is a need 
to consider the reintroduction of the part- 
time one-year course of 1948 for those 
men, some possibly without qualifications 
other than experience? 

There is an equal need for employers 
to ensure that their present general fore- 
men are given the opportunity of attend- 
ing (with block release if the need 
demands) and, second, that in their 
recruitment endeavours they make use of 
the qualified men. It is useless to pay 
the qualified and the unqualified a similar 
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salary, other things being equal. There 


must be a real incentive to qualify. 


Attracting the Right Instructors 


Before finishing it is perhaps necessary 
to make mention of the very real require- 
ment to attract the right instructors for 
the courses I have in view. This is a 
problem in itself and I would welcome 
an interchange between technical colleges 
and industries of teaching staff. Alterna- 
tively, it is necessary for us to earmark 
those of our more competent general 
foremen who have either had experience 
in teaching, or have a natural flair for it, 
to participate in part-time lecturing to 
their colleagues. There is a need, too, 
for more short courses for lecturers in 
general foremanship subjects on the lines 
of those encouraged by the National 
Advisory Committee, particularly those 
catering for the general foreman part-time 
lecturer. 


Which bodies are concerned with the 
matters outlined in this paper? I suggest 
that the training of site managers falls 
within the scope of activities of the Board 
of Building Education which might set 
up a committee to consider the present 
system of training for site management in 
order to satisfy themselves that the 
quality and quantity required by the 
industry are being produced. 


The question of improving the present 
certificate course is a matter for the 
National Advisory Committee in conjunc- 
tion with the City and Guilds. That of 
reintroducing the one-year course a 
matter primarily for the National Advi- 
sory Committee for the Training of 
General Foremen. None of these pro- 
posals, however, will have any chance of 
success unless they are tangibly supported 
by employers in general in a real belief 
that the time has come when every 
possible avenue of approach should be 
considered whereby ultimately the level 
of site management is_ considerably 
improved. Courses and training schemes 
do not just happen. They arise as a result 
of demand—in this case the demand from 
employers. I believe the demand is there, 
but it must be voiced and it must be 
backed by reasonable proposals. This I 
have tried to do in my paper. 


Dwellings for Wallasey 
£3m. Scheme Envisaged 


WALLASEY TOWN COUNCIL is considering a 
scheme involving the expenditure of some- 
thing like £3,000,000 and one for pro- 
viding for extensive building on the 
£1,000,000 promenade at New Brighton. 
The scheme provides for a self contained 
community with four 15-storey blocks of 
flats each containing seventy-four one- 
and two-bedroomed flats, and seven seven- 
storey blocks of two - bedroomed 
maisonettes; a twelve-storey block of 
bachelor flats and groups of two- and 
three-bedroomed houses. It is also pro- 
posed to provide a shopping precinct to 
include a restaurant and an inn. The site 
proposed to be developed covers 23 acres. 
Reema (Chesterfield) Ltd., are the spon- 
sors, the architects being Stephenson, 
Young and Partners, Liverpool. 
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The Council on Tribunals 


Planning Decision 


IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS on March 16 
LORD SILKIN asked the Government 
whether their attention had been drawn 
to a recent planning appeal decision in 
respect of an application to quarry lime 
from a gravel pit in the Saffron Walden 
area; whether the decision of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government had 
been considered by the Council on 
Tribunals, and whether the Government 
could make a statement. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR’ (Viscount 
Kilmuir) said: ‘ This is a matter which 
has been considered by the Council on 
Tribunals. They have sent me a report 
on the case and I am at present engaged 
in considering it, in consultation with the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. Questions of importance affecting 
planning inquiries are involved, and I am 
not yet in a position to make a state- 
ment.’ 

LORD SILKIN asked for an assurance 
that in the meantime no action would be 
taken on the consent that had been given 
or on the appeal that had been allowed 
because it was held that the decision 
might be detrimental to the people of the 
neighbourhood and, if the allegations 
were correct, had been given on improper 
grounds. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR said he would 
1ave to consult Mr. Brooke on that point, 
yut he went on to say ‘I am treating this 
natter as one of great importance, which, 
{ think, involved very serious issues.’ 


Mr. Brooke Questioned 


In the Commons on March 21 mr. 
ORFIELD asked the Minister of Housing 
ind Local Government what action he 
proposed to take to amend Section 31 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1959, in the light of the decision in 
3uxton v. Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘ The law provides that 
he planning applicant and the planning 
.uthority, as well as anyone else with 
rights under Section 37 arising out of 
»wnership of the land, can make applica- 
ion to the High Court to have a decision 
f the Minister quashed on certain 
erounds. I do not think there is a case 
for empowering other people to apply to 
he Court, if none of those thinks fit to 
io so. A grant of planning permission 
joes not, of course, impair the rights of 
idjoining owners at common law.’ 

MR. MICHAEL STEWART asked the Minis- 
er to consider whether arrangements 
could be made whereby people who were 
interested, as distinct from being legally 
aggrieved, by the grant of planning per- 
mission, were fully informed when appli- 
cations for planning permission were 
made. 

Remarking that he had been giving this 

good deal of consideration, MR. BROOKE 

lid: ‘I do not think that it would be 
‘nsible to require planning authorities to 
advertise all the planning applications 
that are made, for they run into some- 
thing like 500,000 a year. But I am 
anxious that the local authorities should 


Under Examination 


bring to the notice of local people who 
may be interested any proposals of a 
major character, and I have it in mind to 
circularise authorities on those lines.’ 

Mr. Brooke was also asked three 
questions about why he had allowed the 
appeal of D. Heath & Sons Ltd. against 
a refusal of planning permission by the 
Saffron Walden RDC, and he later circu- 
lated the passage of his decision letter, 
which explained why he differed from his 
inspector’s recommendation to dismiss 
the appeal. 


The Minister’s Letter 


The extract from the decision letter of 
September 17, 1959, was as follows: 


‘The Minister notes that the Inspector’s 
recommendation turned on his assessment 
of the amount of chalk dust likely to be 
caused. He agrees with the Inspector that 
the moisture content of the chalk would 
prevent dust arising from the proposed 
operations of winning and working, and 
that any risk of dust being blown on to 
neighbouring land would emanate mainly 
from the stockpile. Some of the fears 
expressed at the inquiry were based on 
the assumption that chalk would be finely 
crushed or burnt, but your clients said 
that these processes would not be carried 
out. The Minister has considered the risk 
of dust arising from stockpiling and subse- 
quent handling of chalk and the effects such 
dust might have on plants and animals, 
and has consulted the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food. Although the 
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possibility of some dust dispersal beyond 
the site cannot be entirely ruled out in the 
driest months, it seems to him that it 
would be occasional only and, with proper 
safeguards and having regard to the 
arrangements proposed by your clients, 
would be insufficient in quantity to cause 
damage to crops or livestock or to cause 
serious discomfort to persons living in the 
area. He is further satisfied that chalk 
from the appeal site would make a useful 
contribution to an area which is partly 
dependent on pits lying at a distance and 
that it can be won from the site without 
harm to neighbouring interests. The 
Minister recognises the Council’s desire to 
see the restoration of the gravel pit, but 
he cannot see that the amenity objections 
to continued mineral working are strong 
enough to outweigh the arguments in 
favour of exploiting land already disturbed 
by these operations. He has therefore 
decided to allow your clients’ appeal sub- 
ject to conditions.’ 


MR. MICHAEL STEWART asked if the 
Minister accepted that this was, as had 
been described by the Lord Chancellor, 
a very serious matter, and had he noticed 
that the learned judge in Buxton v. the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment had said in effect that he did not 
believe the Minister’s account of his 
consultations with the Minister of Agri- 
culture. 


MR. BROOKE said that as the manner in 
which he had reached this decision had 
been reported by the Council on Tribunals 
to the Lord Chancellor, who had the 
matter under consideration, he did not 
think that in those circumstances he 
should be pressed to say anything more 
at this stage. 


Book Review 


*.* Books noted in these columns may 
be obtained on application to the Book 
Dept., ‘ The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2. Cash (to include postage 
on books to the value of 10s., 9d.; over 
10s., ls. 6d.) should accompany the order. 


THE MODULOR. 
TO THE HUMAN SCALE 
APPLICABLE TO ARCHITECTURE 
MECHANICS. By Le Corbusier. 
don: Faber and Faber, Ltd.) 
12s. 6d. net. 


IT HAS been recently suggested that, in 
the interests of our export trade, we shall 
have to go over to decimal coinage. 
Logically it could be argued that we 
should also adopt the metric system of 
measurement. Whether it would be prac- 
ticable to abandon our well-rooted 
system of feet and inches is doubtful, but 
if it were, then Le Corbusier’s Modulor 
might well be considered as a standard 
for adoption by the building industry. 


First published in a translation by 
Peter de Francia and Anna Bostock in 
1951, the book is now re-issued in a 
paper-covered edition. Setting forth, as 
it does, in the author’s rather rambling 
and repetitive fashion, the inception of 
the idea and its development as a tool 
in architectural design, the book has a 
special interest of its own, though from 
the point of view of the designer some- 
thing briefer and tauter, with many more 
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examples of the practical application of 
the system, would probably be more 
useful. 

The Modulor, of course, is not an ideal 
proportion in itself but a proportioning 
grid based on the human figure, the 
square and the Golden Section. Some of 
the narrow rectangles at the extremes of 
its ‘two weaves’ would not be of much 
use in the general run of architectural 
design, though Le Corbusier himself has 
worked a variety of them into his own 
buildings, notably in the form of slit- 
like windows at Ronchamp. The test 
for many is whether some of these shapes 
and their combinations please the eye, 
and the answer is not likely to be always 
in the affirmative. But, of course, it is 
open to the designer to choose those he 
prefers. Coming at a time when the 
problems of standardisation are being 
more and more closely studied, this new 
edition of a notable contribution to the 
subject is particularly welcome. 

G. J. HOWLING. 


Books Received 


VICTORIAN COMFORT. By John Gloag. 
(London: Adam & Charles Black.) Price 
50s. 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE SIMPLY EXPLAINED. 
By H. Kaylor. (London: Contractor's 
Record Ltd.) Price 28s. 

MOTOPIA. By G. A. Jellicoe. 
Studio Books.) Price 42s. 


(London: 
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The Building Industry in Transition 


The Need for a Greater Exchange of Information and a Closer Relation Between Principals 


A general appreciation of the building industry was given in a paper by 
Mr. Arthur Ling, FRIBA, MTPI, Coventry city architect and planning 
officer, to the first meeting at Coventry of the Midlands branch of the 


Institute of Builders. 


The meeting was held at the Hotel Leofric on March 23. 


Mr. Ling spoke of certain weaknesses in the structure of the industry and 
made suggestions for improvement and greater efficiency. He placed emphasis 
on such matters as the need for research into production methods, bulk 
ordering and economy, proper pre-planning, and the elimination of the 
fluctuating cost element. Negotiated contracts and the question of greater 
initial co-operation between the principals were also considered. 


THE BUILDING INDUSTRY plays a very im- 
portant part in the life of the nation; 
new construction work is a form of in- 
vestment into which nearly one-tenth of 
the national income goes. The construc- 
tion industry is in fact the country’s 
largest industry. Of the country’s capital 
investment something like a half goes into 
construction work; two-fifths of this is in 
houses and flats; buildings for education 
and health make up about one-tenth and 
work for transport and roads is roughly 
the same. Both private industry and com- 
merce each claim one-seventh of the total 
investment. The industry employs 14m. 
people, nearly 6} per cent of our total 
employment, and its activities are roughly 
divided equally between private de- 
velopers and public authorities. Not all 
its work, however, is building for the 
future. There is much to be done by 
way of repairs and maintenance of exist- 
ing buildings and this requires about one- 
third of the industry’s output total; in 
1959 it was £2,400m., 6 per cent of the 
whole national output. 


Strange Composition 

Perhaps the varied tasks which the in- 
dustry is called upon to perform help to 
explain its strange composition. It com- 
prises more than 90,000 firms, old and 
new, big and small. About one-quarter 
of these are one-man affairs, and another 
half employs less than 10 men. Most of 
these small firms are in the specialist 
trades. At the other end of the scale 
there are the 170 big firms employing be- 
tween them about a quarter of a million 
operatives, one-sixth of the total labour 
force in the industry. 


The industry is in a state of transition 
between traditional and modern tech- 
niques. The present inter-mixture is indi- 
cated by the materials it requires 
annually—7,250m. bricks, 35m. cu. yd. of 
sand, 12m. tons of cement, 50m, sq. yd. 
of plasterboard, and 4m. steel reinforcing 
rods. Modern techniques need more ex- 
tensive plant and equipment. Each year 
the industry invests £35m. in plant, £10m. 
in its own buildings. and £llm. in 
vehicles. It is to be expected that the 
larger firms find it easier to expand in 
this way but, of course, the large firms are 
not necessarily suited to undertake small 
jobs or maintenance work and the smaller 
building units as things stand are still 
essential. 

Undoubtedly efficiency in the building 
industry is improving, but can one say 
that it has reached a satisfactory level? 


Between 1948 and 1959 its output rose 
by 28 per cent. This compared with a 
48 per cent rise in the output of the 
manufacturing industry. The numbers 
employed fell by 2 per cent, so that 
output per head increased by about 30 
per cent. The labour force in the manu- 
facturing industry during the same period 
increased by 14 per cent, and this is 
indicative of the switch-over to produc- 
tion in the factory in preference to the 
site. More thought and research is now 
being given to the manufacture of com- 
ponent prefabricated parts of buildings 
with the aim of cutting down to a mini- 
mum the labour content of a job on the 
site. The more, of course, the work can 
be transferred to the factory the less the 
jobs are at the mercy of the weather. 

The alternative to moving a substantial 
part of the construction from the site to 
the factory is to bring factory conditions 
to the site. At Coventry this is perhaps 
more essential than elsewhere, for how 
tempting is the attraction of the clean, 
warm and dry car factory in contrast to 
the cold, windy and wet conditions on 
the site. It should be possible to develop 
systems of construction whereby reason- 
able conditions are provided on the site. 
There have been, in various parts of the 
world, experiments to enable all building 
work to be under cover. I have been 
reading recently of the erection of a 10- 
storey block of flats in Sweden which was 
carried out on a workshop basis, the 
workshop moving up the building as it 
progressed and consisting of prefabricated 
demountable sections which roofed and 
walled in the top working floor so that 
everything and everybody was dry and 
warm. There are, no doubt, some con- 
tractors who are thinking about these 
problems in this country, but the research 
on this aspect seems to me to be rather 
hit and miss and we need to organise it 
more efficiently. 


Safety in Industry 


While I am on the subject of labour 
conditions I would like to support any 
moves that might be made to improve the 
safety conditions in the construction in- 
dustry. Recently the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Labour pointed out 
that in the last seven years one man in ten 
in the construction industries had been 
badly hurt and in the last six years one 
man in a thousand had been killed. 
Accidents reported in 1960 totalled over 
20,000, 2,000 more than in 1959, and 
fatalities were up by 65. We all need to 
think about these distressing figures and 


see whether we cannot aim at a higher 
code of safety regulations. 

There are many well-known systems 
of construction, but perhaps the most 
interesting is the most recent, that used 
by CLAsp—the consortium of local autho- 
rities in which many such authorities join 
together to give continuity in develop- 
ment, bulk ordering and economy. One 
of the difficulties faced by the contractor 
developing a system of his own is that 
of securing a large enough continuous 
programme to be able to pass on to the 
building owners the economies which are 
only inherent in the system if the capital 
equipment can be used to the full; that 
is to say there must be no gaps in the 
programme and orders must be of a size 
which will keep the plant in full opera- 
tion. I feel there is a case for closer and 
a more continuous liaison between the 
architects and the building industry in 
order to achieve an economic basis for 
further development on these lines. It 
may be that in the future it will be neces- 
sary for architects, engineers and con- 
tractors to share the results of their re- 
searches into new systems of construction 
so that they become available to everyone. 


Economy and Efficiency 


In the search for economy and effi- 
ciency there are many other aspects of 
our work which we ought to examine. 
For example, should bills of quantities be 
prepared on an elemental basis so that 
cost planning on the architect’s side can 
be followed up by corresponding break- 
down of cost in the tendering process? 
Can we save duplication of work as be- 
tween the quantity surveyor and those 
who are responsible for estimating in the 
contractor’s office? Why is there always 
so much delay in clearing up maintenance 
work? Ought we to increase the size of 
retention moneys so that there-is greater 
incentive? Have we found the _ best 
method of dealing with claims? At pre- 
sent it seems that we often spend more 
money on settling them than the actual 
claim amounts to. 

There is now a much keener apprecia- 
tion of the responsibility of the building 
industry towards society, and I think we 
have reached the stage when it should 
no longer be regarded as a field in which 
one can just ‘have a go.’ This attitude 
has not been entirely eliminated, but I 
believe it is being gradually put to shame 
by a much more responsible, scientific 
approach which recognises the need for 
planning, design and efficiency. 

A great deal has been written and said 
on the subject of pre-planning recently 
as though it were something entirely new 
and slightly mysterious. So far as I can 
determine it means simply arranging for 
information, materials and labour to be 
on the job exactly when required in 
accordance with a pre-determined pro- 
gramme. All the new materials, new 
methods and new plant in the world are 
of no avail if this basically simple opera- 
tion is not properly organised, and it is 
the only way in which contracts can be 
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finished on time. The fact that this so 
rarely happens is a clear indication that 
very few builders carry the exercise 
through to its proper completion, if they 
ever attempt it at all in the first place. 
To work with the few that do is a joy, 
with the remainder it is agony, the archi- 
tect spending far more time than he can 
possibly afford trying to teach his grand- 
mother to suck eggs on the one hand, and 
placating angry clients on the other. 

I am told that in America it is more 
than an architect dare do to ask a con- 
tractor if he has thought about A, con- 
sidered its effect on B, or ordered C—the 
chap would be insulted. Would that we 
could reach something approaching that 
happy state in this country. As it is, with 
labour costs rising the difference between 
the firm which is well organised in this 
way and one which is not, will become 
more marked until the latter is gradually 
forced out of business. And the same 
applies to the architect’s office, for I do 
not seek one standard of efficiency for the 
builder and a lower one for the architect 

-the builder cannot do his job properly 
unless the architect is efficient and there 
is room for improvement, although not so 
much as there was five years ago. One 
of the most important men in the industry 
is the general foreman. I feel there is a 
need for special training facilities to 
equip him for the job of coping with the 
problems of site organisation and manage- 
ment. Only the more progressive con- 
tractors appear to pre-plan their contracts 
with the foreman coming in on the plan- 
ning team. Such a programme would 
give the dates when information on sub- 
contracts, etc., is required and help keep 
the architect up to scratch. 


Tendering Procedure 


During the last two years there has 
een an increasing use of the firm price 
contract. This has proved much more 
cceptable to the client developers, local 
authorities and private individuals, for 
they do not like increases in cost during 
the process of the job, whether they are 
caused by the architect or the building 
‘ontractor, or by rises in the cost of 
wages and materials. It is my view that 
we should endeavour to eliminate the 
fluctuating cost elements in the building 
industry as far as possible. Bound up 
with cost is the question of speed, for if 
buildings are completed more quickly 
invested capital is lying idle for shorter 
periods and therefore the client is happier, 
but how many completion dates do con- 
ractors manage to adhere to? Of course, 
(here are so many reasons for delay—the 
weather, difficulty in obtaining labour; 
ub-contractors do not produce the goods 
on time—particularly, of course, the 
nominated one—the architects do not pro- 
duce the drawings, the foreman and the 

te agent change, and so on. 

I am inclined to think that we need to 
0k again at the RIBA Form of Contract 
nd define more closely the basis for 

legitimate delays. I think that sub-con- 
tractors should be tied to a precise pro- 
ramme just as the contractor is by his 
ompletion date. Ideally, all the sub- 
ontractors should be decided before the 
‘nder is made and an agreement on a 


programme with dates arrived at. There 
should be a more precise way of deciding 
whether the weather has really delayed 
the work abnormally. After all, the 
weather is usually bad and if we are 
always going to invoke the weather as an 
excuse, building in this country is going 
to remain pretty inefficient. We really 
ought to plan our building industry on the 
assumption that the weather is going to 
be bad and take the necessary technical 
and constructional means to avoid its 
effect on building operations. 


Form of Contract 


There is also the question of what form 
of contract is most advantageous. Too 
often, in my view, the client insists on 
open competition. He thinks it safe- 
guards him against undue profiteering and 
influence but, with so many different 
kinds of contractors who are capable of 
producing different kinds of buildings, 
open competition can lead to the client 
getting the worst building for the most 
money. Much more sensible is the basis 
of selective tendering where you choose 
a limited number of contractors whom 
you know are capable of constructing cer- 
tain types and sizes of buildings so that 
tendering between them is on a reason- 
ably fair basis. 

I do not, however, see why there should 
always be competitive tendering. Cer- 
tainly from time to time you need to 
check on the current market prices by 
competitive tendering, but between these 
checks it will be shown in time that 
negotiated contracts enable much more 
co-operation between’ the architect, 
engineer, surveyor and builder to be 
achieved right from the early stages. Such 
contracts also enable certain advances to 
be made and experiments carried out 
which would be impossible on the com- 
petitive tendering basis. 

We need in building for the future to 
think about new techniques, particularly 
in relation to high buildings. Urban re- 
newal describes in two words one of the 
biggest tasks this country faces in the 
next fifty years. It will demand extensive 
high building to renew the outworn areas 
of so many 19th-century towns. At the 
moment tall blocks of flats are the most 
expensive form of housing.. Other coun- 
tries find that houses are more expensive 
to build than flats, which indicates, I 
think, that we need to bring our tech- 





715 


niques up to date. We need to examine 
very closely the various elements in a 
building contract—labour, movement of 
materials, scaifolding, etc.—to see 
whether they can be reduced further. In 
addition we must cut down maintenance 
costs. I see no reason why buildings shall 
not be designed so that they require no 
maintenance. The need for this is par- 
ticularly apparent externally for tall 
blocks of flats; one does not want to have 
to provide special gear for external repair 
and maintenance work. 

All these issues call for greater under- 
standing between architects, quantity sur- 
veyors, engineers and contractors, and the 
development of greater confidence and 
mutual trust. For this reason I welcome 
wholeheartedly the establishment of the 
Midlands branch of the Institute of 
Builders, the first branch, I understand, to 
be set up. In this respect you are follow- 
ing on the heels of the architects, for the 
Coventry Society of Architects is known 
as Chapter No. 1. 

In this connection as architects we have 
tried to provide a meeting point for all 
sections of the building industry in the 
new Building Information Centre which 
the Corporation decided to set up in my 
department earlier this year. The aims of 
this centre, apart from the dissemination 
of information, are to promote, encourage 
and maintain a general spirit of co- 
operation between the local authority, 
architects and allied professions, builders 
and manufacturers, with a view to main- 
taining and, where possible, improving the 
general standard of building and archi- 
tecture, particularly in the City of 
Coventry. We hope that this centre will 
help to bring much closer co-operation 
between everyone in the building industry 
and we hope that you, as builders, will 
contribute towards its success. 





Harrogate Conference on Clean Air 


A VERBATIM REPORT of the proceedings of 
the 1960 Harrogate conference of the 
National Society for Clean Air is now 
available, price 25s., from the Society’s 
headquarters, at Field House, Breams 
Buildings, London, EC4. Of particular 
interest are the reports and tables on the 
Society’s questionnaire to local authori- 
ties on the working of the Clean Air Act. 
The report is illustrated and the discus- 
sions which followed the papers are given. 





Agwadnet by Talterd , built whim he shaightenad ont Bridliass Oxfrird Comal in he 19308. 
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Shannon Free Airport 


Extensive Industrial and Domestic Development 


LARGE-SCALE industrial and _ residential 


development is under way at Shannon 
Free Airport. Further development at 


the airport itself will facilitate trans- 


atlantic air services and provide for jet 
The 
financial support from the Irish Republic 


aircraft. projects are receiving 


Government. 


The ultimate aim is to build 50 factories 


with an adjacent few town to house 


50,000 in 
Towards this long-term plan 


the estuary of the Shannon. 
industrial 


development to the value of £4m. has 


The terminal building at 


new 


Shannon 


FROM OUR EIRE CORRESPONDENT 


been planned for the next five years. The 
sum of £2m. has already been allocated 
and a further £400,000 earmarked for 
housing. Eight new industries have so 
far been established by British, Dutch, 
Rhodesian and 


American, German, 


Japanese interests. 


Inducements offered to industrialists 
include factories at low rentals; freedom 
1983; grants for 


training employees; a 


from taxes. until 


machinery and 
strategic distribution centre for regular 


cargo flights, east and west; and location 























Airport designed in the architect’s 


department of the Republic of Ireland Department of Industry and Commerce 


Plan and elevations of a standard factory unit designed by T. A. Garland Ltd., 
consulting engineers 
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within a customs-free zone. 


The site reserved for industrial develop- 
ment extends over an area of 250 acres 
and to date some eight factories are near- 
ing completion on the first 30-acre sec- 
tion. Twenty standard factory bays, each 
containing 16,500 sq. ft. of usable floor 
space have been completed. The Dutch 
pianoforte manufacturers, Rippen, have 
established another factory covering 
50,000 sq. ft. of floor space built round 
a 50,000 sq. ft. open space to be used 
initially as a car park, but which will 


an 


Typical block of flats designed by Mr. 
Brendan O’Connor 


later be roofed over to provide for in- 
creased production as necessary. 


The airport terminal buildings have 
been designed by the architect’s depart- 
ment of the Republic of Ireland’s Depart- 
ment of Industry and Commerce. The 
pianoforte factory, some housing, and the 
general layout of the housing estate is 
under the direction of Mr. Frank Gibney; 
flats have been designed by Mr. Brendan 
O’Connor; standard factories by T. A. 
Garland Ltd., consulting engineers; and 
the co-ordination of factory and housing 
development is by Messrs. Downes and 
Meehan. The principal contractors are 
Thomas McInerney & Sons Ltd., for 
houses, flats and the runway; J. & G. 
Murphy (Cork) Ltd., for the standard fac- 
tories; and Collen Bros. (Dublin) Ltd., for 


the Rippen pianoforte factory. 
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‘Morris & Co., 1861-1940’ 
Current Exhibition at the V&A 


THIS EXHIBITION, organised by the Arts 
Council of Great Britain to com- 
memorate the centenary of the founda- 
tion of the firm of Morris & Co., in April, 
1861, is being shown at the Victoria & 
Albert Museum until April 30. 

The exhibition is designed to give a 
comprehensive picture of the work of the 
firm from its earliest days until its dis- 
solution in May, 1940, and includes 
pieces of furniture, stained glass, wall- 
papers, woven and printed fabrics, car- 
pets, embroideries, metalwork, glass and 
pottery. together with original designs 
and documents relating to the work of 
the firm. 

The firm, under the title of Morris, 
Marshall, Faulkner & Co., came into 
being on April 11, 1861. The original 
partners were William Morris himself; 
the Pre-Raphaelite painters Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti, Ford Madox Brown and 
Sir Edward Burne-Jones; the architect 
Philip Webb; Peter Paul Marshall, who 
was an engineer and surveyor, and 
Charles J. Faulkner, an Oxford don who 
gave up his academic career for the pur- 
suit of commercial art. A _ circula: 
heralding the firm’s foundation explained 
that it was an association of artists 
banded together to produce ‘ any species 
of decoration, mural or otherwise, from 
pictures, properly so-called, down to the 
consideration of the smallest work sus- 
ceptible of art beauty.’ 

The earliest work comprised furniture, 
mostly of a medieval character, stained 
glass, embroidery for both church and 
domestic use, table glass and metalwork. 
The furniture was designed either by 
Philip Webb or Ford Madox Brown. A 
sturdy oak table designed by Philip 
Webb about 1860-65 and a simple, rush- 
seated chair of the same date, designed 
by Ford Madox Brown, are included in 
the exhibition. A more spectacular piece 
of work is the ‘St. George Cabinet,’ also 
designed by Philip Webb, but decorated 
with paintings by William Morris with 
scenes from the legend of St. George. 
This cabinet, which now belongs to the 
Victoria & Albert Museum, was shown 
by Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co. at 
the International Exhibition of 1862. 

The firm made its first public appear- 
ance at this exhibition, where it 
showed furniture, stained glass and em- 
broideries, and was awarded two gold 
medals by the jurors of the exhibition. 
The work of Dante Gabriel Rossetti is 
represented by a cartoon for stained 
glass, which was also shown at the 1862 
Exhibition, and an actual stained-glass 
window, entitled ‘ Music,’ which came 
from the house of Birket Foster, the well- 
known Victorian water-colourist. Also 
from Birket Foster’s house comes a 
painted panel of tiles illustrating the 
story of the ‘Sleeping Beauty.’ The pic- 
torial panels were designed by Burne- 
Jones and the ‘Swan’ pattern tiles sur- 
rounding them by Philip Webb. The plain 
white tiles were imported from Holland 
and painted by Charles Faulkner and his 


two sisters, Kate and Lucy, in 1864, and 
fired in a kiln in the basement of 8 Red 
Lion-square, Holborn, the first premises 
occupied by the firm. 

In 1865 the firm moved to larger 
premises at 26 Queen-square, Holborn, 
and in 1877 showrooms were opened at 
264 (later 449) Oxford-street. In 1881 
the workshops were transferred to an 
old-silk weaving factory at Merton 
Abbey. In 1917 the Oxford-street 
premises were disposed of and the firm 
moved to 17 George-street, Hanover- 
square, where it remained until 1940. 


Work at Merton Abbey 


The most important move in the his- 
tory of the firm was undoubtedly the 
move to Merton Abbey in 1881. Until 
that time, the smallness of the premises 
at Queen-square (with an _ adjoining 
building in Ormond-yard) had meant 
that much of the work had to be put 
out to other firms, but at Merton Abbey 
most of the manufacture could be carried 
out by the firm itself, under Morris’s 
own direct supervision. The most ambi- 
tious project at Merton Abbey was the 
revival of high-warp tapestry weaving on 
medieval lines, an art that had virtually 
died out in Victorian England. One of 
the finest exhibits is the ‘Forest’ 
tapestry, designed by William Morris and 
Philip Webb, which was woven at Merton 
Abbey in 1885. 

A drawing of the Merton Abbey work- 
shops, included in the Exhibition, gives 
some indication of the work carried out 
there. It shows tapestry-weaving, stained- 
glass painting, hand-weaving, and the 
hand-block printing of the Morris 
chintzes. It was not until the move to 
Merton Abbey that Morris was able to 
revive the obsolete and costly method of 
indigo-discharge printing, which involved 
the use of vast indigo dye vats. Some 
of Morris’s most beautful designs, includ- 
ing the ‘Wandle’ (which is in the exhi- 
bition), were produced by this laborious 
and expensive method, but Morris felt 
that the result well-justified the expense. 

The exhibition includes many examples 
of the famous Morris wallpapers and 
chintzes, dating from the earliest wall- 
papers such as the well-known ‘ Daisy,’ 
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‘Fruit’ and ‘ Trellis’ first issued in 1864. 
to later examples designed by J. H. 
Dearle, Morris’s chief assistant, shortly 
before the first world war. It is interest- 
ing to note that some of the wallpapers 
and chintzes have been in continuous pro- 
duction since they were first designed, 
nearly a century ago, for even after 
Morris & Co. went out of business in 
1940, these designs continued to be 
printed by other firms and are on the 
market today. 

While many of the Morris chintzes and 
wallpapers will be familiar to many visi- 
tors, much of the work of the firm is now 
completely unknown. Among the un- 
familiar material is a trial panel of 
embroidery, designed by William Morris 
for the decoration carried out by the 
firm at St. James’s Palace in 1881. 
Although much of the painted decoration 
executed by Morris & Co. at St. James’s 
is still there, the embroidered curtains, 
apart from this trial piece, have com- 
pletely disappeared. Other embroideries, 
such as the panel illustrating Chaucer’s 
‘Romaunt of the Rose’ and an elaborate 
wall-hanging, both of which were 
specially designed for Rounton Grange, 
built by Philip Webb in 1872-6, will be 
equally unfamiliar. 

The greatest surprises, perhaps, will be 
in the later work of the firm of Morris 
& Co., executed after Morris’s death in 
1896. Among this work is a cabinet, a 
wallpaper and a very splendid copper 
table lamp, all designed by W. A. S. Ben- 
son, who had his own firm, but became a 
director of Morris & Co. in 1905. It is 
not generally realised that Morris & Co., 
apart from selling goods produced in 
their own workshops, also sold articles 
produced by other firms and by indi- 
vidual. artist-craftsmen. Many people 
will no doubt recognise the pottery and 
tiles made by William de Morgan, which 
were sold regularly by Morris & Co. from 
about 1882, but the pottery animals by 
Stella R. Crofts, which were exhibited 
and sold by the firm in the 1920’s, will 
possibly come as a shock to many Morris 
devotees. 

The work of May Morris, William 
Morris’s youngest daughter, is repre- 
sented by a wallpaper designed by her 
in 1883, when she was 21 years of age, 
by several embroideries dating from 
about 1885-1890, and by a late original 
design dated 1921. 


London Heating Contractors 


Call for Collaboration on Training 


ONE HUNDRED MEMBERS Of the London 
and Home Counties branch of the Asso- 
ciation of Heating, Ventilating and 
Domestic Engineering Employers 
attended their branch annual general 
meeting at the Connaught Rooms, Lon- 
don, WC2, on March 28. After an 
address by the president, MR. ROY COX, 
there was a lively discussion on a wide 
variety of topics including firm price ten- 
dering, wage claims and training arrange- 
ments. Members were warned that their 
intake of apprentices was much too low. 

There was, however, an_ interesting 


sidelight on the training programme for 
qualified heating engineers at _ the 
industry’s National College. Mr. Cox 
contended that contractors were under- 
taking more than their fair share of this 
training and that consulting engineers, 
local authorities and other bodies should 
make more use of the training facilities. 
At the moment, about 80 per cent of the 
students at the National College were 
placed there by contractors. 

Mr. F. Hubbard was re-elected chair- 
man of the branch for a second year and 
Mr, C. Oates was elected vice-chairman. 


G* 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 


new features—is intended to give 


brief details only of the products 


mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 158 of this 


issue. 


1. Lightweight Aggregate 
‘Leca’ is a lightweight expanded clay 
aggregate made by bloating clay at high 
temperature in a rotary kiln. When pro- 
cessed, it consists of hard rounded 
particles with a dense skin and a honey- 
comb interior and it is said to be the 
lightest aggregate available suitable for 
BLOCKMAKING. Using ‘Leca,’ concrete 
blocks can be made of a density similar 
to that of aerated mortar blocks, that is, 
about 40 Ib. per cu. ft. It is free from 
any substance likely to have an adverse 
chemical effect on cement. The aggre- 
gate is graded in two sizes, medium, in. 
to } in. and fine } in. down. Both grades 
contain a high proportion of crushed 
particles which interlock during compac- 
tion to give good green strength. 
Leca (Gt. Britain) Ltd., 
Mill-lane, High Ongar, Essex. 


2. Transport 


four - wheel- drive TIPPER 


A new 


CHASSIS, which has a gross weight of 
23,000 lb., has recently been marketed. 
It has a standard 5-cu. yd. all-steel tipper 
body that gives it a payload capacity of 


over six tons, and is particularly suited 
for such jobs as quarrying and mining 
and building projects where good trac- 
tion and manceuvrability are necessary. 
The tipper is fitted with a cab guard, 
twin ram under floor tipping gear and 
flitch plates. A transfer box, mounted 
on a chassis crossmember, gives straight 
through drive to the rear axle only, or a 
two to one reduction to the front and 
rear axles. Radio, heater and demister, 
foglamp, reversing lamp and _ screen- 
clean are listed as approved accessories. 
Vauxhall Motors Ltd., 

Luton, Beds. 


3. Scaffolding 

A PARALLEL COUPLER of new design is 
suitable for the quick and economical 
assembly of two, three or even four stan- 
dard scaffold tubes in multiple column 
or horizontal formations. The fitting has 
no loose parts and is of single bolt 
action, the body being so formed as to 
act as a cradle for the assembly of 
scaffold tubes without threading. It is 
equidistantly registered to permit the 
fixing of any other type of scaffold 
coupler, 
Boulton Scaffolding Ltd., 
65 Putney Bridge-rd., London, SW18. 


4. Concrete 


When applying curing compound to con- 
crete roads and runways it is essential 
that it should be applied evenly: the 
Air Ministry, for instance, specify a mini- 
mum 75 per cent efficiency. It is equally 
important that any recommended 
coverage is not exceeded and for this 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


reason a _ fully automatic SPRAYING 
MACHINE has been designed. This can be 
adjusted for bays of from 10 ft. to 26 ft. 
wide, runs on the side forms and is 
driven forward by a small petrol engine 
with a variable and controllable rate of 
speed. The motor also controls the rate 
of coverage of the curing compound and 
the speed of movement of the spraying 
arm which traverses the bay from side to 
side. With a 45-gallon drum of com- 
pound acting as the feeding tank, the act 
of spraying becomes an automatic opera- 
tion, ensuring controlled spraying over 
the concrete surface with the curing 
compound at whatever coverage rate is 
stipulated. 

FEB (Great Britain) Ltd., 

102 Kensington High-st., W8. 


5. Lighting 

A new range of commercial LIGHTING 
FITTINGS, to be marketed from May l, 
were shown for the first time at the recent 
ASEE exhibition at Earls Court. The 
range has a good deal of flexibility as from 
a relatively small number of basic com- 
ponents many hundreds of different 
fittings can be assembled. 

The components consist of silver 
anodised aluminium suspension tubes and 
steel reinforced suspension wires, both 
with white ceiling plates; a large selec- 
tion of glassware, with matt black 
canopies; plastic louvres; spun aluminium 
reflectors; and metal and Perspex decora- 
tive skirts. 

Suspensions tubes—+} in. in diameter— 
are available in ten different lengths from 
9 in. to 36 in. with an earthing terminal 
at the top. Flexible suspensions are steel 
reinforced to support the biggest fittings 
safely and to provide earth continuity. 
The glasses can easily be removed for 
cleaning or when changing lamps simply 
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One of the new GEC commercial lighting 
fittings 


by lifting and turning. Canopies are 
supplied with short, heat-resisting sleeves 
to protect the cable immediately above 
the lampholder which is fitted with a 
device to prevent the lampholder-dome 
unscrewing when lamps are replaced. 
Ceiling canopies have keyhole fixings at 
2 in. centres and stops are provided to 
prevent the canopy turning when 
removing or replacing the glass. 

The General Electric Co., Ltd., 

Magnet House, Kingsway, WC2. 


6. Miscellaneous 


An improved type of TOILET PAPER 
DISPENSER has recently been invented 
which holds two rolls of paper, one of 
which is in reserve, but under the control 
of the user at the required time. 

The cabinet is interlocking, eliminating 
the need for lock and keys, and at the 
same time is proof against petty pilfering. 
It is of pressed steel construction. with a 
stove enamel finish, with working instruc- 
tions clearly printed on the cabinet. 

E, Penney, 
‘ Conister,’ Market-st., Whitworth, 
Rochdale. 


An automatic spraying machine for treating roads and runways 
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In preparation for the coming holiday season, Bournemouth Pier has recently been 


redecked in Jarrah. 
joists. 


The boarding used was 2 in. X 6 in. laid on 4 in. X 9 in. 
The decking was secured by 44 in. gunmetal wood screws and cups so 


that the boards could be easily removed without damage to the timber 


7. Plumbing 


To ensure silent plumbing, an improved 
design of bottle WASTE TRAP incorporates 
an antisyphon valve which prevents air 
becoming trapped in the waste disposal 
system. The valve, situated on the side 
of the trap, allows any air entering the 
trap to escape freely before it can pass 
into the waste pipe. This prevents the 
familiar gurgle so often present during 
the disposal of waste water. 

The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research (DSIR) Building Research 
Station has tested the new trap, and 
has published its findings in Report 
No. 1911. DSIR concludes that the trap 
will withstand all pressures likely to occur 
in normal drainage systems without undue 
loss of seal and with very little noise. 
Tests showed that boiling water may be 
discharged through the trap without any 
harmful effects. 

The traps is moulded in Rigidex high 
density polyethylene which will not 
corrode and is resistant to detergents, 
oils and greases. In addition it remains 


A new design waste trap 


unaffected at temperatures as low as 
—70°C, eliminating any risk of bursts 
during frosts. Simplicity of installation 
is another good feature: there are no 
joints to solder or wipe. The pipe is 
secured to the trap by means of a screwed 
connection using an adaptor, also made 
in polyethylene, giving a mechanically 
sealed joint. 

McAlpine & Co., Ltd., 

Kelvin-ave., Hillington, Glasgow, SW2. 


8. Windows 


A new type of ALUMINIUM WINDOW 
consists of two single pane glazed units 
which slide horizontally and 
independently within a fixed frame. They 
have no projections either inside or out, 
open or closed, and they are completely 
weatherproofed by vinyl plastic extru- 
sions. In operation the units glide noise- 
lessly on nylon rollers and there is a 
specially designed catch which automatic- 
ally secures the window when fully closed 
and prevents opening from the outside. 
The windows are easily cleaned from the 
inside, 

Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., 
Smethwick, Birmingham. 


9. Technical Publications 


‘Nubold Products and New Buildings 
and Civil Engineering Work,’ is the latest 
title in the specialised leaflet series issued 
by Nubold Development Ltd., Crawley, 
Sussex. The paper deals in considerable 
detail with the various uses of the 
‘ Nubex ’ range of silicone water repellents 
and allied products in the construction of 
new building and engineering works. The 
precise manner in which silicone water 
repellents operate is described in clear 
terms, and the properties of the manufac- 
turers’ main products are enumerated. 

Data of coverage and cost, life of the 
treatment and methods of application are 
given. Copies can be obtained direct from 
the company. 
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(a) A leaflet has recently been issued by 
John Harper & Co., Ltd., of Willenhall, 
Staffs, on the production of cast-to-form 
tools. The process, briefly, consists of 
examining the drawings of the component 
to be made, the process to be carried out 
and the drawings of the projected tool. 
A pattern is then made and from this a 
casting in an appropriate metal is pro- 
duced. The leaflet, which indicates some 
of the ways in which savings in time and 
cost can be made, is obtainable direct 
from the company. 

(b) An interesting little booklet entitled 
‘The Preservation and Protection of 
Timber,’ with notes on dry rot and wood- 
worm, etc. and methods of treatment with 
the chemical Xylamon, has been issued. 
Many years of research into the field of 
synthetic chemicals has gone into the pro- 
duction of this booklet, which should 
interest all concerned with the cost of 
timber decay in this country, now fast 
approaching £20m. a year. Xylamon con- 
sists of an oily solution, called the vehicle, 
which contains additional agents whose 
job is to destroy timber pests. Due to 
its double penetration, i.e. in the form of 
a liquid and of a gas, the chemical 
attacks the pests in three different ways 
by means of contact poisons, ingestion 
poisons and respiratory poisons. Wood 
Preservation Ltd. have published this 
booklet and copies can be obtained from 
them at 144 Camden High-street, NWI. 


Trade News 


Ceramic Faced Panels 


INQUIRIES for the ceramic faced cladding 
panels, featured in our Technical Review 
columns of April 7, should be addressed 
to Carter & Co. Ltd., at 157 (not 159) 
Clapham-road, London, SW9. 


New Storage Depot 


IN THE MODERNISATION Of their main works 
B. Finch & Co, Ltd. have completed their 
new mechanised storage building. Half of 
this building is designed to take tubular 
steel racking for storing heavy items such 
as boilers, manhole covers and radiators, 
which can be stored to a height of 14 ft. 
This section is served by the latest type 
of Conveyancer reach truck (see photo- 
graph below) capable of lifting 30 cwts. 
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Civil Estimates, 1961-62 


Housing 


MoW Estimates ; 


AN INCREASE in the already extensive 
building programme on public buildings in 
Britain and overseas is shown in the 
Ministry of Works Civil Estimates for 
Common Services, 1961-62, published on 
March 21. In the United Kingdom, the 
Ministry of Works estimate that they 
need £8,839,455 for new works, altera- 
tions, additions and purchases on public 
buildings, an increase of £462,435 on 
1960-61. On top of that there is an esti- 
mate of £9,125,000 for maintenance and 
repairs, a rise of £605,539. Over £3m. is 
to be spent on purchase and issue of 
furniture and equipment, a jump of 
£464,000. 


Votes are required for 171 various projects 
now in progress and these include £326,000 
towards the Meteorological Office building 
at Bracknell (total estimated cost £831,000); 
£95,000 towards the preparation of Marl- 
borough House for use as a Commonwealth 
centre (£235,000); £140,000 towards the com- 
pletion of the centre block of the Science 
Museum (£650,000); £1,000 towards the 
acquisition of site and erection of a county 
court at Kingston-upon-Thames (£75,000 
provisional estimate); £62,000 towards the 
reconstruction of the west wing of the 
National Gallery (£380,000); £600,000 to- 
wards the reconstruction of 10, 11 and 12 
Downing-street and the Treasury buildings 
in Whitehall (£1,250,000 provisional); 
£160,000 towards a new building, adapta- 
tions and extension to existing buildings and 
new computer building at Newcastle for 
the Ministry of Pensions (£385,000); £170,000 
towards stage II of the laboratories at the 
Safety in Mines Research Establishment, 
Sheffield (£385,000); £190,000 towards new 
buildings, physics group, Building Research 
Station, Watford (£400,000); £240,000 to- 
wards new wings, mainhall and offices at 
the Hydraulics Research Station, Howbery 
Park (£490,000); £1m. towards the acquisi- 
tion of land for the development of the 
Bridge-street/Parliament-street site (£3.5m. 
provisional); £40,000 towards the purchase 
of site and erection of building at Horse- 
ferry-road, SW1 (£5m. provisional). 


Proposed New Works 


The Estimates also list 106 proposed new 
works to be carried out and for nearly all 
of these MPs are being asked to vote money 
for the first time, many being token votes 
ranging from £100 to £5,000. They include 
the following, the figure in brackets being 
the total estimated cost of the project. In 
a good many cases this is only a provisional 
estimate: 

A new Jodrell laboratory and _ lecture 
theatre, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
(£85,000); a biochemistry and parasitology 
laboratory, Central Veterinary Laboratory, 
Weybridge (£140,000); the reconstruction of 
central saloon, Roman Britain gallery and 
provision of additional accommodation, 
British Museum (£175,000); occupational 
services, Ministry of Health, Elephant and 
Castle (£80,000); a dust explosion gallery, 
Safety in Mines Research Establishment, 
Buxton (£250,000); 


An administration building and lecture 
hall (£150,000), conversion of the physio- 
chemistry and physics building for soil 
mechanics (£25,000), extensions to the heat- 
ing system (£40,000), extensions to the pilot 
scale bays 7, 8 and 9 (£20,000), and a struc- 
tures laboratory (£330,000)—all at the Build- 
ing Research Station, Watford; a circulating 
water channel, National Physical Laboratory, 
Feltham (£500,000); a new building for the 
basic physics division, National Physical 
Laboratory, Teddington (£300,000); the 
acquisition of a site and the erection of new 
printing works for the Stationery Office at 
. Basildon (£350,000). 


Health Estimates ; 


Regional Estimates 


There are also schemes for the acquisition 
of sites and buildings for and the erection 
or adaptation of accommodation for jointly 
occupied regional or local offices of the 
Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Pensions 
and National Insurance, Inland Revenue and 
National Assistance Board at Abertillery, 
Aberystwyth, Accrington, Alnwick, Ashford, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Barnet, Basildon, Basing- 
stoke, Bathgate, Borehamwood, Caerphilly, 
Carlisle, Chapeltown (Sheffield), Chatham, 
Dingwall, East Grinstead, Edinburgh (Porto- 
bello), Edinburgh (39/47 Rose-street), Glen- 
rothes, Grays, Hatfield, Havant, Haywards 
Heath, Hornchurch, Larkhall, Loanhead, 
Peterlee, Poole, Redruth, Romford, Ruislip, 
Skegness, Staveley, Sudbury, Truro, Walsall, 
Whitehaven. 


There is also an estimate of £1,550,000 for 
works costing between £50 and £10,000, and 
£350,000 is set aside for urgent unforeseen 
works. 


In 1961-62, the Ministry estimate expendi- 
ture of £1,552,000 on new works, alterations, 
additions and purchases for public buildings 
overseas, a decrease of £235,500 on 1960-61. 
But £775,000 is set down for maintenance 
and repairs, a rise of £125,000; and £800,000 
for furniture and equipment, an increase of 
£25,000. There are 21 projects listed as 
being in progress. 


Overseas Estimates 


votes required are £100,000 
towards the erection of embassy offices, 
Djarkarta (total estimated cost £250,000); 
£138,000 towards offices and accommodation, 
Freetown (£250,000 provisional); £90,000 
towards new embassy offices, Saigon 
(£135,000); £100,000 towards rebuilding com- 
pounds at Tehran and Gulkek and provision 
of residential and office accommodation, 
Tehran (£550,000). 


The proposed new works overseas with 
provisional estimated cost are: 


Erection of house for political agent, pro- 
vision of guests’ annexe and improvements to 
compound, Abu Dhabi (£50,000); _ staff 
houses, Accra (£80,000); staff flats, Bangkok 
(£27,000); residential accommodation for 
staff, Belgrade (£125,000); erection of new 
embassy offices, Berne (£90,000); erection of 
offices, Columbo (£150,000); new offices and 
a flat for political agent, Doha (£50,000); 
erection of house for deputy high commis- 
sion, Enugu (£35,000); staff houses, Kuala 
Lumpur (£35,000); staff flats and servants 
quarters, Kuwait (£160,000); erection of 
offices, Madrid (£150,000); erection of 
Ambassador’s residence, Mexico’ City 
(£75,000); erection of offices, Rome (£250,000); 
staff flats, Saigon (£35,000); extension of 
offices, Seoul (£10,000); erection of research 
station for DSIR, Singapore (£10,000); and 
staff flats, Tokyo (£55,000). There is also set 
down £4m. for purchase and adaptation of 
property at various posts, and £75,000 for 
providing air-conditioning at various posts. 
Another £210,000 is wanted for works cost- 
ing between £50 and £10,000, and £100,000 
for urgent unforeseen works. 


Among 


Drop in Salaries 


The Estimate for the Ministry of 
Works shows a drop from £10,245,750 in 
1960-61 to £7,395,000 for 1961-62, a fall 
of £2,850,000. There is a drop of 
£1,289,395 in the salaries of the various 
departments of the Ministry. This drop 
can give a false impression because last 
year’s estimates included some back-dated 
pay increases, but the new estimates allow 
for a saving of £4m. as a result of reduc- 
tions in staff and fees by March 21, 1962. 
The estimates of the architects’ branch 
include £154,800 for professional fees, 


etc., for outside consultants, compared 
with £117,400 in 1960-61, but in the 
structural engineers’ branch the estimate 
for professional fees for outside consult- 
ants shows a drop from £121,800 in 1960- 
61 to £72,100 for the new financial year. 


The Ministry of Works’ estimate for 
the Houses of Parliament provides for 
£161,500 on new works alterations and 
additions, an increase of £87,300 on 
1960-61. Of this £60,000 is wanted for 
the internal reconstruction of the 
Victoria Tower and £45,000 for the pro- 
posed reconstruction for accommodation 
in the roof (provisional estimated cost 
£250,000). Maintenance and repairs is 
set at £185,000, a drop of £23,000. 


Health Estimates 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURE On hospitals in 
England, Wales and Scotland will jump 
by £7m. in the new financial year. The 
1961-62 Civil Estimates for the National 
Health Service of England, Wales and 
Scotland, published on March 29, put the 
total estimated expenditure on new build- 
ings, alterations and _ extensions at 
£34,730,000 compared with £27,730,000 
in 1960-61. 


In England, Regional Hospitals Boards 
are expected to get advances for capital 
projects of £24.9m. compared with 
£18,340,000 in 1960-61, a _ rise of 
£6,560,000, with a further £4.lm. for 
teaching hospital projects, a fall of 
£202,000. In Wales, the regional hospi- 
tal board will get advances estimated at 
£1.9m., a rise of £156,000 for hospital 
projects, with another £100,000, a fall of 
£14,000, for work at teaching hospitals. 
In Scotland, the comparable figure is 
£3,730.000 on hospitals, a _ rise of 
£500,000. 


The estimates list 79 projects in Eng- 
land, each estimated to cost £100,000 or 
more (including fees and equipment) 
which were in progress, having com- 
menced before December 31, 1960. Their 
estimated total cost is put at £49,020,144, 
and MPs are being asked to vote 
£12,010,639 towards them, leaving 
£21,658,634 to be voted in future years. 
The votes on the various projects 
included: 


£478,000 towards Stage II, new hos- 
pital, Hensingham, West Cumberland 
(total estimated cost £2,318,533); 
£1,336,500 towards new hospital at Hud- 
dersfield (£3,580,000); £125,000 towards 
development of Royal Infirmary, Don- 
caster (£4,617,015); £125,000 towards 
Stage II of development, Balderton 
Psychiatric Hospital, Newark (£739,730): 
£309,711 towards development, Peter- 
borough and District Memorial Hospital 
(£3,047,538); £710,900 towards new hos- 
pital Welwyn-Hatfield (£2,265,112, equip- 
ment costs not known); £400,000 towards 
Stage II, new Princess Margaret Hospital. 
Swindon (£1,739,502); £400,000 towards 
development, Stage II, new psychiatric 
hospital, Greaves Hall, near Southport 
(£1,528,866); and £302,000 towards re- 
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building, Stage I, St. Thomas’s Hospital 
(£2,449,100). 


There are 61 projects listed which 
were not commenced at December 31, 
1960. In 48 of these there has been some 
expenditure hitherto, presumably for 
preliminary work on the schemes. The 
total cost of the 61 is estimated to be 
£28,178,968, with £905,203 probable 
expenditure to March 31, 1961, MPs are 
being asked to vote £4,507,607 towards 
them, leaving nearly £22.5m. to be voted 
in future years. Here are the details, the 
first figure being total estimated cost, the 
second probable expenditure to March 
31, 1961, and the third the estimated 
expenditure in 1961-62: 


New Hospital Projects 


Newcastle Regional Hospital Board.—New- 
castle General Hospital, radio-therapy 
department, £466,000, £500, £30,000; mater- 
nity department, Hensingham Hospital, 
£376,853, £16,943, £90,000. 


Sheffield RHB.—Royal Infirmary, Derby. 
Central kitchen and staff dining accommoda- 
tion, £154,550, £5,000, £40,000; development, 
Scunthorpe and District War Memorial Hos- 
pital, £1,342,000, £60,394, £210,000. 


East Anglian RHB.—New medical unit, 
Northgate Hospital, Yarmouth, £125,726, 
£13,317, £62,000; major development, Little 
Plumstead Psychiatric Hospital, nr. Norwich, 
£497,166 (equipment costs not known), 
£9,217, £102,000. 

North West Met. RHB.—Out-patients’ 
casualty and pathology departments, Bedford 
General Hospital (south wing), £206,900, 
£12,340, £87,500; out-patients’ and casualty 
departments, Willesden General Hospital, 
£157,116, £11,336, £61,520; extension of out- 
patients’ and casualty, new pathology labora- 
tory, Edgware General Hospital, £109,660, 
£910, £28,250; out-patients’ and casualty 
departments, King Edward Memorial Hos- 
pital, Ealing, £150,686, £4,336, £62,150; new 
hospital, Slough, £2,230,555 (equipment costs 
not known), £145,360, £416,500; rebuilding, 
Stage I, Hillingdon hospital, £2,595,456 
(equipment costs not known), £126,006, 
£222,300. 

North East Met. RHB. — Out-patients’ 
department, Oldchurch Hospital, Romford, 
£409,397, £33,500, £46,897; Stage II (b), new 
hospital, Harlow, £955,157, £10,000, £120,000; 
development Stage I, Orsett hospital, near 
Tilbury, £727,687, £5,000, £75,000; new out- 
patient department, Orsett hospital, 
£117,950, £7,000, £70,000. 


South East Met. RHB.—Additional operat- 
ing theatre, additional ward accommodation, 
West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, £109,085, nil, 
£50,000; x-ray department, twin operating 
theatre and dispensary, Stage II, Lewisham 
Hospital, £343,350, £20,708, £125,000. 


South West Met. RHB.—Development of 
Longmead estate for staff accommodation, 
Horton Hospital, Epsom, £100,000, nil, 
£100,000; out-patients’ and casualty depart- 
ments, Mayday Hospital, Croydon, Stage I, 
£308,780, nil, £50,000; out-patients’ and 
departmental block, St. Stephen’s Hospital, 
Chelsea, Stage I, £307,060, nil, £50,000. 


Oxford RHB.—Development, Kettering and 
District Hospital, £978,350, £74,000, £190,000; 
sick hospital and admission unit, Stage I, 
Borocourt Hospital, near Reading, £154,210, 
£15,050, £80,000; RHB new headquarters, 
£155,000, £7,000, £25,000. 


South Western RHB.—New casualty and 
yut-patients’ department, Gloucestershire 
Royal Hospital, £118,300, £1,000, £30,000; 
Stage I, new hospital, Truro, £1,245,000, 
£30,000, £80,000; development, St. Lawrence’s 
Hospital, Bodmin, £555,000, £4,000, £30,000; 
Exeter area pathological laboratory, £114,000, 
iil, £30,000. 

Birmingham RHB.—Long-stay annexe, 
Hollymoor Hospital, £300,000, £10,000, 
£40,000; four operating theatres, Royal Hos- 
rital, Wolverhampton, £178,250, £5,165, 


£50,000; accident department, ward block 
and operating theatres, North Staffs, Royal 
Infirmary, £323,000, £12,346, £20,000; operat- 
ing theatre, Selly Oak Hospital, £128,000, 
£10,268, £60,000; new headquarters, Blood 
Transfusion Service, £297,260, £500, £20,000; 
central boiler house and engineering services, 
Rubery Hill Hospital, £179,000, nil, £37,450; 
kitchen and dining rooms, Hallam Hospital, 
£127,000, £940, £5,000; operating theatre and 
x-ray departments, £121,700, nil, £10,000; out- 
patients’ department, Selly Oak Hospital, 
£336,000, £10,415, £100,000. 


Manchester RHB. — Twin operating 
theatres, etc., Bury General Hospital, 
£126,739, £2,500, £15,000; out-patients’ 
department, Rochdale Infirmary, £126,347, 
£7,000, £12,000; twin operating theatres, 
Ashton-under-Lyne General Hospital, 
£110,107, £8,000, £20,000; ward accommoda- 
tion, pathology laboratory, extension to 
theatres, etc., Royal Infirmary, Blackburn, 
£610,000, £31,500, £150,000; maternity and 
plastic surgery units, Withington Hospital, 
Manchester, £428,000, £28,500, £150,000; 
development, Stage I, Victoria Hospital, 
Blackpool, £181,000, £10,000, £51,500; mater- 
nity unit, Hope Hospital, Salford, £392,000, 
£15,100, £73,900; provision of boiler house, 
Royal Infirmary, Lancaster, £111,675, nil, 
£20,000. 


Liverpool RHB.—New theatre and surgical 
wards, St. Helen’s, £221,260, £6,758, £2,000; 
out-patients’ department, Walton Hospital, 
Liverpool, £300,000 (equipment costs not 
known), nil, £10,000. 


Wessex RHB.—Pathological laboratory, 
Southampton General Hospital, £111.500, 
£5,000, £66,500; neurosurgery unit, Southamp- 
ton General Hospital, £487,000, nil, £20,000. 


Welsh RHB.—Radiotherapy centre, linear 
accelerator, Whitchurch Hospital, Cardiff, 
£152,640, £25,000, £102,640; reorganisation of 
engineering services, Morgannwg Hospital, 
£205,100, nil, £10,000; developments, Stage 1, 
Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport, £1,204,700, 
£1,000, £75,000; new hospital, Stage II, 
Singleton Park, Swansea, £1,361,346, £9,000, 
£100,000; new hospital, Stage III and IV, 
West Wales General Hospital, Glangwili, 
£1,290,200, £1,494, £70,000; developments, 
Bronglaise Hospital, Aberystwyth, £875,000, 
£15,000, £175,000; Oakwood Park Hospital 
development, £1,041,600, nil, £85,000; exten- 
sions, Welsh RHB_ headquarters. £178,000, 
nil, £5,000. 


New Dental School 


The United Sheffield Hospitals—Addi- 
tional floor on out-patients’ departments, 
Children’s Hospital, Sheffield, £156,000, 
£500, £30,000. The United Bristol Hospitals. 
—Dental hospital extension and consequen- 
tial works, £328,300, £45,300, £130,000. The 
United Manchester Hospitals. — Medical 
ward modernisation, Ward Block No. 4, 
Royal Infirmary, Manchester, £151,250, 
£8,000, £100,000. London: Teaching Hos- 
pitals—New dental hospital school, The 
London Hospital, E1l.—£928,000, £23,000, 
£127,500. 


Preliminary expenditure on other schemes 
is estimated at £1,657,900 for 1961-62 and 
for works estimated to cost less than 
£100,000 in England and Wales, £11,970,899 
is set aside. 

A number of large plant replacement 
schemes, each estimated to cost over 
£100,000, including fees, are in progress. 
Their total cost is estimated at £1,909,820, 
and the vote for 1961-62 is £460,590, leaving 
£897,069 to be voted in future years. An- 
other £26,000 is put down for preliminary 
expenditure on other schemes’ with 
£2,536,365 for works in England and Wales 
estimated to cost less than £100,000. 


The Scottish Estimates 


The Scottish estimates list 22 projects 
in progress before December 1, 1960. 
Their total estimated cost is £7,561,400, 
and MPs are asked to vote £1,668,700, 
leaving £2,095,000 for future years. Thir- 
teen projects not commenced at Decem- 
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1, 1960 are detailed. Their total esti- 
mated cost is £5,239,000. Expenditure 
in 1961-62 is put at £638,000 leaving 
£4,463,000 for future years. The 13 pro- 
jects are: 


Northern RHB.—New hospital, Fort 
William, £363,000 (total estimated cost), 
£6,000 (probable expenditure to March 31, 
1961), £90,000 (estimated expenditure in 
1961-62); extension, Mackinnon Memorial 
Hospital, Broadford, Isle of Skye, £157,000, 
£10,000, £56,000. North Eastern RHB, radio- 
therapy department £107,000, £5,000, 
£60,000. Eastern RHB.—Development, Mary- 
field Hospital, Dundee, £1,450,000, nil, 
£22,000. 


South Eastern RHB.—Second extension, 
Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, £1,200,000 
(equipment costs not known), £26,000, 
40,000; extension, Randolph Wemyss 
Memorial Hospital, £172,000, nil, £30,000; 
extension, Royal Edinburgh Mental Hospital, 
£620,000 (equipment costs not known), 
£54,000, £100,000; professorial unit, Royal 
Edinburgh Mental Hospital, £130,000 (equip- 
ment costs not known), nil, £5,000; depait- 
ment of medicine and medical physics, Roya! 
Tr & Edinburgh, £140,000, £25,000, 


Western RHB.—Out-patients’ department, 
Victoria _ Infirmary, Glasgow, £320.060, 
£1,000, £15,000; casualty clinic, Southern 
General Hospital, Glasgow, £100,000 (equip- 
ment costs not known), £2,000, £50,000: 
extension, Dunoon’ Cottage Hospital, 
£310,000 (equipment costs not known), 
£8,000, £50,000; new hospital and eventide 
home, Islay, £170,000, £1,000, £5,000. 


_ Preliminary expenditure on other schemes 
is fixed at £214,000 and works estimated to 
cost less than £100,000 at £1,266,000. 
Supplementary plant renewal totals £300,000. 
There is also an estimate of £920,550 for 
building work at medical research establish- 
ments, an increase of £645,050 on 1960-61. 


More Money for Housing 


A NET ESTIMATE of £74,941,970 for hous- 
ing in England and Wales is set out in the 
Civil Estimates for Housing and Local 


Government, published on March 29. 
This represents an increase of £1,353,000 
on 1960-61. Housing in Scotland is esti- 
mated at £19,704,240, a rise of £774,660. 
Exchequer grants to local authorities in 
England and Wales are estimated at 
£559,922,000, a rise of £24,151,000, with 
another £73,350,000 in Scotland, a rise of 
£3,769,000. 


The estimate of £15,473,159 for the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment includes £710,000 for coast protec- 
tion, a drop of £1,786,000, and £7,857,449 
for planning and development, a fall of 
£1,088,191. Under the latter heading the 
main fall concerns compensation pay- 
ments under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1954. In the Housing and 
Planning inspectorate provision is made 
for a net addition of about 19 posts by 
March 31, 1962. 





Science and Industry 


LORD BRECON, the Minister of State for 
Welsh Affairs, will open the conference 
on the problem of communications 
between science and industry organised by 
the Department of Scientific & Industrial 
Research at the Brangwyn Hall, Swansea, 
on April 18. In an invitation to manu- 
facturers to attend the conference, Lord 
Brecon emphasises the need for industry 
to apply the results of scientific research 
without delay. 
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for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
Holborn and St. Ponests. 

Pit Ballast ; 

Pit Sand oa 
Washed Sand _ 
in. Shingle .. 
in. Broken Brick 

‘an Breeze ... 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate a 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


COmOonawun? 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags 

Best British Portland Cement. Standar Speci. 
cation delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6 ton loads and 
upwards to site a . 
lto6tons do. site. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. "32s. 6d. per 
<on on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to deaeal 0d. oe ton. 

White Portland Cement . 

Under 1 ton. 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(i-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 
inous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 
Depot, London 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) 

Moler Mortar rouse for Flue Bricks Gensee 
sites) 


BRICKS 


Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks ... 
Second Hard Stocks ae 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 
Mild Stocks ... mm 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 
question of haulage is still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2$ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
district : 
Commons . ed 
Cellular Commons 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ; 
Cellular Rustics . ; 
Single Bullnose Commons 
Sandfaced . 
Tuscans 
Saxons ; 
Golden Buffs... 
Dapple Light Facings . 
Heather Facings 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) 
do. Bullnose (London sites) . 
Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) : 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) . 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 
3 in. (London stations) 


pom me) ad ad ee ee es 
—OS COM ORW HHH OOO MOO AAR 


ow onmnonwwoncooconanc\eocoo 


ww 
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CURRENT PRICES 


























£ 
3 in. (London stations) ee a - 1,000 36 
3 in. (London sites)... a. “i 37 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) a 31 

2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) 18 

2 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) 19 
Hand- ‘made Sandfaced Red Facings ~. 


Hand-made Sandfaced Miulti-Colour 
Facings (London sites) 20 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, . 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 21 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) . 21 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) .. 
2 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) .. 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown: 
Stretchers ... 
Headers... a 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats te 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers : 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints ‘ 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
pawn and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HoOLLOw CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry | aes 
~ , ae 140 y - eee owe Per yd. sup. 
BUILDING meres “Keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) .. ES | Gee” coer) oad se 

*4 in. (6 cavity) .. i. con sue? wes pa 
6 in. (8} in. x 5$ in.) 1,250 blocks ... ... _... per 1,000 28 

* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
: CLINKER CONCRETE 

Zim. ... « «+  IOOyds. ... ... ... peryd. sup. 
, |” eo 85 yds. = ‘as 
ee ee ee eee 75 yds. 
Sr ins 55 yds. 

CRANHAM wa * COTTA 
| ‘ 
24 in. .. 
3 in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. do 

ome PARTITION BLOCKS 
\; ae -» 150 yds. 
Cee ee le 
ee} 
Bie. ass a 90 yds. 

LIGHTW: EIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION 

BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF seaaateniiae 
| rae +++ ees per yd. sup. 
, a ee 80 yds. “ae 
See 65 yds. 

Cm. « ne ane 50 yds. 

4} in. nee ae ioe 44 yds. 

Cok. x. 

THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocKs 
23 in yds. . 

THERMALITE- YTONG Loap- BEARING INSULATING 7 Buocks 
| a 120 yds. mee = Frye. sup. 
—— eae Per 90 yds. as 
| 7a 72 yds. 

SG Tags ead ae 60 yds. 
EO sae. cere 00 42 yds. ; ‘ 
FLOOR BLOCKS AND Faam Ties. 


| Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 


or 

ans ii aa ais ae ca ... per 1, 
4in. ... —" 
Tah. <a 

6 in. ... 

i 

Rs. 200 

OM, « 

10 in. 


| Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles pare 1 000 multiples : 


12 in. x 3 in. eo 
12 in. x 4in. x tin 
10 in. x 5 in. x in. 


s. 
14 
5 


0 
16 
1 


— 


— — 
ecococe|co sts UR UMN UY SI 


Can a? 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 


Pipes, 2M. lengths ay wey, 
pes, 2 ft. len ss : : 

Bends es Y } 
Junctions 


each me 7/6 
* a 8/4 12/6 
Gullies with 4 i in. outlets . 


9 in. 

4/6 
20/3 
27/- 
22/6 


12/ 13 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons 
$10, = 
me 5 30 
tae — 5% +474%+15% 
s> cane Sums Pipes Go wae in. > Rng -. 


Under 2 tons 
Best Quality .. ° 
BSS Best Quality 
Tested Quality . 
BSS Tested Quality .. 


+20 
+10 %+ 


- per 1,000 12 
a ae 16 
do. as a Ue 6 Cee 34 


do. do. = 64 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and 
over delivered London area ... ae Y . per yd. sup. 

Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 

Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. peryd. sup. do. aa 

18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates .. 

14 in. x9 in. do. 

9 in. x9 in. do. 
18 in. x 44 in. do. 
14 in. x 44 in. do. 

9 in. x 44 in. do. 


STONE 


Bath Stone 
Monks Park — wa = mil 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground .. 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area... cr ane! es 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region __... 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in.x3 in. Rubbed, eee, mapeeeeg and 

stolled cills_... ; . per ft. 

2 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. = 

12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 

2 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 

4 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. 

44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face Ms a 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes .- per ft. 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork es r ft. 

do. ‘do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork 

Ward York— 

12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge ies ins: ween fee, ae » aan ne 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 

and front - per ft 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 

2 in. — Paving, ones aquaees, in random 
sizes 


2” 


- per ft. 
- per yd. sup. 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pace asa from 
Lincolnshire district wore 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district . 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles seal 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 ‘ 
do. Interlocking (49S). 
Note.—Breakage in ona, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. | 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
truck loads to ues nate station. Ree 1, 000 doom 

24x12... wae wis 

22x 12 

22x11 

20 x 12 

0x 10 

8x10 

igsx 9 

6x10 

6x 8 

NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, " purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 


oo 
— 


Under . tons 


4373 %4 30 ry) 
+474 7% + 20, A 
“ 
0 
0 
0 


a 


— 
WWOONKNNUW- 


awe 


— 
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a 
= 
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TIMBER 


Softwood 
Joinery quality . a 
Carcassing quality sad 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring 
Hardwood 
Mahogany—African S.E. 
do. Honduras S. oa 
European S.E. . 
Japanese S.E. ... 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 


6 mm. (4 in.) Birch Plywood B/BB we 

6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. oe 4 exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) a os 

18 mm. Birch Blockboard os 

#in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96i in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... ae 


Ex 
— 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 in. do. but top pone open. Pattern 4G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 - 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. cin . 
2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. Pattern 12 x Gi in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. dog , 
14in. Plywood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, Part2A 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. O in. 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. bs 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 
13 in. Hardboard Faced Flush | Doors 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 in. 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 


Pattern 4 in. deal 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) : ‘a 
} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 
2 in. . (52 yds. to 1 ton) 
24 in. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. ’ (39 yds. to 1 ton) 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness 
+ in. imported or home prateeee <aatios wees, m 
quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. . 00 sq. ft. 
4 in. Hardboard GO. « re 
fs in. do. do. 
2 in. Compressed Straw Slabs, roofing 7“ 
6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., we. aeee. x 
50-100 yds. ee ve -- per yd. 
101-250 - - a 
251-750 yds. 
Over 750 yds. . 
2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets... .. 
in. do. oo. do. 
er ~< Felt 1-ply .. a 


2-ply oil 
Best Scotch Give i in slabs 


do. a 
Croid Glue ...__.. 4 
Impact Adhesive ... i 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) . 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . m 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) inte per cwt. 
do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. “Jots) ose se ~ 


per yd. 


28’ Ib. 
per gall. 
per ton 


METALS 
Steer Joists, ETC. 


Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 

12 in. x6 in., pam "cut to o lengths cmaes 
London area ... 

Extra for sizes 

3 in. x 14 in. 

3.in. x3 in. ... 

4 in. x3 in. 

10 in. x 43 in. or er 

5 in. x 2¢ in. Sin. x3 in. ... 

42 in. x 1} in. a a 

5 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 34 in. 

6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 7} in.... 

6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 4 in. 

9 in. x 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. ... 

12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. x7 in. ... 


per ton 
4 in. x12 in... 


13 in. x5 in... 
8 in. x4 in 


per 
100 sq. ft. 


v per + cwt. 
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METALS—continued L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN Pipes 


- ? é , . £ 

9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. 

14in.x5$in. 14in.x6in. 14 in. fo omen in aaa am ss Gar ve. ae : 
2 
1 
4 


o> 


15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. in. 

16in.x8in. 18in.x6in. 18 in.x7i ee each 

18 in.x8 in. 20in.x6$in. 20 in. a Ul lUlU CUT UC 

Sees angles average price ; 6 in do. do. sede peciotniy okeetcaie ks “2 
teel tees average price 7 ' 

Soishenand wna delicase d ne aa Above prices for aged cs wader 5 owt. carriage extra. 

R.S. Joists cut and ae... ei 2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or ’ ft. 


ae ey girders... ‘ er ~s couplings “te . . per ft. run 
in. oO. eee eee eve eee 


Compound stanchions ..._ . - 4 4 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ue 5 in. 9 
Average prices not for awkward work. é “| 0. 


" do. ne ate nen ad 
“i ties | deny i ” and ai ” wees —— per cwt. 4 in. diameter om radius } bends 
te) 


4 in. oO. " nds —— 
Fenno-Concasrs Bars AND FABRIC 2 in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends (5 ft. lengths) 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 3 in. do. do. do. 

ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 4 in. do. ‘ do. 

upwards delivered nearest London station ... perton 40 5 in. do. " do. 

do. do. ex. canes saend é. 6 in. do. 

delivered London site . on P 49 Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Extras— Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 

Bim. diam....  ... ose coe coe ove oe POF ton extra 8 Loads under £25... Plus 15% 

on 6 AsBesTos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 174% pe i 
| Pipes, 6 ft. mages -. .. per yd. 

Shoes ... be i oa - 
| Single Branches ge a am 
| Bends, square or ems - os 
| Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. a 

do. 6in. 


s 
11 

5 
19 
12 
15 

4 


Awowo ooo 





. and 2 in. diam. ... 
Steel wire mesh seuateating fabric to Bss 121A. 
Ref. No. 106 88 | ; 
109 oO. 3/10 
113 Aspestos O.G. GuTTERS AND FITTINGS 
a seo ‘was : 4 in. 44 in. 
B25 wee wee IS wp . Gutters, 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/4 
STEEL aia | Dropends ... > oon we + 


itti oy" ere ee ee fl 
Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. S eloped. 3/7 


Basic List Prices | Nozzles Bee ee ae ae 3/6 
:% ‘ = Zin. Lin. lin. fin. 2in. | Union Clips... ... —* 1/9 
Tubes ... ... per ft. 9% 1/- ASBESTOS Hate-RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Bends ... ... each HH 19 a5 i ; ti Sin 
Elbows, square / / /. / i i 
do. round 1/10 2/- 2/4 | ny B ieee: xs, y 
Tees «+ 2/- 2/2 2/6 / Stop ends 
Crosses... : 4/4 4/8 5/6 Angles ... 
Sockets, Plain 6 6 8 10 Nozzles we 
do. Diminished 8 10 1/- 2 2/- 2 Union Clips ... ‘ / 
Backnuts ; 4 4 6 7 10 1/- | Per ton basis 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS in London 
in. fin. gin. Zin. 1 1 1 : in. | : 
Eihows, ner a Z Si 3) ish a ie Iron— Staffordshire Crown Merchant Quality sale 52 7 6 
Se pee ie ie eae 
Crosses... «.. 134 Vat aa 2) 2/94 nt 5/24 Be ee i = ® 0 
Sockets.. 1/- 1/72/24 - - ant’s 
Becknuts fi List foll * - Two aah a 
uscounts from is prices as IollOWs :— = 
Galvanised Tube Malleable Soft Sheets C.R. and CA A.— £s 
Under 1 ton Over 1 lton WAL. Fittings Fittings 20 gauge... --- or a a er 62 7 
Light —384% 40 % Light — 234% Malleable List OS ee ee ee ee 64 17 


i —344° 6% —14% + 40% 26 gauge .. eas” aa 67 17 
— merit, -38.% yA aw pacino, Galvanised Corruguated Sheets, 6- ft ‘to “ a 


Black— 20 gauge ... a ai “70 
Light —-49 % — 502% Light —314% Malleable List 24 — i a ce 74 


we 0 —463% H —272° —14% 26 gaugi “se oe one 79 
iy ~ 3748 ? 38° yd = t% . Gabesaiant Flat Sheets c. R. and Cs Rion 


CL Ha-Rounp Gurmes —- - = = = eae 13 


Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 26 gauge ... ..- 81 


Gutters Stop En 
a a a 4/24 3/9 ‘1 ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
; (Base Prices) 
1 
‘3 


NPKWU UNONNNN 
COMON SCOOADRANR SC CO 


— 


coo coo aaa 


/ 


J 
1 
34 in. ina wale vin ae ae 1, 
a =. ae Vit | Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ... per Ib. 
5 ‘ , 7 a, aa ee 7/3 2 Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ae 
” 7 Oe Te i ‘ ’ Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) on 
C.I. 0. G. GUTTERS Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths : Stop Ends | wide).. »” 
| ea ee 5/5 ; 1/3 | Coiled stri . high purity, ‘22 SWG “(12 in. wide) va 
34 in. voi er ge) a + / f ' Come sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
ee ee ee ( t. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet 1 
44 in. ae ee ee ae / Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
i ai 4 / 8 ft. x 31} in. x20 SWG 1 
C.l. RAIN-WaTER Pires Cee signe 20 SWE NS3 Mansard Profile . 
Pipes Branches | Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple mouldin; 
8/114 6/7 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. viding 
24 iM. ose ee were eeB/ ING 5 8/10 Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple angle 
Bim... vee nee nee ee eee 10/1 9/7 Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 
34 in. ase aoe one shel eee 11/6 11/6 round 2 
4am. nee oes ve eee 13/38 / 13/7 Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/Dx20SWG__... 
# cc. CoaTep Som Pres Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 13 in. O/Dx 20 SWG 


ee 10/24 PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


9/7 
2¢ in. eee eee nse sion oon 10/9 11/11 

ee ee 12/1 /7 14/2 Delivered i 2 jante area. 

34 in. oe oe ee 13/6 16/6 

4 in... 15/44 13/4 19/5 All per dozen Mw To, lin. Ijin. Ifin. 2 in. 
Above prices ‘for gutters, rain- -water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots | Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 

only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, head for iron.. ; .. 87/-128/- — _— _ — 
? 4 274% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots "24%. | Toilet bib cocks for iron .. 109/- 158/5 — —_ _ —- 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 


All per dozen sin. in. lin. 1}in. 1}in. 2 in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6  917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93 /6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 


Plumbers’ union rent lead to 
iron a : , ] 23/6 38/6 52/10 Lng 165 /- 
. I}in. 2in. 3in. in. 
Caps and Screws aa ore J- 40/8 59/6 92/5 is /io 155 /3 
Brass Sleeves -_ ti 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1}x61lb. 14x61b. 2x7Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
--» 68/6 85/6 137 /- 233 /9 


ing screws 
Lead S. trap do. ‘do. 82/9 102 /9 168 /3 302 /3 
Solder : a <& 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 7 
Tinmen’s ... rs oe 404 /- oa i 4 5 
Blow pipe pare ” 9 407 /- oa ia “s 4 6 
CopPpeR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 25jd. per Ib. plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 
Extra 

d 


16} 
14} 


in. x 19 gauge 
ce « 


in. x 18 
in. x 18 
in. x 18 
in. x 17 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. pius 4d. 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. Za, Pisa, Lede,’ cee ~« 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. ; a ia ee - a 
Rolled ys pe sheets up to ‘48 in. ’ wide, basic price plus £ 
gauge and manufacturing extras ae? Aon 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards onc cwt. 
2 gauge(23SWG), ,, ,, a 
14gauge(21SWG), ,,,, - o 
Brass TUBE 
3rass tubes, basic priee, pe ome and manufac- 
turing extras ° : 


Total per Ib. Approx. per ft. 


” ” 


” ” 


per Ib. 
EAD SHEET AND PIPES 


3asis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 


104 
107 
108 
110 
108 


ead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and apunets 
e Water Pipe, in coils ‘i 
ead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. as 
me » over 4 in. dia = a 
ne Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. os 
cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for guenties « under 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. : ie per cwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. mee oe 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
\llowance for Old Lead, collected, £59 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


per ton 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 
do. White do. do. do. e 

Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class Cc ee 
do. Fine do. do. 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B 
do. Board Finish do. 

Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads 

Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads" 

do. (White) do. 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. 
do. (White) do. a 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads 

Granite oe, in 6-ton loads a 

Hair. a 

G ‘ypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board, # in. . thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site 
1,200 yds. .. 
do. Sectetion “do. ‘Fin. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site ie 
1,200 yds. ... 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 ‘and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery: Delivered site 
1 .200 y 
lo. insutasing ‘do. y in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. oman site eS 
1,200 yds. ... ~ 


PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 


D -livered London area. 
Cviling Distemper ... 
ishable Distemper 
sioss Paint ... 
s yer Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) 


— 
PNK NUMADADWWOwoDo@dM 


per cwt. 


HN AKLBACAOCCOALCCALCOWS 


top toe 


per yd. 


~~ oo 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 





| 24 oz. do. 
| 26 oz. 





LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILS 

Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . --. per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lotsin 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red a ~ Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) per cwt. 

do. do. (1 cwt. lots) ‘ 
Genuine Linseed Sil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality 28 lb... 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ate 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 

do. do. (40 gal.) do. 

Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 
White Lining Paper “° 


, per tin 
--» per gal. 


per Ib. 
- per piece 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. 


| Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
d. | Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
11} | a : 

15} | Finest Carriage Varnish ... 


Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 


Front Door Varnish 


| Japan Gold Size 


Black Japan ... 
Brunswick Black 


| Berlin Black . 
. | Terebene 


Knotting (1 i bottles free) . 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass ay Ghaieg or 
Cut Sizes.. ; ‘ 
do. ‘do. 


do. do. 
32 oz. do. do. do. 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. i a 
# in. Rolled and Rough Cast .. 
} in. do. 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, 
patterns— 
White Group 1 
do. Group 2 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ‘ 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group3... : 
} in. Wired Cast ... 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Cross reeded 5} x 5}x3{ in. ... 
Broad reeded 7} x 7} x 3{ in. ... 
Cross reeded 7} 7} 3{ in. ... 
74x 72x 3 in. ... 


Prismatic 
Flemish ie he fo” Soe 
74 x 7} x 3% in. ... 


Boomerang 

ize Blocks— 

2 Cross reeded 7} x 3} x 3{ in. 

d Corner Blocks to match -' with— 
Cross reeded . “ 
Broad reeded ... 

2 Cross reeded . 

P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
- ” "” 5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 


. per ft. 
do. 


Standard 


dod ddd) 
DAD wwe 


en: 


> 
we ow UT UD 


alf 


x 
We 


wr OE 
§ 


PPPPTP 
Wwwn 


*” 100 ft. sup. : 
3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways a 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or on 
Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


—— tt te NINN NNN th 


PANWBUSCOCY 


Com kf AUAUUW 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of One size and 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum per ft. 
s. d 


Description of Glass— 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... 
24408. » me 
_. —_— ” 
32 oz. 
4 in. Rolled Plate... 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 ies 
do. Group 2 
} in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 
fx in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
+ in. do. do. 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal .. 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 


quantity 


SVPNRY 


. 


- 5 | PEE 


g 


Newowoh CONODOAARAS 


coococecesosooo™ 
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AS FROM FEBRUARY 6th., 1961. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 


Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 





London and _ | England, Wales 
and Scotland 


Per cent. of 


England, Wales Age \ 
Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. 


London and 
Liverpool Dist. 


Per cent. of 
Craft Rate 


Region Craftsmen Labourers Age 


+ 





s. d. s. d. 


d. . d. | s 
15 334 1 6 5h 
16 45 | 2 Of 113 
17 663 3 0 | i 
18 100 4 6 44 


England & Wales 
(Grade A) .. 5 0 4 25 
London ‘ 5 Ih 4 aa 
Liverpool and 623 

District ; 5 I} 4 75 
Scotland... , 5 0 a | 874 


PwwnNne—Z 























NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; 
WATCHMEN. 


: rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 
The rates, per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1$d. 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9$d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


FELIX SCOLLAN LTD.—Regd. March 16, 1961. 
3 Baldwin-ave., East Boldon, Co. Durham. 
Secy.: R. H. Bryson. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Bldrs., etc. 

FARMER & STROUD LTD.—Regd. March 16, 
1961. Oathurst, High-st., Bampton, Oxon. 
Secy.: T. G. Farmer. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £4,000. 

OLDROYD & SONS (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 16, 1961. ‘ Roslyn,’ 75 Dewsbury-rd., 
Ossett, Yorks. Secy.: Mrs. G. Jackson. 
Nom. cap.: £1,500. 

PROPERTY INVESTMENTS CONTRACTORS (LIN- 
COLNSHIRE) LTD.—Regd. March 16, 1961. 18 
Charing Cross-rd.. WC2. Secy.: L. Finn. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

WILLIAM NORMAN 
March 17, 1961. 
Street, Co. Durham. Secy.: 
Nom. cap.: £30,000 

T. H. VAUGHAN LTpD.—Regd. March 17, 1961. 
Bidrs. and developers, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: Thos. H. Vaughan, 43 East- 
wood-rd., Leigh-on-Sea. 

SHIPWAY BROS. (MIDLAND) LTD.—Regd. 
March 17, 1961. 103 Teignmouth-rd., Bir- 
mingham 29. Secy.: Marion E. Shipway. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

MELSUM (CONTRACTORS) LTD.—Regd. March 
17, 1961. Grange-la., Stairfoot, Barnsley. 
Secy.: R. C. Mellor. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. 

G. & N. ROGERS (BUILDERS) 
March 17, 1961. 215 High-st., 
Middx. Secy.: Emily F. Claremont. 
cap.: £1,000. 

R. C. AYRES LTD.—Regd. March 17, 1961. 
Douglas-st., Middlesbrough. Secy.: Nora 
Ayres. Bldrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

PRESTON & NORRIS LTD.—Regd. March 20, 
1961. 4 Church-rd., Waterloo, Liverpool 22. 
Secy.: S. Douglas. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. 

E. J. CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. March 
21, 1961. 100 Park-st.. Wl. Secy.: John 
N. Campain. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 

PENRITH BUILDING CONTRACTORS (FINCHLEY) 
LTp.—Regd. March 21, 1961. 91-93 Long-la., 
Finchley, N3. Secy.: Alan E. Kivlochan. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

J. JOLLY & SONS LTD.—Regd. March 21, 
1961. The Cameron, Glenthorne-rd., Exeter, 
Devon. Secy.: Eileen G. Jolly. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Bidrs., etc. 

JOSEPH HICKIN & SONS (WILLENHALL) LTD.— 
Regd. March 21, 1961. Rose Hill, Willenhall, 


(BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
3 West-la., Chester-le- 
R. R. T. Hume. 


LTD.—Regd. 
Hounslow, 
Nom. 


Staffs. Secy.: R. L. Hickin. 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £7,500. 

CATTRAN & SON LTD.—Regd. March 22, 
1961. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
Kenneth Cattran, The Sycamores, Penzance. 

MILBROOK (CONTRACTORS) LTD. — Regd. 
March 22, 1961. Bedford-pl., West Croydon, 
Surrey. Secy.: Wilfred C. Swann. Bidrs., 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

J. PENFOLD (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. March 
22, 1961. 48 Newbolt-ave., Cheam, Surrey. 


Bldrs. and 


Secy.: Shirley Hart. Nom. cap.: £100. 

H. TONGE LTD.—Regd. March 22, 1961. 
Digmoor, Upholland, nr. Wigan.  Secy.: 
Monica Tonge. Bldr. and contr., etc. 
cap.: £3,000. 

F. T. TURNER & SON LTD.—Regd. March 22, 
1961. ‘The Rise,” Horam, Sussex. Secy.: 
David Reeves. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


£2,000. 

W. J. TURPIN (GREENWICH) 
March 22, 1961. 34 Copthall-ave., EC2. 
Bldg. contrs., bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Sub.: John C. Collins, 25 Malford-gr., Snares- 
brook, E18. 


LTD.—Regd. 


Wrong Use of Building Repair Subsidies ? 
Representations to be Made to AMC 


GUILDFORD TOWN COUNCIL are to make 
representations to the Association of 
Municipal Corporations with a view to 
the Housing Acts of 1958 and 1959 being 
amended so as to prevent wealthy firms 
and organisations from using public 
funds to improve their own property. 

The council had referred back to the 
health committee recommendations for 
grants totalling £766 7s. to what was 
described as ‘a Jarge housing association ’ 
for the construction of cesspools, connec- 
tions to drainage, construction of fuel 
stores and other works at Nos. 1, 2 and 
4 Fort Bungalows, Henley Park. After 
reconsidering the matter, the committee 
reported back to the council that the 
Minister of Health had said that it was 
undesirable for a local authority, in con- 
sidering an application for an improve- 
ment grant, to attempt to carry out an 
investigation into the private financial 
resources of the applicant, and the amount 
of such resources was wholly irrelevant 
to the question of whether or not an 
improvement grant should be made. 

As a result the committee recommended 
that the council should accept as a matter 
of policy that the only relevant issue 
(amended to ‘a relevant issue’) in deter- 
mining whether a discretionary improve- 
ment grant should be made was whether 
a satisfactory modern dwelling would be 
produced which would comply with the 
statutory conditions and the specified re- 
quirements of the grant. 

MR. G. R. BELLERBY, who proposed that 


representations be made to the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations, alleged 
that there were organisations getting 
around tthe intention of successive 
Ministers of Health and Housing. Last 
year, he said, the council gave away in 
grants over and above the Exchequer 
subsidy, and irrespective of the means of 
the applicants, a sum of £4,600. This 
year it was anticipated it would give 
away £4,300. ‘I feel,’ he added, ‘ the 
intention was to assist small owner 
occupiers and individuals to carry oul 
improvements; to permit the smal] land 
lord to carry out improvements to help 
his tenants.’ The system of grants had 
developed into a ‘ golden hand-out.’ 

There was nothing to stop a large 
organisation, irrespective of assets, or 
firm, irrespective of profit, applying fo: 
a grant from public funds of up to £400 
for a property. Mr. Bellerby went on 
to point out that a landlord who carried 
out improvements to a property to the 
extent of £800 could get £400 from 
discretionary grant, and by increasing the 
rent by eight per cent could recover the 
other £400 in 124 years. 

ALD, G. O. SWAYNE stressed that it was 
the intention of the Act to retain 
property, to assist towards the solution cf 
the housing problem and to encourage 
landlords to put their property in orde’. 
He was rather surprised that people who, 
in another context, would be violent!y 
opposed to a means test, were nov 
advancing it in that connection. 
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The Economic Survey 


Emphasis on Need for More Exports at Economic Prices 


BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 


DURING 1960 the whole output of the con- 
struction industry was six per cent 
greater than in 1959, states the 
“Economic Survey 1961,’ published on 
April 5 by the Treasury. The Survey 
explains that output, reflecting the con- 
tinued growth in fixed investment in 
buildings, rose by four per cent between 
the fourth quarters of 1959 and 1960, 
after having risen by seven per cent 
between the same periods of 1958 and 
1959. 

‘There was a considerable increase in 
the amount of work carried out in the 
private sector, in particular in housing 
and in industrial building,’ the Survey 
continues. ‘ The amount of work carried 
out for public authorities, both housing 
and other new work, was, however, 
rather lower than a year earlier. During 
1960 a considerable pressure on the 
building industry developed; there were 
shortages of labour, particularly skilled 
labour, in many parts of the country and 
shortages of some materials also.’ 

The Survey goes on to state that all 
the forward indications suggested that 
fixed investment demand, which in total 
had risen rapidly since the beginning of 
1959, would continue to rise rapidly in 
1961. Private investment was likely to 
rise sharply in 1961, mainly as a result 
of a further large increase in capital 
expenditure by manufacturing industry. 
The most recent inquiry by the Board of 
Trade had indicated that firms in manu- 
facturing industries were planning to 
spend 30 per cent more in 1961 than in 
1960. 

A substantial further rise, of about 10 
per cent between 1960 and 1961, was also 
expected in investment by the distribu- 
tive and service industries, and a recent 
nquiry by the Ministry of Works into 
he intentions of private builders sug- 
2zested that the number of houses started, 
which levelled off between the spring of 
1960 and the end of the year, would rise 
izgain in 1961. Public investment, taken 
is a whole, would probably rise a little 
his year. 


Fixed Investment 

Going into greater detail about fixed 
nvestment last year, the Survey states 
that total fixed investment, which had 
tarted to rise in real terms in the second 
quarter of 1959, continued to expand 
rapidly during 1960 and in the second 
half of the year was eight per cent higher 
than a year earlier. During 1959 the 
biggest rise was in investment by the 
public sector and private housebuilding, 
but in 1960 investment by private in- 
dustry and trade accounted for most of 
the increase. The ratio of fixed invest- 
ment to the gross national product which 
rose from just over 16 per cent in 1954 
to 174 per cent in 1959, averaged 184 
per cent in 1960 and at the end of the 
year was probably somewhat higher. 

The Survey explains that the slight fall 


in public investment in the later months 
of 1960 was mainly the consequence of 
a fall in investment by the nationalised 
industries, taken together, which had 
accounted for most of the increase in 
1959. The value of work done on local 
authority housing changed little in 1960, 
after rising rapidly in 1959. The number 
of houses started by local authorities had 
risen sharply at the end of 1958 as part 
of the reflationary programme and in 
1959 as a whole 148,000 houses were 
started, compared with 120,000 in 1958. 

Throughout most of 1959 starts were 
well in excess of completions, causing the 
number of houses under construction and 
the value of work done to rise. ‘In 1960 
123,000 houses were started by local 
authorities, a fall of 16 per cent com- 
pared with 1959,’ continues the Survey, 
‘but since this was only a little less than 
the number completed (128,000), there 
was only a slight fall in the number of 
houses under construction. Investment 
by local authorities other than in housing 
has risen quite rapidly ever since the 
beginning of 1959. Investment by the 
central Government has changed little 
in total throughout the last two years.’ 

Private investment, which rose little 
(by about 34 per cent) during 1959, in- 
creased rapidly throughout 1960 and in 
the second half was about 14 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. Investment 
by manufacturing industry in the second 
half of 1960 was 22 per cent higher than 
a year earlier. The total for the year 
was five per cent above that for 1957, 
the previous highest year. 


Private Housing 


‘Private investment in housing,’ states 
the Survey, ‘was nearly 20 per cent 
higher in 1960 than in 1959. More houses 
were started and more houses were com- 
pleted than in 1959 and, since the number 
started continued to exceed comple- 


727 


running in investment in building and 
civil engineering work. In 1959 the bulk 
of the increase was in housing and in 
investment by public authorities in other 
types of building and works. In 1960 
the main emphasis moved to the building 
of factories, offices and shops. There 
was a substantial rise in investment in 
plant and machinery, which, in total, had 
been practically stable throughout 1958 
and 1959.’ 

The principal message of the Survey, 
and in this respect it merely echoes what 
has been said in Parliament by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer and the President 
of the Board of Trade, concerns the need 
for more exports at competitive prices. 
‘Growth and competitiveness can never 
be separated.’ 

The Survey recalls that a stimulus had 
been given in past years to industrial 
investment by the introduction of invest- 
ment allowances and these were main- 
tained last year notwithstanding measures 
taken to restrict other demand. The aim 
had been to restrain the growth of 
demand without checking the incentive 
to invest, and in recent years there had 
been a considerable growth in invest- 
ment. 


Plea on Exports 


The Survey makes this plea: ‘It will 
not be possible to expand production, 
increase exports, and maintain full 
employment, without the fullest co- 
operation of employers and workers 
individually and collectively in the intro- 
duction of new plant and methods, and 
in ensuring that increases in incomes are 
not such as to raise the general level of 
costs. 

‘Indeed, important factors are the 
ability and willingness of both sides of 
industry to reduce costs and to share 
with consumers, in the form of lower 
prices, part of the fruit of increased pro- 
ductivity, especially in those industries 
where productivity increases faster than 
the national average. In all these 
matters the Government can help and 
stimulate, but what ultimately happens 
depends upon the action and attitudes 
of industry as a whole. 


CONSTRUCTION* 
£ million, 1954 prices 








New HOusinc : ee 
For public authorities 
For private developers 


OTHER New Work: 
For public authorities 
For private developers : 
Industrial > nee 
Miscellaneous 


REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 556 


294 
217 


626 


243 
189 


544 als 





TOTAL ... mai = 1,851 


1,848 2,041 2,177 








* The figures relate to the value of work done in each year in Great Britain. The figures from 1959 
are given according to the revised Standard Industrial Classification, 1958, and are therefore not directly 
comparable with earlier years. 


tions, the number of houses under con- 
struction at the end of the year was 
greater than at the beginning. The value 
of work done nevertheless levelled off 
at the end of the year. 

‘In terms of type of asset there was a 
very large increase for the second year 


‘For a country in the international 
position of the United Kingdom, it is 
axiomatic that the growth of the economy 
must be interlocked with the growth of 
exports—otherwise the balance of pay- 
ments situation is bound to frustrate 
growth and force a reversal of direction.’ 





News in Brief 


Employment in Building 

THE NUMBER in civil employment during 
February, according to Ministry of 
Labour statistics, is estimated to have in- 
creased by 13,000 to 23,695,000. The 
number employed in the construction 
industries rose by 22,000 (the largest in- 
crease) to 1,566,000. The corresponding 
figure for 1960 was 1,512,000. 


NHBRC Publicity Campaign 

THE NATIONAL HOUSE-BUILDERS REGISTRA- 
TION COUNCIL is to undertake a com- 
prehensive campaign to inform the public 
about the nature and advantages of the 
inspection and _ certification services 
which it provides for house-purchasers. 


Rubber Manufacturers 


THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH RUBBER AND 
ALLIED MANUFACTURERS has moved its 
offices to 19-20 Berners-street, London, 
Wl. The telephone numbers, Museum 
2671 and 0268, remain unchanged. 


ICW Anniversary Dinner 


MR. LEONARD C. HOWITT, MARCH, FRIBA, 
Manchester City Architect, will be 
principal guest of the Institute of Clerks 
of Works of Great Britain Inc. at its 79th 
anniversary dinner. This will be held in 
the Balmoral Suite, Connaught Rooms, 
WC2, on Saturday, May 13. 


The Late Mr. M. F. Gray 


THE death is reported of Mr. Matthew 
Frederick Gray, managing director of 
W. M. Gray & Son Ltd., builders, of 
Oxford. Mr. Gray, who was 76, was 
founder president of the Oxfordshire 
Association of Building Trades Employers 
in 1945 and 1946. 


Hotel and Catering Exhibition 


EUROPE’S prosperous and rapidly expand- 
ing hotel and catering industry will again 
be on show to the world at the 1962 
International Hotel and Catering Exhibi- 
tion, Olympia, London, from January 23 
until February 1, 1962. Technical 
developments in the construction, fur- 
n.shing and equipping of hotels, motels 
and extensions which have been and are 
being built all over the country will be 
on show. 


Industrial and Factory Law 


4 COURSE of lectures on Industrial and 
Factory Law will be given by Mr. Harry 
Samuels, OBE, MA, under the auspices 
of the Industrial Welfare Society, at their 
headquarters, 48 Bryanston-square, Lon- 
don, W1, on May 9-11. The course covers 
the legal groundwork necessary to indus- 
trial managers and executives and in view 
of recent important legislative changes in 
this sphere is also intended as a refresher 
course. Further particulars may be ob- 
tained from the secretary of the society. 


Courses in Elementary Surveying 


ERITH TECHNICAL COLLEGE is to run a 
short course in surveying to commence 
with an introductory lecture on June 8. 
The course is designed for builders’ fore- 
men and other supervisory staff and will 


followed by 5 meetings, each to be held 
on Saturday afternoons, devoted to prac- 
tical work, The fee for the six meetings 
will be 15s. Further details may be 
obtained from the head of the Depart- 
ment of Building, Erith-road, Belvedere, 
Kent. 


Teesside Crude Oil Plant 


A PLANT capable of distilling about Im. 
tons of crude oil annually is to be built 
by Imperial Chemical Industries on a site 
on the north bank of the River Tees. 
Purchase of the site, which extends over 
250 acres, has been negotiated by ICI 
from the Tees Conservancy Commission, 
subject to the approval of the Crown 
Estate Commissioners. The site is on re- 
claimed land with a good river frontage 
on which a jetty will be constructed. The 
plant will cost several million pounds and 
is due for completion before the end of 
1962. 


Cement Works’ Safety Record 


AN ACCIDENT RECORD of only 0.5 per 
100,000 man hours worked in 1960 is 
reported by the Blue Circle Group of 
cement companies. There was a total of 
91 lost time accidents in 1960 compared 
with 145 in 1959, in 29 cement producing 
units. In all, 9 works were completely 
accident-free. The year 1960, jubilee year 
of Associated Portland Cement Manufac- 
turers Ltd., the Blue Circle parent com- 
pany, was the fortieth year of accident 
prevention efforts by the companies. 


Planning Course for Overseas Experts 


SEVENTEEN town and country planning 
experts from overseas arrived on April 9 
for a two-week British Council course on 
town and country planning in Britain. 
The aim is to show the way town and 
country planning in this country is united 
and controlled by comprehensive legisla- 
tion, and how laws are framed and passed. 
The course consists of talks by senior 
officials of central and local authorities 
interspersed with tours of Stevenage and 
Harlow new towns. The party will also 
visit Coventry and make a tour of 
developments in London. 


Bristol Building Centre’s Year 


DURING the Bristol Building Centre’s third 
year of operation the two most important 
developments were: the co-ordination of 
the publicity under Mr. Brian Rushton, 
and the installation by another 14 manu- 
facturers of permanent exhibits to bring 
the total to 125. In the permanent exhi- 
bition all but two small display areas have 
now been occupied and the Centre has 
now instituted an exhibitors’ waiting list. 
Contact with the industry is maintained 
with interest by way of the well-designed 
monthly bulletin which is circulated to 
over 2,000 architects, builders, quantity 
surveyors and others. The bulletin reviews 
past and future events of importance. The 
annual report for 1960 records that the 
average weekly attendance was 655 and 
that throughout the year some 21,424 
inquiries were answered. The third edi- 
tion of the Centre’s catalogue of exhibi- 
tors now has a circulation of 3,000. 
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Official Notification 


Electrically Operated Appliances 
for Central Heating 


AMONG the latest amendment slips for 
notices issued by the Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise in regard to purchase 
tax is the following, which should now be 
included under the heading *‘ Exempt’: 

(5A) Electrically operated appliances 
for central heating systems, being 
appliances designed for a sustained out- 
put, when installed, not less than 30,000 
British thermal units per hour (on the 
assumption, if the output varies with 
working conditions, that the appliance is 
working under average winter conditions), 
the following: (i) water boilers; (ii) appli- 
ances supplied with a system of ducting 
designed only for the transmission of 
heated air through such ducting to two or 
more rooms simultaneously. 


Company News 


GEORGE E. GRAY LTD., of Eastern-ave.. 
Ilford, Essex, has formed a new company 
to handle all of the group’s plastic and sheet 
materials business. Named GEORGE E. GRAY 
(PLASTICS) LTD., it will meet the demands 
and specialised needs of the furniture and 
building industries for these products. The 
chairman of directors of the new company 
is MR. E. G. BAYMAN, and the managing direc- 
tor is MR. GEOFFREY A. BAYMAN. 

BAKELITE LTD. recommend the payment of 
a final ordinary dividend of 114 per cent (less 
tax) for the year ended December 31, 1960. 

AUSTINS OF EAST HAM LTD. has acquired the 
whole of the issued share capital of E. o. 
SHANKS & SONS LTD., consisting of 45,006 
ordinary shares of £1 each and the freeholds 
of the properties. 


Personal Column 


John Laing & Son Ltd. announce the 
appointment to the board of MR. J. W. CHARN- 
LEY, MICE. 

MR. N. A. C. JAMES, Southern England Area 
Manager, Cape Insulation & Asbestos 
Products Ltd., has been appointed Controller, 
Government Contracts Division, with special 
responsibilities for liaison with the 
Admiralty, the Services and British Railways. 
This is a new post. 

The shipping manager of George Cohen 
Sons & Co. Ltd., MR. JAMES BRENNAN, has 
retired after 52 years with the company. 

MR. E. L. TOWNSEND has been appointed 
chairman of Secomastic Ltd., Western-rd., 
Bracknell, Berkshire, MR. C. G. TUDOR POLE 
succeeds Mr. Townsend as managing director. 

London Tin Corporation Limited announce 
that MR. J. IVAN SPENS, who has been a 
director of the corporation since 1935 and 
chairman since 1940, retired from the Board 
altogether on March 31, 1961. SIR DOUGLAS 
WARING has been appointed to succeed : Mr. 
Spens as chairman of the corporation. 

MR. D. J. FLUNDER, general purchasing 
manager of the Dunlop Group for the past 
two years, is to become general manager of 
the chemical products division in Birming- 
ham. Mr. Flunder will succeed MR. N. G. 
BASSETT SMITH, who is to become general 
manager of the Dunlop Footwear Company 
at Walton, Liverpool. These appointments 
are effective from August 1, 1961. 

MR. W. WASHBOURNE, who was appointed 
general manager of the excavator division 
of Newton Chambers and Co. Ltd., Thorn- 
cliffe, Sheffield, recently, has now been ap- 
pointed a director of two Newton Chambers 
subsidiary companies—NCK-Rapier Ltd. and 
Rhodes and Halmshaw Ltd. 

Messrs. W. E. Chivers & Sons Ltd., build- 
ing and civil engineering contractors, of 
Devizes, announce that the following execu- 
tive members of the staff have been appointed 
as associate directors of the company as from 
April 1: s. E. ELKINS, C. HUTTON, MBE, C. J- ~ 
REEVES and B. W. WHEELER. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


ASIA.—United Nations experts are 
actively engaged on the Asian _inter- 
national highway project, now in its final 
planning stages. Twelve countries work- 
ing through ECAFE in Bangkok have 
agreed to build their share of the 3,000- 
mile road network to link Tehran and 
Istanbul with Singapore, Saigon and 
Bangkok. Estimated to take three to 
five years to establish the main trunk 
route, each country would follow with 
the modernisation and standardisation of 
existing main roads to link into the 
scheme. Financial implications are for- 
midable and listed as main problems are: 
road building plant for Burma, Cam- 
bodia, India and Pakistan; technical con- 
sultants for Nepal, Burma and Pakistan; 
bridge building equipment and labora- 
tory facilities for India; international 
financial aid for the whole project, 
especially to the work in Vietnam. 


AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA).—The Gillette 
Razor Blade Co., of the USA, is to estab- 
lish a factory at Melbourne at a cost of 
£Alm. 

BWI (TRINIDAD).—It is reported from 
Trinidad that a $2m. project by Carib- 
bean Printers Ltd. will get under way 
early this year. The building, to be air- 
conditioned, will be equipped with 
modern machinery for general printing 
and process block making. 


CANADA (ALBERTA).—An initial invest- 
ment of $100m. is being discussed for 
construction and development of steel 
industry interests in the Peace River 
area. A new town, plus milling facilities, 
would result from successful negotia- 
tions. . . . A $400m. 1,400 mile natural 
gas pipeline to California is to be con- 
structed. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—A nature 
museum is to be constructed at Miracle 
Beach, Vancouver Island. . . . Construc- 
tion of a $1.5m. hotel, to include parking 
garages of 3 or 4 storeys, has been 
announced for Vancouver. . . . Construc- 
tion of a civic centre is planned for White 
Rock, and also a $2m. housing develop- 
ment. .. . A new town centre, on a 23- 
acre site, is to be constructed at New 
Westminster. ... Premier Bennett of 
British Columbia has proposed a $412m., 
2,780-mile road building programme. The 
project includes: 550 miles from Prince 
Rupert to the Rockies, 482 miles from 
Terrace north to Watson Lake, and pav- 
ing 810 miles and rebuilding 200 miles 
between Cache Creek and the ‘Alaska 
highway. Also specified is a new Hope- 
Princeton highway. ... Plans for a $4m. 
glass factory, and also a freezing and cold 
storage plant have been announced for 
Burnaby. .. . Construction in Greater 
Vancouver amounted to $8m. for the first 
two months of this year. 


CANADA (NEW BRUNSWICK).—$83m. has 
been budgeted for road construction in 
this province. . Construction of a 
multi-million dollar transportation, com- 
mercial and recreation centre, on 10 


acres in downtown Moncton, has been 
announced. 

CANADA (NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES).— 
Construction of a railway, at Pine Point, 
Great Slave Lake, is expected to start this 
year. ... An estimated $2.25m. is to be 
spent on educational construction for the 
Mackenzie District. Projects will include 
new schools, hostels, residences for staff 
and other facilities. ...$lm. is to be 
spent on the construction of roads in the 
Laird and Ford Good Hope plains. 


CANADA (ONTARIO).—A $10m. building, 
to combine a 400-room hotel, shops, and 
a 900-car parking garage has been 
approved in principle by Ottawa City. 


CANADA (ONTARIO).—Mikgold Construc- 
tion Co. has applied for a permit to erect 
a big block of flats on Finch-avenue, 
Toronto. ... Tenders will be asked this 
spring for the $4.5m., six-storey, chemical 
building of the University of Toronto.... 
A survey has been started on the western 
route of a 437-mile railway line from 
Grimshaw, Alta, to the south shore of 
Great Slave Lake, it is announced in 
Ottawa. ...A home designed specific- 
ally for total electric living is the objec- 
tive of an architectural competition just 
announced by the Ontario Association of 
Architects. 

CANADA (QUEBEC).—A zinc smelter and 
refinery is to be constructed for Matta- 
gami Lake Mines Ltd... . A new town, 
Labrador City, is to be constructed for 
the Labrador Iron Ore Co. at Carol Lake, 
together with a 40-mile spur railway line. 
... Construction of a new town, and con- 
necting railway lines, is also anticipated 
by 1963 for the Wabash Iron Co. on the 
St. Lawrence river shore. ... A $2m. 
pigment plant is under construction for 
the Continental Titanium Co. at St. 
Urbain. 

CANADA des 


(QUEBEC).—La Mutuelle 
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Employés Civils is considering the con- 
struction of a $2m. office building in 
Quebec City. . . . A $lm. office building 
is to be constructed for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs in Montreal. 

CANADA (SASKATCHEWAN). — The Sas- 
katchewan Government is to spend $78m. 
on the following construction projects: 
$41m. for the Saskatchewan Power Cor- 
poration; a further $l16m. on the Squaw 
Rapids Hydro project, and $2.75m. in 
assisting industrial construction. 

CANADA (YUKON).—Tenders are to be 
called for the construction of the Mc- 
Queston bridge and approaches. ...A 
130-mile road is to be constructed in the 
south-eastern part of Yukon Territory 
from Mile 65 to Flat River. 

CANADA.—Mr. George Hees, Minister 
of Trade and Commerce, recently tabled 
in the House of Commons the report 
‘Private and Public Investment in Canada 
Outlook 1961.’ Expenditures for new con- 
struction, in this report, are estimated at 
about $5,689m. 

CHILE.—Official support will be given 
in Chile to a project by the Chilean 
company Industrias Forestales for the 
installation of a plant capable of manu- 
facturing 60,000-75,000 tons of newsprint 
per annum. Credits and machinery from 
Finland and Western Germany will be 
obtained for the project. 

HONDURAS.——A pulp and paper mill is 
to be erected at La Ceiba, Republic of 
Honduras, by National Bulk Carriers of 
New York. It is estimated that the plant 
will represent an investment of at least 
USS$40m. 

ISRAEL.—According to a report in the 
April issue of the ‘Anglo-Israel Trade 
Journal ’ a £300,000 contract for dredging 
in the port of Haifa has been awarded to 
Edmund Nuttall, Sons & Co. (London) 
Ltd. ... Mr. A. J. Newman, chairman 
and managing director of Newman Indus- 
tries Ltd., electric motor manufacturers, 
of Yate, Bristol, has visited Israel to dis- 
cuss plans for building a new factory at 
Tel-Aviv. ... An agreement for the con- 
struction of a complex of petro-chemical 
plants has been signed with the investors 
by the Ministers of Finance and Com- 
merce and Industry. Four factories will 
be erected at a cost of £5.7m. The three 
main groups participating in the project 
include two Israel companies, the Haifa 
Refineries and Paz Ltd.; an American 
group, including the Israel Investors 
Corporation; and a Latin-American group. 
The factories will be built near the Haifa 
refineries. . . . A new resort area of 
approximately 200 acres is to be deve- 
loped at Caesarea by the Caesarea Beach 
Corporation. It is intended to erect a 
shopping centre, flats, a restaurant, and 
a swimming pool. Work on the site is 
expected to start in September. Initial 
investments will be in the region of £m. 
and the final cost is estimated at £4m. 

MALAYA.—A_ 200,000-person industrial 
township has been planned for the 
Johore State Government, increasing the 
present population of Johore Bahru, from 
its present figure of 80,000. State plan- 
ning officer is Mr. Y. H. Ling. 

NYASALAND.—A dam, costing £3,900, is 
to be built by the Nyasaland Government 
on the Chisawani stream at the Bvumbwe 
Agricultural Experimental Station in 
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Cholo district. Money is being provided 
by the Government and from the Colonial 
Development and Welfare fund. The dam 
will be used to assist development of a 
coffee research scheme. A_ pumping 
station will be constructed to assist irriga- 
tion of the research area and a factory 
will also be built to process the coffee. 

SINGAPORE. The Government has 
announced its first four-year develop- 
ment plan costing M$871m. Public works 
construction within this plan is expected 
to provide direct employment for 12,000 
people and will largely be devoted to 
industrial estate development, water and 
power projects, roads and port facilities. 

SOUTH AFRICA.—A start has been made 
with the implementation of the recently 
announced 5-year plan for the develop- 
ment of the Bantu homelands. An 
expenditure of some £5m. a year is 
envisaged for its execution. More than 
50 sites have been selected for the estab- 
lishment of villages in Northern Trans- 
vaal, Western Transvaal, Natal, the 
Orange Free State, the Ciskei and the 
Transkei. It is planned to build 250 
large dams for irrigation and 230 smaller 
dams for watering stock every year. 

SPAIN.—J. y F. Torres Hostech, Spain, 
have been granted authorisation to ex- 
pand their paper plant at Sarria de Ter, 
Gerona. Foreign capital is to be invested 
in the project. 

SUDAN.—The Arab Paper Industrial 
Company intends to construct a carton 
factory in Khartoum, Sudan, at a cost of 
£S5m. 

TAIWAN.—A modern hotel is to be built 
in Taipei on the site of the residence of 
the World War II Japanese governor. The 
hotel. to be financed by American inves- 
tors, will have nine storeys with 350 bed- 
rooms and is estimated to cost US $4m. 


The Slough By-Pass 
£4m. Contract Let 


THE CONTRACT for the Slough by-pass, as 
briefly reported in our last issue, has 
been awarded to Richard Costain Ltd. in 
association with Higgs & Hill Ltd. The 
£4m. project, scheduled for completion 
in two years, is part of the M4 and will 
complete the Maidenhead-Slough by- 
pass. It includes 54 miles of 24 ft. dual 
carriageway with attendant slip roads, 
two flyovers, five overbridges, five under- 
bridges, three roundabouts and nine 
major culverts. The contract will be 
carried out as a joint venture between 
the two companies, Costain carrying out 
the road works and Higgs & Hill all the 
structures. 

The new by-pass will connect the 
already completed section of M4 with 
the A+ main road. The road will be 
laid on an embankment rising to 25 ft. in 
height where it crosses the Windsor 

ugh branch line, and about 2m. cu. 
yd. of fill will be required. It will skirt 
Agar’s Plough, the Eton College playing 
field. 

The contract is being carried out for 
Bucks County Council, as agents for the 
Ministry of Transport. E. H. Frankland, 
MICE, MIMunE, MinstE, is County 
Roads Surveyor. 


SCOTTISH 
BUILDER 


An Omission in Overspill 


THE GENERAL SECRETARY of the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress, MR. G. MIDDLETON, 
said at a conference in Troon of the Scot- 
tish National Housing & Town Planning 
Council recently that the question of com- 
pensation for working people who had to 
leave clearance areas seemed to have been 
lost sight of in overspill arrangements. 

The removal of families, he thought, 
was just as important as the removal of 
factories. A weakness of the overspill 
schemes was that receiving authorities 
were more interested in new industries 
than in rehousing an incoming population. 
As a result there was hesitancy on the 
part of workers to leave Glasgow. 


Civil Estimates on Housing 


ABOUT £19.7M. is to be spent on housing 
in Scotland during 1961/2, according to 
the Civil Estimates published recently. 
This is approximately £774,000 more than 
that for the previous year. The amount 
required in 1961-62 for general grants, 
equalisation and transitional grants to 
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Scottish local authorities is estimated at 
£73.3m.—£3.7m. more than last year. 


New Buildings 


AUCHTERARDER.—The CC has been 
given permission to erect a 3,000 sq. ft. light 
engineering factory at Hunter-st. 

DREM.—tThe Scottish Home Department 
has put a new mobile testing laboratory into 
use for road materials testing and has also 
provided permanent facilities at Drem for 
this work. These facilities will test 
materials to be used on Scottish trunk road 
schemes. 

EAST LOTHIAN WATER BD.—Laying 
and jointing of approx. 8,775 lin. yd. of 12-in. 
dia. pipeline. G. H. Hill & Sons (Man- 
chester), civil engineers, 51 Mosley-st., 
Manchester. Dep. £5 5s. 

FIFE CC.—Construction of new Leven-rd., 
Kennoway. 660 ft. in length. County S., 
County Offices, Belfield, Cupar, Fife. 

FORRES ROYAL BURGH.—One terrace 
block of 12 three-apart. houses and two 
blocks of three single-apart. cottages at 
Castlehill East housing development. All 
trades basis. Usual trades. Rowand 
Anderson, Kininmonth & Paul, chartered 
architects, Forres-rd., Forres. 

GLASGOW.—Corpn. plan to build 1,470 
houses in multi-storey blocks at Red-rd., 
Balornock. Sam Bunton, Glasgow, is consul- 
tant architect. 

ROXBURGH CC.—Ale Water Scheme: 
New filter station; two reinforced concrete 
sedimentation tanks; six filter tanks; two 
sludge settling tanks with pumphouse; sludge 
drying beds; and the construction of a con- 
crete framed brick and masonry faced 
administration block and filter house, etc. 
Crouch & Hogg, engineers, 18 Woodside- 
cres., Glasgow, C3. 


Lectures on Concrete Practice 


Cement and Concrete Association’s List 


THE FOLLOWING is the latest list issued by 
the Cement & Concrete Association. 
Inquiries regarding admission to the lec- 
tures should be made direct to the 
organising body in each case, not to the 








B-A:T-S-F-O-R:D 
Plumbing Materials 
& Techniques 


SYDNEY WEBSTER A.R.LB.A. 


Complementary to the author's 
PLUMBING IN BUILDING yet 
entirely self-contained, this new 
book concentrates on the techniques 
involved, describing in full the rele- 
vant methods and materials. 
114 illustrations 


Law of 
Contract & Tort 


A. J. POLLAND 


30s. 


A cohesive digest of the basic 
principles underlying the law of 
Contract and Tort, written by a 
barrister-at-law to provide archi- 
tects, auctioneers, surveyors and 
estate agents with a_ working 
knowledge of the subject. 

37s. 6d. 


4 Fitzhardinge Street W.|I 


Cement and Concrete Association, and 
care should be taken not to confuse the 
organising body with the place at which 
the lecture is being held. 

April 18: ‘ The Use of Specialised Plant on 
Airfield and Road Construction,’ by E. U. 
Broadbent and M. A. May to the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. Great George-st., 
London, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

April 18: ‘The Structural Aspects of 
Coventry Cathedral,’ by P. Ahm to the Rein- 
forced Concrete Association (Midland 
Counties Branch). Birmingham and Midland 
Institute, Paradise-st., Birmingham 1. 6 p.m. 

April 25: * The Inner Ring Road, Birming- 
ham,’ by Sir Herbert Manzoni to the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers. Great George-st., 
London, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

April 27: ‘Composite Construction in 
Theory and Practice,’ by Professor Konrad 
Sattler to the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, 11 Upper Belgrave-st., London, 
SWI. 6 p.m. 

April 27: ‘The Code of Practice for Pre- 
stressed Concrete CP.115,’ by A. W. Hill 
(Cement and Concrete Association) to the 
Reinforced Concrete Association (West of 
England Branch) and the Institution of Civi! 
Engineers. The New School of Engineering, 
University of Bristol, Bristol 8. 6 p.m. 

April 28: *‘ Modern Urban Highway Struc- 
tures,’ by G. B. Smedley to the Institution 
of Structural Engineers (Midland Counties 
Branch). Byng Kendrick Suite, College ot 
Advanced Technology, Gosta Green, Bir- 
mingham 6. 6.30 p.m. 

May 2: ‘New Tunnels near Potters Ba 
in the Eastern Region of British Railways, 
by A. K. Terris and H. D. Morgan to the¢ 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George 
st., London, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

May 11: * Collaboration Between Engineer 
and Landscape Architects,’ by C. S. Chetto« 
and G. A. Jellicoe to the Institution of Civi 
Engineers and Institute of Landscape Archi- 
tects. Institution of Civil Engineers, Grea 
George-st., London, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (A) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (R) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 19 
(ar) GLOUCESTER CC.—Fixed price 
tenders for a new sec. sch. at Nailsworth. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 20 
(ar) SURREY CC.—Proposed kitchen and 
dining room at Wyke county prim. sch., Ash. 
County A. 
(ar) SURREY CC.—Proposed new labora- 
tories at Tiffin boys’ sch. Kingston. County 
A. 


APRIL 21 

(aR) ALCESTER RDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for 18 flats at Seggs-la./Henley-st., 
Alcester, and 12 bungalows at Redditch-rd., 
Studley. S to Council. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by May 24. 

(aR) BRISTOL CITY C.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for: (a) 38 houses at Kennard-rd., St. 
George, and (b) 20 houses at Hillburn-rd., 
St. George. City A. 

(aR) OXFORD CITY C.—Erection of 21 
houses at Cornwallis-rd. City A & Planning 
Officer. 


APRIL 22 
(ar) ESSEX CC & QUARTER SESSIONS. 
—Erection of driving sch. and garage at 
Police headquarters, Chelmsford. County A. 
(aR) ESSEX CC.—(1) Alterations at former 
Roberts social club, off Wadham-rd., Wal- 
thamstow; (2) extensions at Braintree Area 
Planning Offices. County A. 
APRIL 24 
(aR) PORTSMOUTH CITY C.—{a) New 
ESN jun. sch. at Battenburg-ave.; (b) new 
branch library and flats at Gladys-ave.; (c) 
new youth centre at Paulsgrove; (d) new 
tennis and netball pavilion at Bransbury 
Park. City A. Dep. £1 ls. (each contract). 
APRIL 28 
(ar) BURTON - UPON - TRENT CBC. — 
Erection of eight shops and flats over, etc., at 
Edge Hill estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by May 31. 


MAY 
(ar) TOTTENHAM BC.—Erection of 112 
dwellings, etc.,.at Markfield estate. Boro’ 
E. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 2 
(4) NORTHFLEET UDC.—Erection of 
= convenience at old fire station site. 


MAY 3 
(aR) CRAWLEY UDC.—Erection of 
Council offices at The Boulevard. Clerk to C. 
MAY 4 
CASTLEBAR (Eire).—Erection of a new 
girls’ national sch. at Castlebar, Co. Mayo, 
for the Rev. Mother M. Gerard. McCormack 
and Keane, architects, 4 Upper Fitzwilliam- 
st., Dublin. Dep. £25. 


MAY 5 
(a4) NEWBURY BC.—Erection of 100 
houses at Turnpike-rd. estate. Boro’ S. 
(a4) WOOD GREEN BC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for eight flats at Williams Grove. Boro’ 
E. Dep. £1 ls. 


MAY 6 
(4) RADNORSHIRE CC.—Erection of 
farm houses and adaptations to existing 
farm buildings at Neuadd Farm, Bleddfa, 
Knighton /Llanwen Farm, Knighton. County 
Land Agent. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 8 
(a) HASTINGS CORPN.—Erection of: (a) 
garages at Hollington and Red Lake 


areas, and (b) concrete slab, road and fore- 
courts for the above. Boro’ E. Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 10 
(A) CHATHAM BC.—Erection of 25 old 
people’s fiatlets at Snodhurst House, Way- 
a Wayfield estate. Boro’ E&S. Dep. 
Ss. 


MAY 12 
(aA) CANTERBURY CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for 12 flats at Spring-la. estate. City 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 24 


(A) NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE 
EC.—Extensions to George Pindar county 
mod. sch., Scarborough. County A. 


TUNE 12 
(A) NORTHERN IRELAND ELEC- 
TRICITY BD.—Superstructure to stage II of 
main building to Coolkeeragh Power Station. 
Kennedy & Donkin, constg. engrs., 64 Royal 
Exchange, Manchester 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


(a) CHISLEHURST & SIDCUP UDC.— 
Erection of public conveniences at St. John’s- 
rd., Sidcup. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(4) WORCESTER CITY C.—Erection of 
nee stage of new livestock market. City 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


APRIL 26 
(A) WEST HARTLEPOOL CBC.—Supply 
and delivery of: (1) Cloakroom fittings; (2) 
sanitary equipment; (3) ironmongery, for 
High sch. for girls. L. Auton, architect, 
Regent-bldgs., York-rd., West Hartlepool. 








= < 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO:— 

M.O.W., AIR MINISTRY, L.C.C., 

WAR DEPARTMENT, L.T.E., 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES, ETC, 
ST. STEPHENS HOUSE, 


Westminster, $.W.1 


Telephone: WHitehall 3704/2592 
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APRIL 28 

(A) DAGENHAM BC.—Supply and erec- 
tion of structural steelwork for new trans- 
port workshops. Boro’ E 


MAY 3 
(4) BATH CITY C.—Installation of auto- 
matic fire detection system at The Guildhall. 
S of Corporate . Dep. £2 2s. 
Y 


(a) ESHER UDC.—External painting of 69 
Council houses. E&S. Dep. £1 ls. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 14 
(R) MITFORD & LAUNDITCH RDC.— 
Provision and laying of approx. 6,250 lin. yd. 
of 3in. asbestos-cement water mains, with 
all valves, fittings and other ancillary work, 
in the parishes of Great Dunham and Tittle- 
shall. W. Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., constg. 
engrs., Halifax House, Bank Plain, Norwich. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 20. 
APRIL 17 
(ar) ST. NEOTS UDC.—Construction of 
new road. A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., 8 Storey’s 
Gate, SW1l. Tenders by May 10. 
APRIL 22 
BARNET UDC.—Patching and _ surface 
dressing of carriageways, involving 64,000 
super yds., etc. — 


AY 3 

ENNERDALE RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the laying of 10,500yd. of 6in. spun-iron 
water mains and 2,500yd. of 4in. spun-iron 
water mains and ancillary works from Wind- 
scale reservoir to Gosforth. Rofe & Raffety, 
constg. engrs., 9 Brewer’s Green, Buckingham 
Gate, SW1l. Dep. = 7 


AY 4 
KETTERING RDC.—Laying of 3,750yd. 
of sewers and pumping mains of 4 to Qin. 
dia., with the construction of a pumping 
station and sewage disposal works at Cran- 
ford. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, constg. 
engrs., 6 Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 29 


BOSTON RDC.—Laying of approx. one 
mile of 6in. dia. concrete sewers and half- 
mile of 5in. and 4in. dia. asbestos-cement 
rising mains, and the construction of two 
pumping stations and a sewage disposal works 
at Leverton. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, 
engrs., Artillery House, Artillery Row, SW1. 
Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


HAMMERSMITH. — Boys’ Club. — The 
London Federation of Boys’ Clubs is asso- 
ciated with the London County Council in 
a project to erect twin clubs for boys and 
girls on a site at the White City housing 
estate, at an estimated cost of £52,000. The 
architect is A. Llewellyn Smith, of Llewellyn 
Smith & Waters, 103 Old Brompton-rd., SW7, 
and the quantity surveyors are Messrs. 
Watkins & Decker, 13 Grays Inn-sq., WCl. 

SHOREDITCH.—New Fire Station.—A 
new fire station headquarters to serve North- 
East London, est. £184,450, is proposed. 

TWICKENHAM.—Architectural Appoint- 
ment.—BC has appointed Richardson & 
Houfe, 24 Queen Anne-st., London, WI, to 
prepare sketch plans for redevelopment of 
Church-st. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ALDERSHOT.—CRE Southern Command, 
Salisbury, propose erection of 298 dwellings 
at Telavera Barracks and Waterloo Barracks. 

ALTON (Hants).—RDC recommended to 
instruct consulting engineers to proceed with 
scheme to build new sewage disposal works 
at The Lyth, Selborne. 

ASHTON - UNDER - LYNE. — Manchester 
Regional Hospital Bd. propose a 10-year 
major extension plan at Ashton General 
Hospital. . . . BC propose major extensions 
at College of Further Education. Est. 
£250,000. 

BARTON-ON-SEA (Hants).—C. H. Elsom 
& Partners propose residential development 
on about 174 acres at corner Becton/Barton 
Common Lanes, Barton, comprising bunga- 
lows, 3, 6 and 10-storey flats and garages 
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at density of 21 units per acre. 

BASINGSTOKE.—BC propose new indoor 
swimming pool at South Ham. 

BEDLINGTON (Northumberland). — The 
Estates Management Corporation, Team 
Valley, Gateshead, are to erect offices on 
Bedlington Station trading estate. 

BELFAST.—Housing Com. have approved 
preliminary plans for 198 houses, flats and 
maisonettes on a site at Sunninghill, on the 
Ballysillan-rd. 

BLYTH (Northumberland).—Plans have 
been approved for office block on Battleship 
Wharf, Blyth, for Messrs. Hughes Blockow 
Ltd., shipbreakers. No contracts have been 
let. Architects: Jack Cotton, Ballard and 
Blow, 48 Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. .. . 
Boro’ Engineer (D. W. Foster) has prepared 
plans for the erection of 52 flats and 
maisonettes at Phoenix-st. 

BOURNEMOUTH.—TC recommend to 
build 10-storey extension to College of Tech- 
nology & Commerce, and 8-storey block to 
accommodate College of Art. Proposals will 
be submitted to MoE for inclusion in 1963/4 
programme. ‘ 

BRACKNELL.—Development Corporation 
propose new open air market behind Red 
Lion Hotel, also 17-storey block of flats at 
the Old Rectory site. . . . RC Diocese pro- 
pose new Church at Stanley-rd. Architects: 
Clifford Culpin and Partners, 39 Doughty- 
st.. London, WC1. 

CAMBRIDGE.—Sir Hugh Casson, Neville 
Conder & Partners have prepared new de- 
signs for Lady Mitchell lecture hall for 
Cambridge University to be built in 
Sidgwick-ave. Est. £100,000. 

CARLISLE.—TC propose improved toilet 
facilities in 3,110 pre-war dwellings. Est. 
£43,000 

CARSHALTON.—The Highways, Works 
and Town Planning Committee of the UDC 
has deferred a project to build a 14-storey 
hotel in Carshalton-rd., on a question of 
density and it is felt that the building would 
be too tall. Mr. Gordon F. Little. the archi- 
tect who has been working on the scheme, is 
submitting a revised plan for a 12-storey 
hotel with a reduction in the width from 
144 ft. to 94 ft. This will reduce the 
number of people who could be accommo- 
dated from 300 to 144, and an option has 
been obtained on some adjoining land which 
will mean that the revised density will be 
about 60 persons to the acre instead of 150 
as before 

CHEADLE & GATLEY.—UDC propose 
erection of a two-storey block of aged per- 
sons’ flats off Hulme Hall-rd. 
_CHESHAM.—Land and House Property 
Corporation Ltd. propose redevelopment of 
site at junction of High-st. and White Hill, 
with shops, flats and petrol filling station. 
Architects: Vincent Burr and Partners, 85 
Gower-st., London, WC1. 

CHIPPENHAM.—BC propose redevelop- 
ment of married quarters site No. 6 with 
500 dwellings. 

COLNE.—BC propose erection of 250 
dwellings during 1961-62. 

DURHAM.—Outline plans have been 
approved by the City C for the erection of 
shops on the site of the Jubilee Methodist 
Church for Ceres Investments Ltd. Archi- 
tects: S. John Hill & Ptnrs., Whitfield-st., 
Gloucester. 

EASTLEIGH.—Architect A. A. Haggar has 
prepared preliminary sketch plans for a 
youth centre which BC is to build. Est. 
£30,000. 

ECCLES.—William Fryer & Sons Ltd. pro- 
pose extensions to Portland Mill. 

EGREMONT.—CC propose erection of old 
people’s home. Est. £51,000. 

ENNERDALE.—RDC propose erection of 
old people’s home at Bookwell. 

FAILSWORTH.—CoE Auth. propose erec- 
tion of new jun. sch., off Tatchbury-ave. 

FARNBOROUGH.—UDC propose indoor 
swimming pool. Est. £100,000. 

GATESHEAD.—Additions are proposed in 
ga for Liner Concrete Machinery Co. 

GODALMING.—BC approved following: 
Factory at Catteshall-la. for Langham Cement 
Products Ltd.; two-storey extension to hotel 
and 12 two-storey motel units at the Manor 
Hotel, Farncombe, for Mr. & Mrs. J. Dron- 


’ 
field 








Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











HANLEY.—Lewis’s Ltd. propose erection 
of office block and new store at Town Centre. 
£14m. est. 

HARTLEY WINTNEY.—RDC approved 
following: Redevelopment of petrol station 
at London-rd. for Mr. G. Munday; show- 
room, workshop, lock-up garages and altera- 
tions at London-rd. for Blackwater Ltd. 

HECKMONDWIKE. Heckmondwike & 
Dist. Co-operative Society Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of two-storey premises at Oak-st. 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.—Kodak Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of canteen and stores at May- 
lands-ave. Plans by Staff Architect, W. J. 
Turner. 

KESWICK.—UDC propose erection of 
block of 20 flats. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES. — TC pro- 
pose multi-storey car park. 

LANCS.—Following for EC: New Colleges 
of Further Education at Darwen/Skelmers- 
dale; major extensions to Colleges of Further 
Education at Kirkby/Nelson and Colne 
Accrington; branch libraries at Mossley /Gol- 
borne, Westmorland-rd., Huyton; new county 
sec. schools at Morecambe & Heysham/Lan- 
caster/Hornby; extensions to CS sch. at 
Rainford; extensions to Balmoral CS sch. at 
Morecambe & Heysham; extensions to CS 
sch. at Carnforth; three classrooms at Barton 
Clough CS sch., Stretford; extensions to CoE 
sec. sch. at Ripley; extensions to branch 
library at Walkden; new College of Art at 
Lancaster & Morecambe; new infants’ sch. at 
Stretford; new youth centre at Worsley; new 
infants’ sch. at Ulverston. . .. Following 
for TC: Redevelopment scheme at Cable-st. 
(compulsory purchase order), £38,000 est.; 
housing redevelopment at  Greaves-rd./ 
Ripley-st. area, after demolition of existing 
property. 

LEEDS.—TC propose erection of new 
swimming pool at Westgate. 

LUTON.—Beaumont Securities Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of terrace of shops and bank 
with maisonettes over at March-rd. 

LYMINGTON (Hants.). — BC propose 
scheme for complete redevelopment of 
Howard Meads estate at Pennington. Scheme 
allows for erection of five-storey block of 
flats and maisonettes with adjacent garages: 
two-storey houses and flats, a total of 50 
dwellings. 

LYTHAM ST. ANNES.—The Fylde Foot- 
wear Co. Ltd. propose erection of new indus- 
trial estate at St. David’s-rd. north. £100,000 


est. 
MACCLESFIELD.—Richard Clarke & Co., 
Stockport, Ches., propose erection of new 
PH at Carrisbrook-ave., Hurdsfield estate. 
MAIDENHEAD.—TC propose redevelop- 
ment of town centre. Plans by Goddard & 
Smith, London. . . . The Trustees propose 
rebuilding of Constitutional Club at the 
corner of Broadway and Queen-st. 
MALDON.—The North East Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Bd. have approved a 
scheme, costing £85,850, for the provision of 
a new boiler house at St. Peter's Hospital. 
MANCHESTER.—The College of Science 
& Technology propose erection of 15-storey 
residential block at Granby-row.... Frank 
Westbrook, Princess-st., proposes erection of 
114 flats at Barlow Moor-rd., Didsbury... . 
Tarriff Street Properties Ltd. propose erection 
of offices/garage petrol filling station at Port- 
st. ... Commercial & General Investments 
Ltd. propose erection of supermarket, with 
eight flats over, at Stockport-rd., Levens- 
hulme. ... Cambridge Instrument Co. Ltd. 
propose erection of offices/repair depot at 
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Lord-st., Cheetham. ... Mr. A. Bass pro- 
poses erection of two-storey offices / workshop 
at Stock-st., Cheetham. 

MARKET DRAYTON.—UDC propose 
residential development at Stafford-st. 

MELKSHAM.—UDC propose erection of 
flatlets for aged persons at Lambourne Farm 
estate. 

NEWBIGGIN (Northumberland). — Plans 
have been prepared by C. Solomon, 30 St. 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the erec- 
tion of 37 houses at North Seaton Village. 

NEWBURY.—BC has appointed Freeman 
& Lockyer, Old Bank-chbrs., High-st., Brack- 
nell, as architects for High-st. improvement 
scheme. Bartholomew-st. Methodist 
Church proposes new church seating between 
120-150 on site of present church. a 
MoHLG has approved application of Mr. 
Rowles for residential development at Long- 
la.... RDC is to offer CC site of 4/5 acre 
at Park-la., Thatcham, for erection of old 
people's hostel. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Plans have 
been prepared by E. H. Ormshaw, Building 
Advisory Dept., Upper Charlton-rd., Man- 
chester 16, for the erection of wallpaper 
stores in Clayton-st. for Wallpaper Stores 


Ltd. 

NEW MILTON.—H. H. Drew & Son Ltd. 
propose using nearly 11 acres of land at 
Fernhill Manor estate for the erection of 195 
three-storey flats, 195 garages and five shops. 

NEWPORT.—The Board of Governors pro- 
pose extensions to Harper Adam College. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Ceres Investments Ltd., 
London, propose erection of multi-storey 
flats at Mansfield Court... . The Southwell 
Diocesan Education Com. propose erection 
of new grammar sch. at Western Boulevard. 

OSWALDTWISTLE.—Mr. Davies, More- 
cambe, proposes erection of 170 houses off 
Thwaites-rd., West End. 

PENDLEBURY.—Lancs. EC propose erec- 
tion of special sch., Royal Manchester 
Childrens’ Hospital. 

PENTREFOELAS.—Llyn Conway Water 
Bd. seeks sites for staff housing. 

POOLE.—Dorset Standing Joint Com. has 
approved plans for erection of 15 flats on 
the Wimborne-rd. site at Poole. 

READING.—TC propose indoor swimming 
baths. Est. £150,000.... Davis Contractors 
Ltd. propose erection of 100 houses at 
Caversham Park and Caversham-pl. 

SADDLEWORTH.—UDC propose estab- 
lishment of old peoples’ bungalow estate at 
Wade-row, Uppermill. 

SALISBURY.—MoE has approved follow- 
ing building programme for 1961-62: Salis- 
bury RC sec. sch., two-form entry (300 
pupils), £122,288; and Salisbury St. Edmund's 
CoE sec. sch., four-form entry (480 pupils), 
£180,873. 4 

SAMLESBURY.—Parish Council propose 
major repairs to St. Leonard’s Church. 

SEASCALE (Cum.).—Twiname Ltd. are to 
build 80 houses at Wasdale Park. 

SHEFFIELD.—G. Handley Ltd. propose 
erection of two blocks flats at Chelsea-rd. 

SKIPTON.—Horace Green & Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose extensions to Station-wks., Cononley. . .. 
RDC propose erection of 24 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Glusburn. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—TC has received loan 
sanction for £12,125 for the erection of a 
branch library at Boldon-la.... Page, Son 
& Hill, 75 King-st., South Shields, and J. S. 
Glover, 13 Winchester-st., South Shields, 
have been appointed architects and quantity 
surveyors respectively, by the TC for addi- 
tions to Harton jun. sch. ... TC is consider- 
ing the erection of three youth clubs at 
Simonside, Horsley Hill and Biddick Hall. 

STAFFORD.—TC propose erection of 300 
houses at Thistleberry. 

STOCKPORT.—BC propose erection oi 
multi-storey flats at Dodge Hill-hse.... A. 
Quiligotti & Co. Ltd. propose erection of 
factory at Brighton-rd. 

SUNDERLAND.—The Corpn. Highways 
Com. has approved proposals by Mr. Irving 
Smith, builder, Canberra-rd., Sunderland, to 
erect light industrial factory premises cost- 
ing £30,000 at Henry-st. east. The building 
will be 340 ft. long and 75 ft. wide and will 
be subdivided into smaller factory units.... 
Plans are being considered for RC prim. 
sch. at South Hylton for the Diocese of 
Hexham and Newcastle, Bishop-hse., East 
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Architects : 
Newcastle-on- 


Denton, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Stienlet & Son, Queen-sq., 


Tyne. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS (Kent).—TC has 
approved, subject to conditions, the follow- 
ing: New eight-storey block of 14 flats, with 
garage accommodation, on part site of 
Mount Ephraim-ct., Molyneux Park-rd., by 
Mount Ephraim Investments Ltd.; three 
seven-storey blocks of flats and one of three- 
storeys at Ferndale and Clarendon-hse., by 
Overton Properties Ltd. (outline application); 
two three-storey blocks and three four-storey 
blocks of 68 flats, with garages at Broadwater 
Down by Broadwater Holdings Ltd. 

UTTOXETER. — Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Com. propose major redevelopment plan. 

WAKEFIELD.—Home _ Office propose 
major improvements to Wakefield Prison... . 
Broadhead & Sons (Wakefield) Ltd. propose 
residential development at Aberford-rd.... 
H. Waterhouse & Sons propose erection of 
35 houses/eight bungalows at Portobello-rd. 

WANTAGE. — RDC propose following 
dwellings in 1961 programme: 12 at East 
Hanney; 20 at East Hendred; 60 at Comp- 
ton; 24 at Harwell; and four at Letcombe 
Bassett. 

WATFORD.—YMCA propose hostel at 
Clarendon-st. Est. £100,000. Architects: 
Ley, Colbeck & Ptnrs., London. ... R. & J. 
Beck Ltd. propose erection of factory and 
offices at Bushey Mill-la. Architects: Dawe, 
Carter & Ptnrs., 33 Clarendon-rd., Watford. 

WHITLEY BAY.—Waring & Netts, 36 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have pre- 
pared outline plans for the erection of houses 
at Rocky Island, and for the erection of 
flats, garage, car park and extensions to PH 
at West-ter., Seaton Sluice. 

WHITWORTH.—UDC propose erection of 
36 dwellings at Shawforth. Est. £65,200 

WIDNES.—The Golden Wonder Crisp Co. 
are to build a new factory—claimed to be 
the largest potato crisp processing plant in 
the world—at Widnes, Lancs. 

WIGAN.—Corpn. are to build 166 houses, 
costing £242,760, at Giant’s Hall and 38 
houses for sale at Tunstall-la. 

WIGAN.—BC propose erection of new 
girls’ high sch. 

WIGTON (Cumberland).—RDC to proceed 
with scheme for slaughterhouse at Water-st. 
Council’s S is W. H. D. Summers. 

WOODLEY.—Wokingham RDC has given 
permission for the erection of two blocks of 
flats at the junction Selsdon-ave. /Church-rd., 
Woodley, for Lord Astor. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(AM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 


ARMAGH.—Laying of flood relief pipe 
from Demesne to Callan River for City C. 


(a) A. F. Hastings & Co. Ltd., Ballyregan- 
rd., Dundonald, Belfast, £38,628. 
BANBURY.—New maternity unit at 


Horton Hospital for Oxford Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. (a) Coleman & Tyas Ltd., Bidford- 
on-Avon. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS. — Erection of 
crematorium for TC. (A) Direct labour, 
£54,854 (only tender received). 

BASINGSTOKE.—New swimming pool at 
girls’ high sch. (a) Messrs. Bricknell, Oakley. 

BIRMINGHAM.—Following for City C.: 
Erection of St. Lukes’ CoE prim. sch. (a) 
John Bowen & Sons Ltd., Solihull, Birming- 
ham, £59,578. Extensions to Turves Green 
girls’ sec. mod. sch. (A) John Bowen & Sons 
Ltd., Solihull, £32,974. Erection of 214 
dwellings and 134 garages at Kinghurst Hall 
estate. (a) Morris & Jacombs Ltd., Small 
Heath, Birmingham, £447,153. Erection of 
216 dwellings and 140 garages at Fox Hollies 
Hall estate. (A) Morris & Jacombs Ltd., 
Birmingham, £615,397. Erection of 68 dwell- 
ings and 25 garages at Newtown redevelop- 
ment area. (A) Geo. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., 
£209,230. Erection of 109 dwellings, one 
shop and 16 garages at Highgate redevelop- 
ment area. (A) Direct labour, £279,280. 
technology block 
(a) Atherton 


BLACKPOOL.—Food 
at Technical College for EC. 
Bros. (Blackpool) Ltd. 


BRACKNELL.—Erection of a _ 17-storey 
block of flats, etc., at Easthampstead for the 
Development Corpn. Architects and constg. 
engrs.: Ove Arup & Ptnrs. (A) Pauling Con- 
struction Ltd., £294,686. 

BRACKNELL.—Erection of a _  6-storey 
block of 34 flats for Development Corpn. 
Architect: E. A. Ferriby, Bracknell Develop- 
ment Corpn., Farley Hall, Binfield, Bracknell. 
Quantity Surveyor: V. C. Douglas, Bracknell 
Development Corpn. (A) J. M. Jones & Sons 
Ltd., Maidenhead, £101,000. 

BRADFORD.—New jun. and infants’ sch. 
at Holme Wood estate for TC. (a) C. E. 
Cowen (Builders) Ltd., Harrogate. 

BRAMHALL.—New | supermarket’ with 
three shops over, at Tudor Cinema site for 
The Manchester Commercial Buildings Co. 
Ltd. (A) Ford & Walton Ltd., London. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—Construction of 
the 54m. Slough by-pass for MoT and CC. 
(a) Higgs & Hill Ltd., and Richard Costain 
Ltd., £4,098,874 (joint tender). 

BUCKS.—Modernisation of Barrack blocks 
at RAF Station, Halton, for Air Min. (A) 
S. H. Leach Ltd., £245,000. 

CAMBERLEY. — Erection of Barossa 
county sec. sch. for Surrey EC. (A) C. Neal 
& Son Ltd., West Horsley. 

CANTERBURY.—Fixed price tenders for 
three blocks of eight maisonettes at Spring- 
la. estate for City C. City A is J. L. Berbiers. 
Quantities by Widnell & Trollope. (A) 
Hawkes Construction Ltd., 25 Railway-st., 
Gillingham, Kent, £51,690. 

CHEADLE HULME (Ches.).—Erection of 
warehouse and office block at Stanley-rd. for 
John Williams & Sons Ltd. Architects: E. 
Firmin & Ptnrs. (A) J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., 
Swinton, Lancs., £106,000. 

CHESTER.—Erection of 152 houses/ flats / 
74 garages at Blacon Camp for TC. (A) 
Thomas Warrington & Sons Ltd., Ellesmere 


Port. 

DARWEN.—Erection of 33 ‘ Homeville’ 
dwellings at St. Albans-rd. for BC. (a) 
Middleton & Co. Ltd., Preston. 








(LANGDALE PIKES) 


Light Sea Green Slate 


125,000 sq. ft. used for cladding the 
Commonwealth’s Tallest Building 
— 600 ft. high - 

The Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Montreal. 


Chosen for its beautiful and unique 
bar markings, colour and ability to 
withstand temperatures experienced 
in Eastern Canada ranging from the 
arctic to the tropical. 

Samples and technical details on 
request to: 


Broughton Moor 
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DURHAM.—Construction of new Baths 
bridge over the River Wear for City C. Con- 
sulting engineers: L. G. Mouchel & Ptnrs., 
24 Claremont-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. (A) 
Purdie Lumsden & Co. Ltd., Oxford-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £31,663. 

ENNISKILLEN (Co. Fermanagh).—Re- 
construction and realignment of Henry-st. 
and Sligo-rd., approx. 1 mile in length for 
BC. (A) Farrans, Ltd., Dunmurry, Belfast, 
£413,775. 

EPSOM.—Erection of St. Clements RC 
Church at Stoneleigh for RC Diocese of 
Southwark. (A) H. Bacon & Sons Ltd., 
Chipstead Valley-rd., Coulsden. 

GATESHEAD.—Following for EC: Erec- 
tion of boys’ grammar sch. Boro’ E is G. F. 
Winters. (A) Middleton & Co. Ltd., Sunder- 
land, £253,658. Erection of proposed Fell 
Dyke jun. sch. (A) Middleton & Co. Ltd., 
£83,709. 

HALE BARNES (Ches.).—Design and con- 
struction of graduates’ hostel for Petro- 
chemicals Ltd. (a) J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., 
Swinton, Lancs. 

HIGH WYCOMBE.—New laboratories and 
offices at Coronation-rd. for Floor Treatments 
Ltd. (aA) Howard Farrow Ltd., London. 

LEEDS.—New ice rink and bowling alley 
at Kirkstall-rd. for Silver Blades Ice Rinks 
Ltd. (a) Sir Lindsay Parkinson &. Co. Ltd., 
London. 

LONDON (City).—-Site clearance of 30-actre 
Barbican site for Corpn. (a) Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, £75,000. 

(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—New 
London Midland contracts: Construction of 
Staff Association Club Building at Rose- 
grove; Mullen & Durkin Ltd., Burnley, Lancs. 
Platform resurfacing at Mossley Hill, Aller- 
ton and Ditton Junction stations; Davis, 
Watson & Elliotts Ltd., Raynesway, Derby. 
Construction of Staff Association Club Build- 
ing at Patricroft; R. Partington & Sons Ltd., 
Middleton, Lancs. Construction of Staff 
Association Club Building at Wigston; Edwin 
Fox & Co. Ltd., Leicester. 

(GD) LONDON (Metropolitan Police).— 
Recent contract placed: Adaptations and 
repair of dilapidations at Lippitts Hill Camp, 
High Beech, Loughton; Charles S. Foster & 
Sons Ltd., £11,178. 

(GD) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended March 25: Lancashire: 
Construction of telephone manager’s office, 
Preston; Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington. 
Extension to automatic telephone exchange, 
Warbreck Hill-rd., North Shore, Blackpool; 
Wm. Eaves & Co. Ltd., Daggers Hall Works, 
Vicarage-la., Blackpool. Internal decorations 
to Premium Bonds office, Heyhouses-la., 
Lytham, St. Annes; F. Parkinson Ltd., Mow- 
bray-drive, Blackpool. Extension to Post 
Office sorting office, Granville-rd., Fallowfield, 
Manchester; G. Fisher (Fallowfield) Ltd., 
Albany-rd., Chorlton-Cum-Hardy, Manches- 
ter 21. London: Repairs to roads at St. 
James’s, Regent’s and Hyde Parks; H. V. 
Smith & Co. Ltd., Holton-st., NW1l. Erection 
of Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise office, 
Millwall Docks, E14; John Mowlem & Co. 
Ltd., 91 Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1l. Erection of 
sub-district branch Post Office, Abbey Wood- 
rd., SE2; A. Roberts & Co. Ltd., 79 Eccleston- 
sq., Victoria, SWl. Heating and hot water 
services at Admiralty, Whitehall, SW1; 
Comyn Ching & Co. (London) Ltd., 51-52 
Shelton-st., WC2. Surrey: Construction of 
new branch Post Office, 7-8 Langdale Parade, 
Mitcham; Whyatt Builders Ltd., 225 Streat- 
ham High-rd., SW16. Yorks: Concrete driven 
piling at trunk telephone exchange, Kingston- 
upon-Hull; Holmpress, Piles Ltd., Leads-rd., 
Hull. Alterations at Crown Offices, 16 Bond- 
st., Leeds; J. Pullan & Sons Ltd., Manor 
Works, Beeston, Leeds. Extension to tele- 
phone exchange, Falcon-st., Barnsley; James 
Miller & Partners Ltd., Newmillerdam, Wake- 
field. 


MANCHESTER. — New church at St. 
Barnabas, Openshaw, for CoE Auth. (A) 
J. W. Strafford Ltd., Gorton, Manchester. 
Conversion of factory to offices at Clayton- 
la. for Anchor Chemicals Co. Ltd. (A) 
Robert Carlyle & Co. Ltd., Trafford Park, 
Manchester. Extensions to nurses’ home at 


Chorley & Dist. Hospital for Manchester 
Regional Hospital Bd. 


(a) J. W. Lee Ltd., 
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Chorley, £43,717. New transport head- J. Seddon Ltd., Walkden, Manchester. ‘Homeville’ houses and bungalows at 
quarters at Devonshire-st. for TC. (a) G. & MIDDLESBROUGH.—Erection of com- Ropsley for RDC. (a) W. J. Roberts 
munity centre at Berwick Hills for TC. (Bottesford) Ltd., Notts. 

Architects: P. R. Middleton & Ptnrs., 111 WEXFORD (Eire).—Erection of 30 dwell- 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. (a) Smith & ings at John-st. and 7 at Faythe for BC. (a) 
Twentyman Ltd., 32 Bridge-rd., Stockton-on- Direct labour, £51,310 and £11,676 respec- 
Tees, £21,308. Erection of community tively. 

centre and branch library at Whinney Banks 

for TC. Architects: P. R. Middleton & 

Ptnrs., 111 Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. (a) 

Charles Tennet Ltd., Church-rd., Stockton- 


on-Tees, £36,972. t 
NORTH RIDING.—Following | for cc: cu cost 123% JO 
Proposed infants’ sch. at Thornaby-on-Tees. 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH County A is R. A. Williams. (A) Skeen & using 
a Ptnrs., George-st., Thornaby - on - Tees, » 5 
£62,222. Erection of county mod. sch. at 3 BROAD-ACHESON 
Loftus. Architects: Hadfield, Cawkwell & 
THE FEDERATION Davidson, 17 orem oe —— - Mey Neol-i Vit [em -] Mele 4-4 
(A) Richard Costain (Construction) Ltd., se imenae loref anf aman 
OF MASTER BUILDERS || Marton-rd., Middlesbrough, £294,000. Stage jor inner leaf of cavity walls 
II of the new Sir William Turners sch, Red- BROAD & CO+LTD- PADDINGTON W2 
car. Architects: Leathart & Son, 49 
Welbeck-st., London. (A) C. Tennet Ltd., 
Church-rd., ene ae hae 
ae NORTHUMBERLAND.—Erection of jun. 
The Largest Individually sch. at Spelvit-la., Morpeth, for _ (A) 
* . . Cawood Wharton & Co. Ltd., Harrogate, 
Representative Organisation £25,000. 
. . NORTHUMBERLAND.—Civil engineering 
in the Kingdom work at Blyth ‘B’ power station for CEG. 
(a) Mitchell Construction Co., Peterborough, 
£720,000. 
NORWICH.—Following - C: Erec- 
® tion of 44 dwellings and 37 garages at 
Membership Over 12,000 Heartsease estate. (A) T. Gill & Son (Nor- 
wich) Ltd., £99,876. Erection of 56 dwell- 
ings and 12 garages at Heartsease estate. (A) 
Ford & Carter Ltd., at gel e e 
. . PLYMOUTH.—Following for ity : 
Regional Offices in: BIRKDALE Erection of 84 flats at Ker-st. Architect: PARQUET 
BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, CAMBRIDGE, & . j. * ——— — . (a) Staverton 
ontrs. Ltd., Devon, ’ ‘ rection 0 
CARDIFF, EDINBURGH, LEEDS, LONDON, residential nursery at Mutley. (A) Selleck, 
NEWCASTLE AND SEVENOAKS Nicholls & Co. Ltd., Commas, “a. 
CHES ROTHERHAM.—New welfare hostel at 
Gus 159 Baws Greasbro’ for BC. (aA) Beeden Ltd., Rother- 
ham. 
SUBSCRIPTION £6.6.0. p.a. SOUTHPORT.—Extensions to Floral Hall 


= a (aA) T. Southworth & Sons Ltd., TELEPUOHE: VaReyne 0006/8 


Service tomembers includes free monthly STEPNEY.—Erection of a _ three-storey —— —— $$ 
issues of the office block and loading bay at Hanbury-st. 

for Truman’s Brewery. Architect: F. G. A. 

Federation Journal Hall. (A) G. Barker (Builders) Ltd., London, 


El. 
ee ee ree STOCKPORT.—Following for BC: Six 
THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS houses at Dialstone-la. (a) C. Potterton & 
Son, Cheadle Hulme. New ambulance depot 
33 John Street, Holborn, London, W.C.1 at Heaton-la. (a) Moston Brick & Building 
: CHANCE i o. Ltd., Manchester, £31,476. 
= ay TD OS iaad SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD.—Extensions to 
Please send particulars of the advantages factory for the Metal Box Co. Architects: SALES, HIRE 
of membership to Booth, Ledeboer & Pinckhead. (A) Sir Robert ERECTION 
McAlpine & Sons. 
SWINDON.—Erection of 130 garages, four CRADLES 
meee oR wy ong = — = for 
- (A) R. . Johns, Son & Co. Ltd., 27 
High-st., ime. SMARTS LANE 
es WATFORD.—New clinic at St. Albans-rd. 
Kindly cut along dotted lines for National Spastics Society. (A) Wm. King LOUG ator pode x 
ennai & Sons Ltd., 41 Market-st., Watford. : 
WEST KESTEVEN.—Erection of 18 

















asolid investment! 


BATLEY R= 


GARAGES 


Provide an unequalled investment and @ Gree Advisory Service 

permanent source of income. Ideal “for @ 3 Years’ Guarantee 

Housing Estates, Public Utilities, Hotels, @ Hinged or Up & Over Doors 

etc. Rentals will cover repayments under @ Purchased by over 300 Councils 

our attractive deferred terms scheme. @ Wooden roller shutter doors optional extra 


Write for illustrated brochure to:- @ Extensive Free Delivery Area 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 
66 Colledge Rd., Holbrooks, Coventry - 87253 Also 66 New Islington, Manchester 4 & 123 Shepperton Rd., London, N°l. 











